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Rabbi blesses Jewish suicide attacks 


Tel Aviv (AFP)— An extremist Israeli rabbi has given 
his blessing to suicide attacks by Jews, the daily 
newspaper Maanv reported Tuesday. Rabbi Eliizur 
Segal of the Zionist Idea Yeshiva wrote in the semi- 
naiys newsletter that "In eveiy war it is necessary to 
engage in operations which end in the death of those 
who participate in them." The Yeshiva, known for its 
extremist positions, was founded by assassinated 
Amencan-Israeli rabbi Meir Kahane who said Arabs 
should be deported from "Jewish land". Rabbi Segal 
said. Such acts are permissible because thev are nec- 
essary for the conduct of war." He provided a list of 
examples of Jews sacrificing themselves throughout 
history, including the biblical Samson. "These people 
have been praised for iheir actions. In all wars there 
are cases in which someone must be placed in a situ- 
ation where he is certain to die." 
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Court rejects Abu Ghneim petition 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — The supreme 
coun threw out Tuesday an appeal by a Jewish land 
owner to stop work on a settlement on Jabal Abu Ghneim 
in Arab East Jerusalem that has sparked a freeze in peace 
talks with the Palestinians, Israel Radio reported. Israeli 
contractor David Nir had petitioned the court to force the 
government to return his land and let him build the Jew- 
ish settlement according to his plans. But the coun reject- 
ed the appeal and ordered Mr. Nir to pay S5.000 in court 
expenses, the state-run radio reported. Mr. Nir hud based 
his case on a claim that the land was confiscated from him 
by the Israeli government and that he had the right to dis- 
pose of the land in any manner he found fit. He fold told 
the press lhar he wanted to sell ihe land to Palestinians 
who could then work out a deal with the Israelis. 
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U.S. puts onus on Palestinians to restart 
peace talks after failure with Netanyahu 

Israeli settlers and soldiers kill three 

Palestinians in fierce W. Bank clashes 


Combined agency 
dispatches 


THE UNITED states, reel- 
ing from its failure to soft- 
en Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, 
shifted focus to the Pales- 
tinians Tuesday as it pur- 
sued its quest for a formula 
to save the peace process. 

However. President Bill 
Clinton appeared to rule 
out U.S. aim-twisting to 
revive the Middle East 
peace process, saying it 
was up to Israel and the 
Palestinians to get stalled 
negotiations started again. 

“I want these parties to 
do what they have to do to 
get this process up and 
going again. We’ve got to 
have an atmosphere of zero 
tolerance for terror, but 
we’ve also goL to have the 
kind of confidence-build- 
ing necessary to make 
peace,” Mr. Clinton said. 

The president’s com- 
ments to reporters, at a 
meeting with Canadian 
Prime Minister Jean Chre- 
tien, came as Israelis and 
Palestinians clashed anew 
after his apparently incon- 
clusive talks with Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

Mr. Clinton, under pres- 
sure from U.S. foreign pol- 
icy experts and editorial 
writers to take a firmer 
stance in the mushrooming 
crisis, said “the parties have 
got to do what it takes” to 
revive the peace process. 

He called the latest out- 
break of violence “trou- 
bling,” but said it should 
not be allowed to divert 
attention from getting the 
negotiations going again 
because “that’s the ultimate 
resolution of all these 
things.” 

Mr. Clinton also repeated 
that he and Mr. Netanyahu 
had “a long, thorough, very 
frank conversation” on 
Monday. “He's got some 
good ideas, and I think 
we’ve got some good ideas 
and we want to talk to the 
Palestinians this week to 
see if we can get this going 
again,” he said. 

Palestinian President 

Yasser Arafat's envoy to 
Washington, Han an 

Ashrawi, was to meet 
meanwhile with the State 
Department’s special coor- 
dinator for the Middle East, 
Dennis Ross, Ms. 
Ashrawi’s spokeswoman 
Rola Dajani said. 

The talks were scheduled 
against a backdrop of vio- 
lence in the West Bank fol- 
lowing Mr. Clinton’s fail- 
ure Monday to wrest any 
concessions from Mr. 
Netanyahu that would have 
allowed peace talks to 
resume. 

One Palestinian was shot 
dead by Israeli settlers in 
the flashpoint of Hebron, 
triggering violent protests 
that left two others dead in 
clashes with Israeli sol- 
diers. 

Mr. Clinton said the 
clashes should not deter the 
sides from seeking a 
resumption of the political 
dialogue and staled that he 
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had “some good ideas on 
how to do just thaL He has 
yet to say what those ideas 
are. 

“The parties have got to 
do what it takes to get it 
going and I think if we 
work together we can do 
it,” Mr. Clinton said. 

The United States is hop- 
ing to restart peace talks 


between Israel and the 
Palestinians that broke 
down when Israel began 
construction on March 18 
of a settlement in Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

The Palestinians hope to 
make East Jerusalem the 
capital of a future indepen- 
dent state but Mr. 
Netanyahu vowed Monday 
the city would remain uni- 
fied and entirely under 
Israeli control. 

Mr. Netanyahu also 
resisted U.S. pressure to 
declare a freeze on Jewish 
settlement activity and 
stepped up calls on Pales- 
tinians to take tougher 
action to fight “terrorism.” 

After his two-hour White 
House meeting, the Israeli 
leader appeared more 
intransigent than ever and 
Mr. Clinton looked unwill- 
ing or unable to compel Mr. 
Netanyahu to return to the 
peace process. 

In Gaza City. Mr. Arafat 
said Mr. Netanyahu's insis- 
tence on building Jewish 
settlements in Palestinian 
areas meant the Israeli 
leader “doesn’t want 
peace.” 

Palestinian diplomats 
said here that a senior 
.Arafat aide. Mahmoud 
Abbas, was planning to 
visit Washington later this 
week for talks and to hear 
the U.S. administration’s 
ideas on how to restart 
negotiations. 

In an interview to the 
London-based Astaarq Ai 
Awsat daily, Mr. Abbas said 
the Palestinians were ready 
to negotiate with Israel on 
the basis of signed agree- 
ments and urged Washing- 
ton to play a more assertive 
role. 

“We refuse any initiative 
which will not be based on 
the Oslo accord,” Mr. 
Abbas said, referring to the 
1993 agreement that laid 
out a roadmap for Israeli- 
Palestinian peace. 

“We have red lines which 
cannot be crossed over 
under any condition, and 
we want the international 
co mmuni ty and the United 
States to force Israel to 
implement this accord to 
which we are bound,” he 
said. 

Mr. Netanyahu, mean- 
while, returned to Israel 
steeled in his determination 
to expand Jewish settle- 
ments and battle Palestin- 
ian “terrorism” despite 
appeals for a softer line that 
might save the foundering 
peace process. 

Apparently unimpressed 
by his White House talks 
with Mr. Clinton, who says 
Jewish settlements are an 
“obstacle to peace.” Mr. 
Netanyahu declared: “The 
construction will carry on, 
whether at Har Homa 
(Jabal Abu Ghneim) or in 
the territories” of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“There was no pressure, 
no threats, we held firm to 
our principles,” he told 
Israeli reporters accompa- 
nying him on the way back 
to Israel. 

Following his session 
Monday with President 
Clinton, Mr. Netanyahu 
was asked if he or his rep- 
resentatives would meet 
with a Palestinian delega- 
tion coming to see U.S. 
officials. 

“No. not at this time," 
Mr. Netanyahu said. "And 
if you see any of my people 


(Continued on page 7) 



A Palestinian policeman rashes to help a Palestinian youth who was shot in the head 
with rubber bullets by Israeli soldiers on Tuesday during fierce clashes, as other Pales- 
tinians continue throwing rocks toward Israeli forces. The youth still holds a stone, 
and witnesses said he died from his wounds (Reuters photo) 


Combined agency 
dispatches 


A JEWISH settler armed 
with a submachine gun shot 
and killed a Palestinian in 
the heart of Hebron on 
Tuesday, setting off intense 
protests in which two other 
Palestinians were killed and 
100 injured. 

Hundreds of Palestinians 
threw stones and firebombs 
at Israeli soldiers, who 
responded with tear-gas 
and lubber bullets in clash- 
es that lasted more than five 
hours. 

The crowds of angry pro- 
testers finally disbanded 
late Tuesday afternoon. 
“Everything is now under 
control,” said Major Gener- 
al Uzi dayan, head of the 
Israeli army’s central com- 
mand, who praised Pales- 
tinian police for working 
with Israeli troops to con- 
trol the situation. 

The violence followed a 
summit in Washington, 
D.C.. between U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton and Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu which made no 
apparent headway towards 
easing tensions or resolving 
the impasse in Israel-Pales- 
tinian negotiations. 


Marwan Kanifani, a 
spokesman for Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat, 
accused Mr. Netanyahu of 
having ‘'blood on his 
hands.” 

Nader Isseid, 24. who 
was in a coma after a rub- 
ber bullet penetrated his 
right eye and entered his 
brain, died Tuesday after- 
noon at Jerusalem’s Hadas- 
sah Hospital 

Earlier, 15-year-old Yac- 
coub Julani died in surgery 
at Hebron’s Al Ahli Hospi- 
tal, also from a rubber bul- 
let to the head, the hospital 
treated 12 other Palestini- 
ans for injuries. 

Palestinian police identi- 
fied the victim of the set- 
tlers’ attack as Assam 
Rashid Arafa, 23, and Alia 
hospital official Suha Mar- 
wani said he died of a sin- 
gle gunshot wound to the 
chest 

The violence began when 
two Israeli religious stu- 
dents armed with subma- 
chineguns pumped several 
bullets into the chest of 
Arafa they claimed 
attacked them with tear-gas 
as they walked near 
Hebron's Jewish enclave. 

A second Palestinian was 
wounded in the incident. 


but Palestinian witnesses 
insisted the shooting by the 
settler was unprovoked. 

The settlers were detained 
by Israeli police, both suf- 
fering from tear-gas bums 
in the eyes and face, 
according to police spokes- 
woman Linda Menuchin. 

More than 80 Palestinians 
were hun by rubber bullets 
as the violence spread 
through the narrow streets 
and alleyways near 

Hebron's Ibrahimi 

Mosque. 

It was the deadliest day of 
clashes which have 

wracked the West Bank 
since Israel began construc- 
tion last month of a new 
Jewish settlement in Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

Hebron, where 450 Jew- 
ish settlers live surrounded 
by 120,000 Palestinians, 
has long been a flashpoint 
forArab-Israeli violence. 

Four-fifths of the city 
passed to Palestinian rule in 
January under a break- 
through agreement which 
many hoped would give 
new life to a peace process 
in deep trouble since the 
nationalist right-wing took 
power in Israel last June. 


(Continued on page 7) 


Majali returns home carrying King's regards 
to nation, and assurance of his good health 


AMMAN t Petra i — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali on Tuesday reas- 
sured the Jordanians of His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
good health following the 
prostate surgery which the 
King underwent on Satur- 
day at the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester. 

In a statement upon his 
arrival in Amman from the 
United States where he 
joined King Hussein in his 
talks with U.S. President 
Bill Climion and senior 
U.S. officials. Dr. Majali 
said King Hussein had 
asked him to convey his 
greetings to all Jordanians, 
and to reassure them that he 
enjoys good health and that 
he was recovering quickly 
and would be back home 
soon. 

On the outcome of the 
King's visit. Dr. Majali said 
the King held talks in 
Washington with President 


Clinton and senior U.S. 
officials on the Middle East 
peace process and bilateral 
relations, particularly eco- 
nomic relations. The King 
stressed the need to restore 
the peace process on track 
and to overcome all obsta- 
cles facing its resumption. 

Dr. Majali said the King 
urged the U.S. administra- 
tion to play a more active 
role as a full partner in the 
peace process. 

King Hussein on Tues- 
day received four telephone 
calls and cables of good 
wishes from Arab leaders 
congratulating him on the 
successful surgery he 
underwent on Saturday al 
Mayo Clinic. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. Qatar’s emir. 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Khali- 
fa Al Thani. and Bahrain's 
emir. Sheikh Isa Ben 
Salman Al Khalifa. 
Yemeni President Ali 


Abdullah Saleh and Saudi 
Crown Prince Abdullah 
ealled the King by tele- 
phone to congratulate him 
on the successful operation 
and wished him speedy and 
full recovery. 

Also on lije.id.ty. King 
Hussein received j cable 
from Algerian President 
Lamine Zeroual congratu- 
lating him on the successful 
surgery and wishing him 
continued good health and 
happiness and the Jordan- 
ian people further progress 
and prosperity. 

Foreign Minister Faye/ 
Taruwneli also returned 
home on Tuesday alter 
accompanying King Hus- 
sein on his visit to the Unit- 
ed States. He was received 
upon arrival at Queen Alia 
International Airport by the 
ministry's secretary gener- 
al. Ibrahim Naghawai. and 
senior ministry officials. 


Jordan ready to continue 
constructive efforts but 
rejects settlement policy 


From Lamis Andoni 
in Boston 


AS THE search for a com- 
promise formula to break 
the deadlocked peace 
process continues. Washing- 
ton looks to Jordan to help 
create an atmosphere con- 
ducive to a new American 
initiative to place the Pales- 
tinian -Israeli negotiations 
back on track. 

According to Jordanian 
and American sources. Jor- 
dan has informed Washing- 
ton that it is willing to con- 
tinue playing a constructive- 
role but that it was unequiv- 
ocally opposed in principle 
to any Israeli plans to con- 
struct settlements in .Arab 
East Jerusalem or the rest of 
the Wesr Bank. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
made it clear to the Ameri- 
can administration, during 
his visit to Washington last 
week. and to the Israelis thar 
Tel Aviv should seek to 
resolve its problems with 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat, who is its primary- 
partner, the sources said. 

American administration 
sources said that Washing- 
ton understands the King’s 
position and does not expect 
any specific action from 
Jordan except continue its 
current position in support 


of efforts to salvage the 
peace process. 

“Jordan cannot do more 
than it is doing already." a 
well-placed American offi- 
cial told the Jordan Times. 

According to the sources. 
King Hussein has been in 
touch with Mr. .Arafat and 
that the Palestinians have 
subsequently agreed to 
resume some form of secu- 
rity coordination with the 
Israelis. 

The American administra- 
tion has been trying to get 
the Palestinians to resume 
security coordination with 
Israel and convince the 
Israelis that Mr. Arafat was 
against violence. 

The sources in Washing- 
ton said Jordan was not 
asked by the Americans and 
was not willing to try to talk 
the Palestinians to accept 
any compromise that legit- 
imises the settlement in 
Jabal Abu Ghneim or skips 
ihe rest of the interim 
arrangements to start nego- 
tiations on the final status. 

However. Washington 
hopes that Jordan would 
help in getting the Israelis 
and the" Pafestinians to 
resume talks and to take 
mutual confidence-building 
measures to salvage the 
credibility of the peace 
process. 


Meanwhile the adminis- 
tration has not yet decided 
on its new strategy even 
though support is building 
up. among the pro-Israeli 
lobby, for Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu's suggestion to 
accelerate the final status- 
negotiations. 

The American press, 
including the New York 
Times, has joined calls lor 
endorsing ihe Israeli pro- 
posal to avoid the uncertain- 
ly involving the interim 
transitional period. 

But the administration so 
far seems lukewarm to the 
proposal lest it provokes 
more bloodshed, especially 
in the absence of a clear out- 
come of the final negotia- 
tions. 

U.S. sources said adminis- 
tration officials listened 
carefully to the King's ideas 
about the situation and 
decided 10 take a more cau- 
tious path. 

One of the main results of 
the King’s talks in Washing- 
ton. the sources said, was a 
better American understand- 
ing of the Arab reaction to 
the Israeli steps and to the 
potential repercussions in 
the West Bank and in the 
rest of the Arab World. 


Non-aligned nations call for freezing ties with Israel 

New Delhi declaration accuses Israel of violating land-for-peace agreement 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — Foreign Ministers of 74 non- 
aligned countries Tuesday called "for freezing ties with 
Israel, saying that Israel had failed to honour its agreements 
with the Palestinians. 

The declaration came at the end of a two-day conference 
of the 113-member Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), 
which had been addressed on Monday by Palestinian Pres- 
ident Yasser ArafaL 

Mr. Arafat accused Israel of declaring war on the Pales- 
tinians and on the peace process by building a new housing 
development in Arab East Jerusalem, and by dosing 
Palestinian areas under its control. 

“In view of the urgency and seriousness of the situation, 
the ministers called on NAM countries, as a first step, to 
freeze relations with Israel at their current level, and use all 
available measures to ensure Israel's compliance with the 
terms of reference of the Madrid conference.... and its full 
implementation of all agreements, undertakings, and com- 
mitments reached by the concerned parties on all tracks 
during the peace talks,” the declaration said. 

Seventy-four foreign ministers attended the conference, 
which also was addressed by U.N. Secretary General Kofi 

Annan. 

The declaration said the freeze was intended to compel 
Israel to comply with the land-for-peace arrangements it 
has agreed to. 

"Failure by the Israeli government to respond positively 
' would require NAM members to take further appropriate 
measures,” it said. 

Indian Foreign Minister Inder Kumar Gujral declined to 


say what freezing of relations will mean. "We have just 
adopted the declaration and we will work out the details 
later, our government will work out its implications, ” he 
told reporters at the end of the conference. He did not elab- 
orate. 

The conference previously endorsed Mr. Arafat's call for 
a meeting of the U.N. General Assembly to discuss the 
impasse, which he said was necessary after the United 
States vetoed two UN. Security Council resolutions critical 
of Israel. 

Half the U.N. membership must write individually to the 
UN. secretariat to summon the General Assembly into an 
emergency session. 

The conference also called for reforms at the United 
Nations by expanding the security council membership, to 
curb veto powers and called for complete elimination of 
nuclear weapons. 

Prakash Shah. India’s permanent representative to the 
UN., told reporters the special meeting would be held 
"late this week or early next week. 

“The NAM has ... asked the United Nations to hold the 
meeting after our conference.” he said. 

The 113-member NAM's backing to the demand for a 
special session will push it through as only "92 signatures 
are needed for it to be held. " Mr. Shah said. 

The hard-hitting communique by NAM members said the 
crisis was caused by "lack of unanimity among the perma- 
nent members of the Security Council. 

"The General Assembly should demand the immediate 
and full cessation of the construction of Jewish settlements 


in the occupied Palestinian territory ... and all illegal mea- 
sures and actions in Jerusalem.” 

It also recommended that U.N. members stop assistance 
to Israel and break links with Israeli "commercial, private 
or public establishments involved in activities in the occu- 
pied Palestinian territory." 


France for joint action with U.S. on Mideast 


French Foreign Minister Herve de Chareite has urged 
Europe to make concrete proposals to the Israelis and the 
Palestinians and to undertake joint action with the United 
States to unblock the Middle East peace process. 

In an interview published Tuesday by the provincial daily 
Charente Libre, Mr. Charctic said "Europe should make 
concrete proposals, a kind of 'global package’, destined 
both for the Israelis and the Palestinians.” 

The French foreign minister also said that 'Europe should 
propose undertaking joint action to the Americans so that 
the parties resume their talks and return to the only possi- 
ble road: the road of the peace process as if was set out in 
the agreements of Madrid. Oslo and Taha." 

Mr. Charette said that in the current situation of virtual 
breakdown in the peace process, there was for the first time 
"a pressing appeal from the Palestinians for Europe to play 
its role." 

The minister said Europe should play an active role 
applying pressure for a resumption of the peace process, 
but he ruled out the threat of economic sanctions. 


2 Home & Middle East News 


Arabs have reservations regarding 


Euro-Mediterranean security pact 


CAIRO (AFP) — Arab countries have reservations over a 
French proposal for a Euro-Mediteranean “stability pact,” 
on the agenda of a mid- April conference in Malta, beaiuse 
it would include Israel. 

The project is aimed at forging security cooperation 
between the European Union 1EU1 and Mediterranean 
countries, including Israel and its Arab neighbours. Arab 
diplomats here said. 

It is based on a broader concept of security to include the 
exchange of information and military experts, cooperation 
in the fight against organised crime and terrorism, arms 
limitations and human rights, they said. 

Earlier this month Arab countries decided to freeze the 
normalisation of ties with Israel and enforce an Arab boy- 
con of the Jewish state, as a result of starting the construc- 
tion of a new Jewish settlement on Jabal Abu Ghneim in 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

Arab countries accuse Israel of dragging its feet in the 
Middle East peace process and refusing to implement 
agreements that were struck with the Palestinians. 

"".As a result they prefer to hold out on any security or sta- 
bility pact that would top the agenda of the second Euro- 
MediterTanean Partnership Conference April 15-16 in 
Malta. 

“Military cooperation is pan of the measures of confi- 
dence building stipulated by this security pact and it is dif- 
ficult now to adopt it” said Fathi Shazli. an assistant to the 
Egyptian foreign minister for European affairs. 

“The Arabs unanimously believe that it is premature to 
speak of constraining measures and to fix a date for their 
implementation." Mr. Shazli said, referring to the terms of 
the French proposal. 


is out of the question to set up confidence-building 
measures of a military nature with other countries, includ- 
ing Israel, as long as Israel continues to occupy Arab land 
and ignores Arab rights " he added. 

Mr.” Shazli said he hoped that this point will be cleared 
up with the Europeans in Malta, adding that nothing, how- 
ever. prevented the meeting from adopting a blueprint for a 
future pacL 

The Euro-Mediterranean partnership, which groups the 
15 EU member states and 12 countries along the southern 
Mediterranean basin, is aimed at developing security, polit- 
ical, economic, cultural and social ties. 

Europe’s partners are Algeria, Cyprus, Egypt. Israel. Jor- 
dan. Lebanon. Malta. Morocco. Tunisia. Syria, Turkey and 
the Palestinian National Authority. 

The first Euro -Mediterranean Partnership Conference 
was held in Barcelona. Spain, in November 1995, paving 
the way for “several confidence-building measures." 
according to Mr. Shazli. 

“A network of contacts was set up to facilitate communi- 
cation between the capitals and the European Commission 
as well as bilateral exchanges," Mr. Shazli said. The Euro- 
pean Commission is the EU’s executive body. 

“We also reached a draft agreement for a system to pre- 
vent natural catastrophes, and we hope it will be adopted in 
Malta,” he added 

Mr. Shazli stressed that Egypt and the other Arab coun- 
tries were not planning to discuss the peace process ia 
Malta. “But it is clear that the mood which prevailed in 
Barcelona has radically changed," he said 

The Arabs have appealed to Europe to help push forward 
the peace process with Israel. 


Germany to try 
‘most wanted 7 


human smuggler 


BADEN-BADEN (AP) — A 
Turk described as Europe's 
most-wanted people smuggler 
has been arrested in Croatia 
and was being extradited to 
Genmanyfor trial, prosecutors 
said Monday. 

MuJis Pinarbisi. 46, wanted 
in connection with the smug- 
gling of at least 90,000 Kurds 
into Germany, was handed 
over to the German border 
police late Monday, said 
Michael Klose. spokesman for 
the Baden-Baden prosecutor's 
office. 

Mr. Pinarbisi. who faces up 
to five years in prison if con- 
victed, has been sought for 
seven years by prosecutors 
throughout Germany, but the 
Baden-Baden office will take 
over the whole case, said Mr. 
Klose. 

He said Mr. Pinarbisi and a 
gang he allegedly leads are 
suspected of bringing thou- 
sands of illegal immigrants 
across the German border, and 
described him as Europe's 
most- wanted people smuggler. 

The growing numbers of 
would-be migrants smuggled 
across Europe's borders have 
slowed the European Union's 
(EUl plans to drop passport 
checks and other controls on 
its internal bonders. 

Mr. Klose said that Mr. 
Pinarbisi was arrested last 
September along the Croalia- 
Slovcnia bonder and that a 
judge in the Croatian capital. 
Zagreb, had approved his 
extradition. 

Mr. Klose said that as soon 
as Mr. Pinarbisi arrived in 
Germany he was to be brought 
before a magistrate who could 
order him kept in custody. The 
preliminary proceedings 
would be accelerated. Mr. 
Klose said, so that trial can 
begin within six months. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

14:05 Flint stones 

14:30 Cartoon — Adventures 
of the Rainbow Pond 

15:00 French Programmes 

16:00 America's Funniest 

People 

16:25 Escape from Jupiter 

16:50 Doc. — Challenge 

17:15 Border Town 

18:00 French Paigrammes 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Comedy — Grace 

Under Fire 

20:00 Children's Diary 

20:30 Challenges 

21:10 Drama — Spencer fur 
Hire 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 Cobra 

23:00 Han to Hart 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:52 Fajr 

06:10 (Sunrise)Duba 

12:37 Dhuhr 

16:12 -Asr 

19:04 Maghreb 

20:24 ‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

St Man’ of Nazareth 
Church Sweifieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 6327S5. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 


Lebanon grilled on human rights 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — Lebanon on 
Monday faced a barrage of questions con- 
cerning alleged human rights abuses and 
the extent of Syrian influence in the coun- 
try at a human rights forum here. 

During a human rights committee ses- 
sion. which is separate from the U.N. 
Human Rights Commission (UNHRC) cur- 
rently meeting in Geneva, international 
experts asked Lebanese Foreign Ministry 
official Nabil 

Maamari about prison conditions and the 
extradition of 219 Lebanese to Syria. 

Ecuadoran expert Julio Prado Vallejo 
specifically asked whether the extradition 
of the Lebanese detainees to Syria had 
taken place under pressure from Damascus. 

He pointed out that Beirut could not 
renounce its sovereign duty to ensure the 
rights of its citizens to a fair trial in their 


own country. 

Delegates also expressed concern about 
the expanded powers of military courts, and 
reports of torture and of human rights abus- 
es in parts of Lebanon where 35.000 Syrian 


forces are deployed. 

Other experts complained that the 
Lebanese government's report to the com- 
mittee session — which was due in 1988 
and only submitted last year — was late, 
short and contained insufficient informa- 
tion concerning the human rights situation 
in Lebanon. 

Mr. Maamari responded that he had no 
information on the issue of Lebanese extra- 
dited to Syria, and no knowledge of alleged 
human rights violations by Syrian forces m 
Lebanon. 

The UNHRC is currently in session until 
the end of the week focusing on implemen- 
tation of obligations under the international 
covenant of civil and political rights. 

In addition to Lebanon, submitting only 
its second report since 1983, the committee 
is examining periodic reports by Bolivia, 
Colombia and Portugal as well as the first 
report to the experts from IS countries sub- 
mitted by Georgia. 


Turks pay homage to ’Grey Wolves’ leader 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey's 
political establishment on 
Tuesday paid homage at a 
funeral service for far-right 
leader Alparslan Turkes 
whose nationalist influence 
far outweighed his popular 
support. 

Hundreds of members of 
parliament from across the 
political divide stood to 
attention in front of Turkes' 
coffin for a minute's silence 
in the courtyard of parlia- 
ment. 

Outside, tens of thou- 
sands of mourners chanting 
nationalist slogans and car- 
rying red-and-white Turk- 
ish flags blocked one of the 
capital’s arteries. 

Turkes followers, known 
as "Grey Wolves." were 
involved in street fighting 
between rightists and left- 
ists in die lute 1970s in 
which more ihan 5.000 


people were killed. The 
violence helped prompt the 
army to launch its third 
coup in as many decades. 

Turkes. known as "Bas- 
bug" (chieftain;, died of a 
heart attack on Saturday. 

Bom in 1917 in Nicosia, 
Cyprus, he was the veteran 
head of the Nationalist 
Action Party which cam- 
paigned to unite all Turkic 
peoples from the Balkans 
through Turkey to Central 
Asia. 

"Our pain is great There 
is no one like him." said 
supporter Adem Erol. 

Turkes' party remains a 
powerful influence in Turk- 
ish public life despite fail- 
ing in 1995 to win the 10 
per cent of the vote needed 
to capture any seats in par- 
liament under the election 
laws. 

Larger conservative par- 


ties have taken on many of 
his nationalist ideas over 
the year. Many members of 
the powerful security forces 
are Grey Wolf sympathis- 
ers. 

President Suleyman 
Demirel. Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan and 
political party leaders were 
expected to attend a reli- 
gious service for Turkes at 
Ankara's main Kocaiepe 
Mosque later in the day. 

Police shut roads in cen- 
tral Ankara in anticipation 
of tens of thousands of 


mourners. 

Buses carrying national- 
ists from all over the coun- 
try as well as Turkish com- 
munities in Cyprus and the 
Balkans have been arriving 
in Ankara over the last few 
days for the funeral, to be 
broadcast live on several 
television channels. 


MBC 

plans 

telethon 


to raise 
funds for 


Jerusalem, 

highlight 


situation 


By Sa'd Silawi 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The Lon- 
don-based Middle East 
Broadcasting Centre 
(MBC) will launch a 12- 
hour telethon under the 
theme ''Jerusalem App- 
eal” on Friday, April 11 


to raise funds for 
Jerusalem- 

Senior Jordanian fig- 
ures representing the 
political, economic and 
intellectual spectrum will 
be launching appeals to 
raise an amount ranging 
between $ 1 0 and $20 mil- 
lion to aid the Palestinian 
people and to enable them 
to hold in the face of the 
Israeli racial campaign 
aimed at obliterating the 
Arab identity of 
Jerusalem. 

Minister of State for 
Information Affairs 
Samir Mutawi', former 
Prime Minister Taher 
Masri, Senate member 
Abdul Majid Shouman, 
Secretary of the Palestin- 
ian Studies Institution 
Walid A! Khali di, and 
former Information Min- 
ister Mahmoud A1 Sharif 
will make televised state- 
ments, urging the public 
to donate funds to 
Jerusalem. 

The telethon, which 
starts at 12.00 GMT, 
includes interviews with 
figures from all walks of 
life and national songs in 
addition to scenes depict- 
ing the events in 
Jerusalem. 

Interviews with 

renowned figures from 
Cairo, Washington and 
Jerusalem, in addition to 
other Arab and Islamic 
capitals, will also be 
transmitted live on MBC 
Satellite from London 
and Jerusalem. 

In addition to raising 
funds to support the 
steadfastness of the Pales- 
tinian people, the telethon 
seeks to draw attention to 
the dangers threatening 
Jerusalem and its Arab 
identity. 

The MBC's daily 
"Good Evening Arabs" 
programme will be dedi- 
cated on April 9 and 10 
for announcing the 
telethon. It will broadcast 
interviews and footage on 
the situation in Jerusalem. 
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HEBRON CLASHES: A Palestinian security man tries to stop stone throwing at 
Israeli policemen and army soldiers during fierce clashes with Palestj mans on ies- 
day following an incident in the centre of the Jewish controlled part of the .^™ he ^ 
a Palestinian was shot dead by a Jewish settler Two Palestinians were killed when 
rubber-coated bullets shot by Israeli security forces penetrated their brain- Hospital 
officials in Hebron say scores of Palestinians were wounded by rubber bullets 
(Reuters photo) 


Three Israeli soldiers to be tried 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Three Israeli soldiers 
from the elite Givati Brigade are to be tried 
for beating two Palestinians who snuck out 
of the self-rule Gaza Strip into Israel, mili- 
tary officials said Tuesday. The two Pales- 
tinians. Yehiyeh Daouna, 35. and Bashir 
Baabid. 36, from the Nusseirat refugee 
camp in Gaza, were arrested several weeks 
ago after they illegally entered the Jewish 
state. The Palestinians said the soldiers 
blind-folded them and forced them to lay 
face down in their array jeep and made 
them sing songs about Givati and Golani, 
another elite Israeli military unit The men 
said they were kicked and struck with rifles 
and cellular phones if they refused to sing. 
An Israeli military doctor confirmed the 
wounds on die Palestinians, with one 
requiring three days in hospital, and both 
were returned to Gaza, officials said. The 
senior Israeli military officer who wrote the 
report on the incident described it as "very 
serious" and said the soldiers should be 
tried. The proceedings are to begin in the 
next few days. 

2 UAE rapists sentenced to death 


broke free and went on a rampage, damag- 
ing shops and injuring several people, 
before being shot dead by police, a newspa- 
per reported Tuesday. The butcher had only 
made a small cut in the throat of the enor- 
mous cow. which was lying on the ground 
with its legs tied, before it managed to free 
itself, the daily Iran said. The hysterical ani- 
mal first attacked the butcher and then sev- 
eral shops and passers-by in the poor south- 
ern district of YaftabacC the paper added. 
Panic-stricken residents sought help from 
the police, who after obtaining permission 
from a judge, shot the cow dead in a fruit 
and vegetable store. Several people suffered 
injuries and shops were damaged, the paper 
said. Although livestock are increasingly 
butchered in slaughterhouses in big cities, 
some people still prefer to do it themselves. 

Arab- Jewish kindergarten opens 


DUBAI (AFP) — Two United Arab Emi- 
rates men have been sentenced to death for 
the brutal rape and murder of an eight-year- 
old Pakistani girl kidnapped while playing 
outside her home, the justice ministry said 
Tuesday. Ahmad Mohammad Amin 
Badaow, 21, and Mohammad Abdallah 
Abdul Aziz, 22, were sentenced to death by 
a court here Monday for the October 1996 
rape and murder of the girt the justice min- 
istry said, adding that the two could appeal. 
They were convicted of forcing the girl into 
their car while she was playing in front of 
her house in the northeastern city of Khor 
Fakkan. The pair carefully planned the 
crime, having rented a car and surveyed the 
area where the girl often played, police 
said. They took the girl to an isolated area, 
tied her up and raped her repeatedly before 
abandoning her. The two men then went to 
a hotel and got drunk, toasting their crime, 
police said. The girl died several days later. 
Badaow and Aziz were arrested six months 
later after an intensive police investigation. 


WEST JERUSALEM (AFP) — The first 
kindergarten for Arab and Jewish children 
was officially opened Monday at a Christ-, 
ian-run centre in West Jerusalem. Twenty- 
eight children from both, faiths were regis-' 
rered at the kindergarten, where activites 
will be held in the Arabic and Hebrew lan- 
guages. officials said. Of the Arab children, 
only one is Palestinian: the others come 
from Arab Israeli families that live in West 
Jerusalem. The kindergarten, inaugurated 
in the presence of former mayor Teddy 
Kollek. is sited at a centre run by the Young 
Men’s Christian Association (YMCA). 
Another is planned for next year. 


UNIKOM mission to continue 


Mad cow wreaks havoc in Tehran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — A cow being slaugh- 
tered in front of a butcher shop in Tehran 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — The U.N. 
Security Council has agreed to maintain a 
U.N. observer mission along the Iraq- 
Kuwait border, in line with a recommenda- 
tion by U.N. chief Kofi Annan. In a letter 
to Mr. Annan released Tuesday, U.N. Secu- 
rity Council President Antonio Monteiro of 
Portugal said that the 15 Security Council 
members agreed on the need to maintain 
the 1,600-strong force known as UNIKOM. 
Mr. Annan said that the miss ion had 
enabled "calm and stability” to prevail 
along the border since its creation in April 
1991, following the Gulf war which rolled 
back the Iraqi occupation of Kuwait. Mr. 
Monteiro said the council would review the 
issue again in six months’ time. 
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Terra Sanda Church Tel. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman international 

Church Tel. 827126 
Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Tel. S2432S. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 

675691. 

The Ei-angelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. SI 1295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 


Amman 16. Aqaba 25 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 53 per 
cent. Aqaba 50 per cent. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 
Cold and cloudy to partly 
cloudy wealiher conditions 
will prevail with rainfall 
expected at intervals and 
winds westerly active. In 
Aqaba, skiei will -be partly 
cloudy, winds southerly active, 
and seas rough. 

Amman 05/1 1 

Aqaba 11/22 

Deserts 04/13 

Jordan Valley 09/18 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY' 

Dr. Hanna Mansour 750 197 

Dr. Afi/Shukri 898S63 

Dr. Nidai A1 Dahleh 827195 

Dr. Sa’id Tawfiq 788285 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 

A1 Asema pharmacy 637055 

A1 Salam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Naironkb pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qana 884876 

Al Quds pharmacy i — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ratib Atahah >.994424 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...985417 


EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre .637 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 1 99 
Rescue Police 192, 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 


Highway Police 843402 

lYaffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 

787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 77 3 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority' 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 

53200 

Queen Alia ImL Airport 08- 
53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

8138(3/32 

Khalidi Maternity, 6442S1/6 
Akileh Maternity, 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 


Malhas, J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 
Shmeisani Hospital 669131 
University Hospital 845845 
Al-Muasher Hospital667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664 1 64/6 

ItaBan, Al-Muhajreen777 101/3 

Al-Bashir, .775111/26 

Army, Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospitals 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865 1 99 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 
(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 
(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital(09 1986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 
IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 
(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 


This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (08)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone OS 
(52700) or 08(53250). 


Hospital 


Hospital 


Hospital 


ARRIVALS 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

8:00. Damascus (RJ) 

08^35 Lamaka (RJ) 

09:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:05 Aqaba laddMRJ) 

17:00 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

17:40 Toronto, Montreal (RJ) 

18:05 Istanbul (RJ) 

19:00~..... Brussels, Paris (RJ) 

29:10 London. Berlin (RJ) 

19:20 —.Madrid. Geneva (RJj 

19:40 Paris. Rome (RJ) 

20:40 Rome, Vienna (RJ ) 

®° ; 10 Beriut(RJ) 

02:05 Cairo (RJ) 

M:00 Jeddah ,rjj 

04:55 Singapore, Kuala 
Lumpur (RJ) 


12:55.. 
13:10 
14:30 
16:20 
17:00 
19:00. 
19:30._ 
20:40- 
21 : 10 . 
21:10 
21:30 
23:20 
23:25 
23:30 . 
05:15.. 


-Bucharest (RO) 

Doha, Abu Dhabi (GFi 

.Tunis (TU » 

Algiers i AH) 

Doha(Q7> 

London (GA) 

.Istanbul. Damascus (PK) 

London (BA) 

- Beirut (ME) 

...Paris. Damascus (AF) 

Tel Aviv (LY) 

Istanbul (TK i 

Amsterdam <KL) 

Athens (OA) 

Ankara (TK) 


London (BA) 

Damascus. Istanbul (PK) 

Cairo (MS)) 

...Hudaidah. Sanaa (1Y) 

Jeddah (SV) 

..Bahrain, Muscat (GF) 

Tunis (TV) 

Vienna (OS) 

Shariqah (AH) 

-Doha (Q7) 

Abu Dhabi, Karachi (PK) 

Berdasar(CA) 

Tel Aviv (LY) 

.. Damascus, Paris (AF) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

Ankara (PK) 

| Athens (OA) 

Istanbul (TK) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Other Flights 

09: la.... Karachi. Abu Dhabi (PK) 

!0 : 30_ Cairo (MS) 

11:00 ...Sanaa, Hudaidah (TY) 
U: 00 Jeddah (SV) 


departures 

Aqaba (add) (RJT) 

Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

Rome (RJ) 

Berlin, London (RJ) 

Casablanca (RJ) 

Istanbul (RJjj 

Beirut (RJ) 

..Riyadh, Dhahran (RJ) 

Colombo (RJ) 

New Delhi (RJ) 

..Calcutia,.Bombay (RJj 

Bombay(RJ) 

— Bombay, Muscat (RJ) 

Cairo (RJj 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Sanaa (RJ) 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 


Apple 700/500 

Banana - .600/600 


Other Flights 

W>:5D Larnaca (CY) 

08:45 Beirut (ME) 


Banana (imported) 1000/600 

Cabbage 130/80 

Carrot 180/100 

Cauliflower. 190/100 

Cucumber (large) 180/100 

Cucumber (small) 300/180 

Eggp’ant- 220/120 

Fava beans .450/250 

Garlic J6O0/H00 

Grape fruit .200/100 

Lemon _..._550Z300 

Marrow (large) _._200/120 

Marrow (small) 300/200 

Onion (green) J4W120 

Onion (dry) 480/300 

Orange 300/300 

Peas - .650/500 

Pepper (hot) ........650/400 




•y'' ... 


: ) . 
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Princess addresses roundtable devoted to 
'women’s political, social enfranchisement 


AMMAN (J.T.) — HRH Princess 
Basma Tuesday attributed inequali- 
ty between the sexes to obsolete 
social practises dating back to the 
era before Islam and perpetuated by 
legal, political, social and cultural 
mores currently prevailing in the 
Arab World as elsewhere. 

Noting that both the Holy Koran 
and tbe sayings of the Prophet 
emphasise women’s rights and 
women’s status in Islamic societies. 
Princess Basma affirmed need to 
adhere to these teachings and cul- 
tural values, while striving to 
enhance women’s societal status so 
that they might achieve equality 
and contribute to peace and devel- 
opment. 

The Princess was addressing the 
opening session of a three-day 
international roundtable meeting 
entitled: “Equal Opportunities for 
Women: a Question of Rights and 
Humanity" held at the Forte Grand 
Hotel and attended by delegates 
from 18 countries. 

The process of change and the 
attainment of equality must be con- 
ducted gradually and characterised 
by vigilance and awareness. 
Princess Basma maintained. 

"In Jordan, we are working on six 


inter-related areas of national prior- 
ity; the legal, political, social, eco- 
nomic, health and educational 
domains. We are working with men 
and women within the public and 
private sector towards changing 
legislation. At the same time, we 
are encouraging the full participa- 
tion of women’s non-governmental 
organisations and advocacy groups 
at the grassroots level” she added. 

“Through ihe Jordanian National 
Committee for Women (JNCW), 
the highest policy-making body in 
the country concerning women, we 
have been successful in making 
amendments to some laws and reg- 
ulations, such as the Labour Law, 
the Civil Service Regulation and 
the Civil Status and Passports Reg- 
ulation,” the Princess noted. 

Lauding the efforts of non-gov- 
emmental organisations (NGOs) 
and women's groups. Princess 
Basma described these as active in 
disseminating awareness among 
Jordanian women and encouraged 
women to play active roles in their 
respective local communities where 
efforts are underway towards tbe 
creation of women-oriented com- 
mittees. 

“We must encourage women’s 


economic participation alongside 
her participation in the political 
domain. Creating opportunities for 
a woman to improve her family 
income is just one of the many steps 
involved in strengthening her voice, 
her confidence and decision-mak- 
ing potential,” the Princess empha- 
sised. 

This is a constant and long-term 
process aimed at developing the 
appropriate social and cultural 
infrastructure to aid women in exer- 
cising their rights, she added. 

Addressing the meeting’s partici- 
pants, the Princess concluded: “I 
am sure we will find, in our discus- 
sions over the next few days, many 
areas of commonality. Although we 
come from different countries, we 
face many similar obstacles to our 
efforts. These often stem from a 
resistance to change on the part of 
both men and women.” 

Also addressing the meeting was 
Julia Hausermann. president of the 
International Movement for Rights 
and Humanity, which organised the 
meeting in conjunction with the 
JNCW. 

She said that the meeting aimed at 
discussing the most appropriate 
methods and means for enhancing 


and supporting women's rights, 
guaranteeing equal opportunities 
and upgrading women’s status in 
society. 

She commended Princess 
Basma’s endeavours in the 
women's movement and lauded 
Jordan's “pioneering role” in “sup- 
porting women's role in political 
life as a way to achieve equality.” 

JNCW Secretary General Hi yam 
KaJamat also addressed the meet- 
ing, welcoming delegates and reit- 
erating that the committee, under 
the chairmanship of Princess 
Basma. has contributed towards the 
improvement of Jordanian 
women's status. 

Several reports, reviewed by the 
delegates, cover women’s social 
and humanitarian rights, buttressing 
women's chances for equality 
through legislation and laws, ways 
to increase women's political activ- 
ities and influencing society to help 
enfranchise women. 

Tbe participants include intellec- 
tuals, experts in women-related 
affairs, proponents of and support- 
ers of women's rights, representa- 
tives of research centres and former 
parliamentarians worldwide. 


Former Yugoslavia to import Kingdom’s 
phosphate as debt payment — official 

AMMAN (Peoaj — Tbe head of tbe Federal Republic of Yugoslavia’s mission to Jordan 
Oliver Potezica Tuesday m aintain ed that his country plans to import 800. 000 tonnes of 
Jordanian phosphate as part of settling an estimated $30 million debt to Belgrade. 

Mr. Potezica described his country as willing to construct factories and implement other 
economic ventures in a bid to strengthen Yugoslavian-Jordanian relations. 

Yugoslavia has maintained strong economic ties with Jordan since 1952 when it was the 
first country to import phosphate from the Kingdom, he said. 

Jordanian- Yugoslavian tails are underway to reach an agreement to be signed this year, 
to cover Yugoslavian exports of industrial equipment at rates below those on the global 
market Mr. Potezica affirmed. 

, Some of Jordan's debts to his country, he said, would be paid in cash with the rest tallied 
"dirough trading phosphate and other goods with those of Yugoslavia. 

Mr. Potezica also confirmed that Jordan and Yugoslavia have reached tentative agreement 
on implementing joint pharmaceutical plants to manufacture children's medicine both to 
be sold in Jordan and exported internationally at competitive prices. 

Among the items which Yugoslavia can import from Jordan, he said, are at least four bil- 
lion different types of medical capsules manufactured in Jordan. 

A delegation from Yugoslavia will arrive here soon to sign a deal with Jordanian phar- 
maceutical firms to produce these capsules as well as other drugs and vaccines. Mr. Potez- 
ica stated. -■■■ 

He explained that Yugoslavia is ready to exchange medical expertise with Jordan and 
cooperate in mineral water therapeutical treatment with the participation of health spas in 
the two countries. *' **''• 

Party condemns Jewish settlement 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Christian Arab Democratic 
Party (CADP) this week 
described Israeli plans to 
build a new Jewish settle- 
ment in Arab East 
Jerusalem as well as its 
drive to perpetuate the 
occupation of Arab lands as 
a “flagrant defiance of both 
international law and U.N. 
Security Council resolu- 
tions on Palestine." 

“This policy is an offence 
to the Palestinian people as 
■ well as a disregard of criti- 
cism of such policy as 
expressed by the world’s 
nations, including the U.S., 
something which displays 


Israel’s intention of exacer- 
bating the situation and 
ruining the peace process " 
according to the statement 
signed by the party's Secre- 
tary General Sami Si wady. 

“As Palestinian Arabs — 
Muslims and Christians 
alike — we stand united in 
our demand that Israel 
immediately halt these arbi- 
trary and inhumane mea- 
sures and demand that the 
global community pressure 
the Israeli government to 
promptly end illegal prac- 
tices. We demand that 
Israel implement U.N. 
Security Council resolu- 
tions and respect 


international law.” the state- 
ment continued. 

It maintained that Israel 
should be compelled to 
conform to international 
law as do all other countries 
in the region, otherwise, it 
said, the whole peace 
process will be jeopardised. 

Addressing the Israeli 
society, the statement said 
“if you wish to peacefully 
co-exist with us, you must 
respect your neighbours 
rather than commit atroci- 
ties against them and you 
must respect international 
Legitimacy and the Arab 
people's human rights.” 


Students, accused of plans to attack 
Israeli embassy, released on bail 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Tttnes 

AMMAN — Seven high 
school students, out of a 
group of nine, who were 
arrested last week by secu- 
rity forces on charges of 
attempting to attack the 
Israeli embassy in Amman, 
were Tuesday released on 
bail, family members said. 

' The seven students were 
trach released on a JD 5,000 
administrative bail, accord- 
ing to Sa’eed Kayed, attor- 
ney and father of Abdul 
Rahman, who was detained 
by security forces. 

The nine students, all 
tenth and eleventh graders 
from the Arab Modem 
School, were arrested for 
questioning last Wednesday 
on suspicion of forming an 
organised group, plotting to 
attack the Israeli embassy 
and distributing ‘danger- 
ous’ pamphlets in Amman 
and Irbid. 

“We were questioned by 


authorities as to our 
motives and intentions, and 
when they were satisfied 
that we intended no harm, 
they released us.” said 
Abdul Rahman Kayed. 16. 

Initial reports had indicat- 
ed that 11 to 14 students 
had been arrested. 

According to the stu- 
dents* families, the authori- 
ties arrested the youths 
shortly after the arrest of 
three students who report- 
edly approached the Israeli 
embassy in Amman, carry- 
ing tyres and kerosene. 

“We had burnt tyres three 
weeks prior to the incident 
in front of the Israeli 
embassy, said Abdul Rah- 
man Kayed. ‘Our actions 
were not intended to harm 
anyone, but rather to 
express our disapproval and 
anger over recent events in 
the West Bank,” 

He also stated that they 
did. indeed, distribute pam- 
phlets against Israel and the 
peace process. 


“It is our democratic right 
to express our feelings and 
that is what we did.” said 
Abdul Rahman. 

He denied any connection 
with a recent attack on an 
Israeli embassy car in the 
Sweifieh neighbourhood of 
Amman. 

“We had nothing to do 
with this attack and we 
have no idea as to who 
might have done it” be told 
the Jordan Times Tuesday. 

The diplomatic car, which 
was parked beside the 
ambassador's residence, 
had its windows broken and 
its tyres punctured. Police 
ruled out theft as a motive. 

The remaining two stu- 
dents who are still being 
detained for further ques- 
tioning. according to Abdul 
Rahman Kayed. are Imad 
Adileh and Yazeed Abu 
Toq. 

Police contacted by the 
Jordan Time s Tuesday 
evening declined comment 


‘Car combustion unrelated 
to soldier’s investigation’ 


AMMAN <J.T.) — A fire, 
which burned the car of tbe 
son of the general investigat- 
ing the shooting of Israeli 
schoolchildren by a Jordanian 
soldier last month, was caused 
by a short circuit and no sabo- 
tage was intended, official 
sources said Tuesday. 

The fire, which occurred at 
3:30 a_in. in Jabal Weibdeh. 
engulfed only the car’s engine, 
the official source confirmed. 

No injuries were reported. 

The car. a Mercedes-Benz, 
belonged to the son of 
Mohammad Rasoul Kilani, 
Abdul Rahman. 

“Fire investigators deter- . 
rained that ’ a short circuit 
occurhid in ’ the car's battery . 
and that it engulfed the vehi- 
cle's 1 engine.” tbe official 


source said. 

Mr. Kilani, a retired army 
general, is the chief investiga- 
tor in the case of Corporal 
Ahmad Dakamseh. an army 
soldier, who killed seven 
Israeli students on March 13 in 
the Baqoura area on the Jor- 
danian-Israeli border. 

Five other students were 
injured in the attack. 

Cpl. Dakamseh, 28. a father 
of tiree. who was arrested 
immediately after the attack, 
told investigators that he com- 
mitted the shooting out of a 
sense of national duty and to 
protect his military honour and 
national dignity after being 
provoked by the Israeli girls 
while he was praying. R. H. 


‘Abu Khajil expected to 
be freed on bail today’ 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The former Hon- 
orary Consul of Sri Lanka 
Tawfiq Abu Khajil. accused of 
involvement in a baby traffick- 
ing scorn, is expected to be 
freed on bail today, judicial 
sources and lawyers affirmed. 

“We filed a request to free 
Mr. Abu Khajil on bail at the 
Court of Appeals, and we have 
received a positive response 
from the justices therein.” 
Defence Attorney Ahmad 
Tbeishat said. 

Judicial sources also 
affirmed Tuesday that the 
Court of Appeals is expected 
to formally accept Mr. Abu 
Khajil’s request. 

On Jan. 19 of this year, the 
Criminal Court granted a JD 
100,000 bail to free the former 
honorary consul in considera- 
tion of health problems. 

A week later, the Court of 
Appeals revoked the Criminal 
Court's ruling and ordered him 
detained. 

Mr. Abu Khajil. a Jordanian 
businessman, is currently 
being tried at the Amman 
Criminal Court on charges of 
use and issuance of forged 
documents, issuance of false 
certificates, sale of babies 
(illegal under a 1929 (aw 
against slavery), possession of 
unlicensed firearms, theft, 
import of illegal wireless 
devices, abuse of crust and 
forgery of a government seal. 

Two other woman face the 


same charges. They are 
Anourma G.L., who is accused 
of selling her baby, and 
Andrea Bustani. Mr. Abu Kha- 
jil's former secretary, who is 
being cried in absentia. 

Mr. Abu Khajil was detained 
by authorities on March 13 of 
last year shortly after airport 
police stopped a Dutch couple 
from leaving the country with 
a baby they thought to have 
had adopted after paying a 
sum of $8,000. 

The couple were found to be 
canying forged documents 
concerning the infant. 

Tbe former honorary consul 
is also being tried at the Crim- 
inal Court on charges of hav- 
ing raped several Sri Lankan 
women. 

Four Sri Lankan woman, 
whom the defendant was 
charged with having raped, 
were transferred to the Crimi- 
nal Court for altering their tes- 
timonies in court and could 
face perjury charges. 

In other developments in the 
case, the Criminal Court, 
where Mr. Abu Khajil is being 
tried on the rape charges, 
Tuesday postponed the case 
for May 6. 

According to judicial 
sources, the court is awaiting 
the results of the criminal 
prosecutor's investigation of 
the four Sri Lankan women. 

The Amman Criminal Court 
is expected to issue a verdict 
on the trafficking case and 
related charges on April 22. 



Kamleh Bass an Ahmad, mother of the Jordanian soldier Ahmed Dakamseh. who 
killed seven Israeli girls at Baqoura on March 13. Tuesday demonstrates to reporters 
as to how the victims reportedly provoked her son with signs of cynicism during his 
prayers ( AFP photo) 

Mother of Dakamseh pleads 
for ‘fair and just treatment’ 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Tmes 

AMMAN — The mother of a Jordanian 
soldier, who last month shot and killed 
seven Israeli schoolgirls, pleaded for a fair 
trial for her son and called on the govern- 
ment to ease a month-long blockade on 
their village. 

“We want a fair and just treatment for our 
son.” said Kamleh Hassan Ahmad. 62. 
mother of .Ahmad Dakamseh. 

Mr. Dakamseh is currently being detained 
in Army Headquarters for killing seven 
Israeli schoolchildren and injuring five oth- 
ers in Baqoura, 150 kilometres north of 
Amman. 

“Our village is still under heavy security 
and nobody has been permitted to visit us 
or [enter] the area,” Ms. Dakamseh said in 
a press conference at the Professional 
Unions Association on Tuesday. 

“We want the government to treat us like 
humans and stop the security officers' 
harassment,” she added. 

She described heavy security arrange- 
ments are imposed on the village and that 
all roads leading to the village, Ibdir, have 
been blocked with • non-residents- not per- 
mitted to visit. 

; “Wejcall upon human right organisations 
and. the media* to come to the village and 


see with their own eyes how the security 
officers are treating us,” she said. 

Ms. Dakamseh confirmed that during a 
20-minute visit with her son. he was calm 
and that there was no indication that he had 
been maltreated during his detention. 

“I did not see any trace of torture on his 
face or body. He told me not to cry and was 
inquiring about his ill father.” she said. 

She told reporters that her son displayed 
neither sorrow nor regret. 

Ahmad Najdwai. Mr. Dakamseh's attor- 
ney who visited his client on a separate 
occasion, stud that a military panel was 
expected to conclude the charge list Jare 
this month and hinted that the trial of the 
28-year-old soldier might start at that lime. 

Mr. Najdawi called on the government to 
hold a public trial. 

“This case requires a public trial.” he 
stated in the same press conference, 'it 
would be a mistake and illegal to resort to a 
secret trial." 

Meanwhile, a six-person army team visit- 
ed Israel on Monday to investigate the 
shooting. 

Israeli media described the team, headed 
by General .Ahmad Musa and including, 
among others. Brigadier Mansour Abu 
Rashid, as- aimed at. “collecting evidence 
from the victims and security from lust 
month's incident.” 


NHF sponsors inf l children's book show 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Noor 
AJ Hussein Foundation (NHF) 
is sponsoring an international 
children’s book exhibition in 
conjunction with the Jordanian 
Publishers Federation and A1 
Bashir Publishing and Distrib- 
ution House. 

The exhibition is expected to 
open later this month. 

NHF Executive Director 
Yasser Tal, stated that the exhi- 
bition, to be held from April 
23-30. will include many Arab 
and international , publishing 
houses, displaying a wide vari- 
ety of books to be sold at a 25 
per cent discount to encourage 
reading among children. 

The exhibition, to be held at 
the International Expo Centre 


in Amman, will help con- 
tribute to national efforts of 
providing cultural material for 
the children of the Arab World, 
Mr. Tal maintained. 

He expressed optimism that 
the exhibition would become 
an annual event in the King- 
dom. he said. 

Her Majesty Queen Noor is 
eager to support cultural activ- 
ities directed towards children, 
Mr. Tal added. 

He affirmed that the Queen, 
through NHF, has been consis- 
tently sponsoring activities to 
promote children's short sto- 
ries. poems, plays and the pre- 
sentation of prizes and certifi- 
cates of merit for young writ- 
ers. 


The annual NHF sponsored 
Children's Congress, held over 
the past 16 years, increases, 
children’s grasp of culture and 
widens the scope of their 
knowledge about the Arab 
World. Mr. Tal staled. 

It also promotes solidarity 
and cooperation among Arabs, 
he added. 

According to Director of the 
international Expo Centre 
Radwan Daboui. the- exhibi- 
tion will have a special wing 
for Jordanian writers. 

NHF official. Is am Zawawi. 
stated that auxiliary to the 
exhibition, plans have been 
drawn up for a number of 
workshops and seminars. 


Council of Ministers to lessen 
custom fees on live sheep imports 


AMMAN (Petra) — In a bid to deal with a meat 
shortage in local markets, the Council of Minis- 
ters Tuesday decided to lessen customs fees 
imposed on the importation of live sheep to be 
equitable with those charged on imported fresh 
meat. 

A statement, following the regular cabinet 
meeting, maintained that the move was taken 
upon the recommendations of a special ministe- 
rial committee on food supplies. 

It said that the decision would increase the 
amount of imported live sheep and also encour- 
age local livestock breeders with a resultant 
decline in meat prices. 

This decision will create jobs ami increase the 
production of leather, wool and other materials, 
according to the statement 

An increase in imports of sheep will translate 
into the availability of meat at all times and at 


lower cost than the fresh meat imports, it added. 

The Cabinet will entrust the minister of Sup- 
ply to control meat pricing and to participate in 
the process of meat imports whenever a short- 
age of meat in the local markets appears, the 
statement said. 

The Council of Ministers also decided to 
allow the private sector to import different types 
of cereals but set a condition that importers 
must obtain a licence from the Ministry of Sup- 
ply which will set appropriate dates for such 
imports. 

In addition, the Cabinet decided to distribute 
JD 23 million, collected by the state treasury 
from fees, fines, feel revenues and other miscel- 
laneous items, to the country’s 298 municipal 
and 166 village councils to help curry out munic- 
ipal services. 
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Loyalist troops say rebels repulsed near Zaire city 



A little boy. separated from his parents as they fled across Eastern Zaire, on Monday waits for attention in a refugee 
camp along a stretch of road south of Kisangani The United Nations is now working on a plan to repatriate the 
some 80.000 Rwandan refugees still remaining in Eastern Zaire (Reuters photo) 


LUBUMBASHL Zaire (R) — 
Diehard members of Zaire’s 
collapsing army said on 
Tuesday they had repulsed an 
attempt by rebels to seize the 
copper city of Lubumbasha, 
which was rocked by explo- 
sions and gunfire overnight. 

"We have repulsed the 
enemy," said an officer from 
President Mobutu Sese Seko’s 
Special Presidential Guard 
(DSP), the only pan of the 
army which seems ready to 
put up a fighL 

"The enemy has fled." said a 
DSP soldier at a checkpoint 
some five kilometres out of 
town towards the frontline. 

Soldiers manning a road- 
block said army units fought 
off rebels near Kipushi. 30 
kilometres southwest of 

Lubumbashi. 

“Everything is calm. We 
repulsed the enemy near 
Kipushi," one soldier saicL 
There was no independent 
confirmation of this. 

Nightwatchmen who had 
been guarding buildings said 
there were a few' explosions in 
the direction of the airport, 
northeast of the city, around 
midnight. 

A dozen DSP soldiers were 
blocking the road- Just behind 
them were growing crowds of 
townspeople, unanimous in 
their support for rebel leader 
Laurent Kabila. 

Guerrillas trying to end 
Mobutu's 32-year rule have 
met little resistance since 
launching their armed cam- 
paign from Zaire's eastern 


borderlands six months ago. 

Residents reported explo- 
sions overnight on approaches 
to Lubumbashi. Zaire’s sec- 
ond city which is the next 
declared target of Kabila’s 
rebels. 

In the capital Kinshasa 
defence ministry sources said 
the DSP had been sent to push 
back rebels from Kipushi. on 
the Zambian border, reported 
to have fallen to rebels earlier. 

It was not immediately dear 
if the heavy gunfire overnight 
was linked to the DSP’s inter- 
vention. 

The DSP has more weapons 
and is generally better disci - 

p lined than the rest of Zaire's 

ragged army that has distin- 
guished itself in looting during 
the civil war but has put up lit- 
tle resistance against the 
rebels. 

Its defined role is to protect 
Mobutu and vital national 
interests. As such it has been 
concentrated in northern 
Gbadolire where Mobutu has 
a preferred jungle palace, and 
in Shaba province, which pro- 
duces copper wealth. 

Lubumbashi is the capital of 
Zaire's lifeline copper and 
cobalt mining industry that 
has financially underpinned 
Mobutu's hold on the vast 
Central African country. 

Military sources said 
defence chief General Mahele 
Lieko Bokungo had long 
wanted to bring the DSP into 
the fighting following his 
appointment last December 
but had failed because of dis- 


agreements with the unit's 
commander. 

There were few people on 
the streets of Lubumbashi on 
Tuesday morning alter the 
overnight curfew ended at 6 
a_m. and some soldiers mill ed 
about aimlessly. 

International efforts to nego- 
tiate an end to the fighting 


showed no sign of a break- 
through after a third day of 
talks on Monday between 
waning parties in South 
Africa. 

Earlier on Monday a 
Zairean government army 
commander said the rebels 
were about 15 kilometres 
from the city. 


In South Africa envoys from 
Kinshasa and those of rebel 
leader Kabila met through 
Monday with no tangible sign 
of any progress in the search 
for peace. 

In Washington, the United 
States insisted it had no inten- 
tion of intervening militarily 
in Zaire's civil war. 


‘The presence of the 
American military in Gabon, 
in Congo and on the seas is to 
be available for any kind of 
evacuation that should be nec- 
essary of American citizens 
and American government 
employees.” said State 
Department spokesman 
Nicholas Bums. 


S. Korea, U.S. hope for peace talks with starving N. Korea 


Former 

Bangladeshi 

President 

Ershad 

admits 

adultery 

withMP 

DHAKA (AFP) — 
Deposed Bangladeshi 
President Hussain 

Muhammad Ershad finally 
owned up to a much 
rumoured affair with an MP 
from his Jatiya Party in a 
newspaper interview pub- 
lished here Tuesday. 

Ershad admitted he was 
romantically linked to 
Zeenat Hossain, the wife of 
opposition Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party MP 
Mosharraf Hossain. 

His confession came two 
weeks after he denied 
rumours that he had strayed 
from his wife for 14 years. 

“The problem is complex 
(and) em harassing, but I 
have made my stand known 
to Zeenat and now it is her 
tum to decide," he told the 
Bengali- language Sangbad 
newspaper. 

He said he was “very 
weak' where this issue was 
concerned, adding “I am 
somehow stuck with this 
problem ... This problem 
has to be solved.” 

The affair came to a head 
some two weeks ago when 
at his 6Sth birthday party he 
handed the first slice of 
cake not to his wife. 
Ruushan. but to his lover of 
14-years, he said. 

His wife walked out but 
eventually agreed to return 
to their home in the wealthy 
Gulshan district after 
Ershad spoke to her. 
although he added he had 
not gone to see here right 
away. 

“The first few days I did 
not go to bring her (back). 
Then when I went she 
placed some conditions, ro 
which I said ‘iook. you 
know our 14-year history' ... 
then why such condi- 
tions,'" he was quoted as 
saying. 

“At one stage. I told her. 
'remember I am a man. if 
you exceed your limits you 
will lose your husband.'” 
Ershad said he understood 
that no relationship could 
continue in such a manner 
especially as Bangladesh's 
“morality factor 7 " would not 
permit iL 

Under Islamic law a man 
can have up to four wives, 
provide that the first wife 
agrees. 

Ershad and Raushan have 
a son, Saad, and an adopted 
daughter, Jabeen. 


SEOLIL (AFP) — South 
Korea and the United States 
held out hope for peace talks 
with North Korea as experts 
predicted Tuesday the threat 
of mass starvation could 
force the Stalinist state to the 
negotiating table. 

Foreign Ministry 

spokesman Lee Kyu-Hyung 
told AFP that South Korea 
expected three-way talks 
including the United States to 
be held in New York, perhaps 
in mid- or late April. 

“We would hope that they 
would ultimately accept our 
proposal for four-party talks 
(also including China.).” be 
said “It is not a matter of 


ZACATECAS, Mexico (R) 
— The king and queen of 
Spain, two Nobel laureates 
and hundreds of experts 
assembled in this Mexican 
town on Monday to reassess 
the Spanish language after 
five centuries in the 
Americas. 

In just five days, they aim 
to analyse, correct and cele- 
brate a language that has 
become the primary tongue 
for 20 countries and. by the 
end of the century, an esti- 
mated 400 million people. 

King Juan Carlos and 
Queen Sofia of Spain, 
accompanied by Mexican 
President Ernesto Zedillo, 
inaugurated the First 
International Conference of 
the Spanish Language, 
which will focus on its usage 
in the media 

Colombian novelist 
Gabriel Garcia Marquez, the 
19S2 Nobel prize winner, 
stole the show, pointing to 
the complexity of the lan- 
guage he said was poised for 
a global future. 

“Consider that the verb ‘to 
pass’ has 54 meanings while 
in the republic of Ecuador 
they have 105 names for the 
male sex organ." Garcia 
Marquez said. 

‘Things have so many 
names in so many languages 
that it is not easy knowing 
what to call any of iL" 

The novelist a failed ency- 
clopaedia salesman who sold 
40 million copies of his 1967 
masterpiece “One Hundred 
Years of Solitude”, used 
"Magic Realism" made 
famous in his works to 
underline the language's 
lyricism and wit 

“How many times have we 
tried a cup of coffee that 
tastes of window, bread that 
tastes of a comer, a cherry 
that tastes of a kiss?” he 
asked. 

Britain and the United 
States were once described 
as two countries separated 
by a common language. In 
Spanish, that can be multi- 


being optimistic or pes- 
simistic but we hope it will go 
further” 

The four-pan>' peace talks 
were proposed by U.S. 
President Bill Clinton and his 
South Korean counterpart, 
Kim Young-Sam. in April 
1996 to hammer out a peace 
agreement replacing the 1953 
armistice that ended the 
Korean War. Suh Jae-Jean. a 
senior researcher at the .state- 
financed Institute for 
National Unification, said 
“death by starvation, reported 
from remote regions, will 
spread slowly and widely 
across the nation.” 

"The situation will prompt 


plied tenfold as one coun- 
try's harmless words for a 
fruit or insect can be another 
country's slap in the face. 

And like any language. 
Spanish is under assault by 
poor usage in print, on the air 
or in the street. It is altered 
by foreign influences and 
whimsically made-up words. 

If there was one conclusion 
reached on the first day, it 
was that the language had a 
bright future. 

“We Spanish and Hispano- 
Americans are the owners 
and users of one of the four 
great languages of the near 
future, the * others being 
English. Arabic and 
Chinese.'' said 1989 Nobel 
laureate Camilo Jose Cela of 
Spain. 

Until the 16th century. 
Spanish was used only in 
one country in Europe but 
was spread throughout the 
new world by the Spanish 
conquest, started in 1492. 

Spanish is also the second 
language in the United 
States, where it is often 
transformed into 

“Spanglish". a linguistic 
dance between Spanish and 
English that is common near 
the Mexican border and 
among immigrants in big 
cities. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
once said that he expected 
future presidents would be 
all but required to speak 
Spanish. 

“Thanks to iLs variations. 
Spanish continues to be a 
universal language." said 
Mexican 1990 Nobel laure- 
ate Octavio Paz, whose 
videotaped message from 
Mexico City was played ro 
the audience. Poor health 
prevented him from travel- 
ling to the colonial mining 
town of Zacatecas. 

"The language belongs to 
everyone and to no one,” Paz 
said. “Even though Spanish 
in all these countries has its 
own characteristics, its sin- 
gularity in the end results in 
unity.” 


the regime in Pyongyang to 
come out for talks with 
Washington and Seoul. 
Pyongyang is expected to 
accept the four-way talks ro 
get more aid." the U.S. State 
Department said in 
Washington on Monday it 
hoped North Korea would 
agree ‘Very soon" to hold his- 
toric peace talks with South 
Korea. 

“Our hope, of course, is that 
the North Koreans will agree 
very soon to the four-party 
proposal themselves, and that 
those talks can be begun. 
Thai’s our hope,” department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums 
told reporters. 


NEW YORK (Rj — 
Journalists whose subjects 
ranged from the war in 
Afghanistan to the fight 
against AIDS won Pulitzer 
prizes Monday and for the first 
time in 80 years the awards 
paid homage to a working jazz 
musician. 

Trumpet Virtuoso Wynton 
Marsalis, 35, won the prize for 
music for his three-hour orato- 
rio with jazz orchestra. “Blood 
on the Fields.” a tale of an 
African king thrown into slav- 
ery. 

It was the first time a work of 
jazz and blues music won the 
award. 

No award was given for 
drama for the first time since 
1986. although the drama 
committee recommended 
three plays, and no awards 
were given for stories connect- 
ed to the 1996 presidential 
election. 

The Pulitzer board said no 
candidates for the drama prize 
met its standards. It was the 
14th time since 1917 that no 
drama award was given. 

An American raised in 
Ireland, Frank McCourr. won 
the prize for biography for 
“Angela’s Ashes." a searing 
story of growing up poor, 
starving and sick in Limerick. 

The memoir by the 66-year- 


TIRANA (AFP) — Two 
mechanics who refused to fix 
a Mercedes-Benz automobile 
were shot dead Monday in 
Dunes, police in the Adriatic 
port that serves the Albanian 
capital Tirana said. 

They were among four peo- 
ple known to have died vio- 
lently during the day in 
Albania, which has been 
plagued by lawlessness since 
an armed insurrection erupted 
little more than a month ago. 

For the mechanics, death 
came after they refused to 


‘The North Koreans indi- 
cated that they will be pre- 
pared soon to give the United 
States and the Republic of 
Korea a formal response to 
our joint briefing” in New 
York on March 5. he said. 

At working-level talks in 
New York on Friday. North 
Korea proposed holding an 
assistant or deputy ministeri- 
al-level meeting between 
Seoul, Pyongyang and 
Washington at an early date 
in New York. 

The South Korean ministry 
spokesman said Foreign 
Minister Yoo Chong-Ha was 
due to fly to Tokyo on 
Monday for a three-day visit 


old retired New York City 
schoolteacher was praised for 
its memorable opening lines: 

"When I look back at my 
childhood, I wonder how I 
managed to survive at all. It 
was, of course, a miserable 
childhood, the happy child- 
hood is hardly worth your 
while. Worse than the ordinary 
miserable childhood is the 
miserable Irish childhood, and 
worse yet is the miserable Irish 
Catholic childhood.” 

Novelist Steven Millhauser 
won the prize for fiction for 
“Martin Dressier." described 
as the decline and fall of one 
man’s quest for the American 
dream. 

The prizes in journalism, 
drama, letters and music are 
awarded annually on the rec- 
ommendation of the Pulitzer 
Prize board at Columbia 
University. 

The prize for general non- 
fiction went to "Ashes to 
Ashes: America's IOC)- year 
Cigareue War. The Public 
Health, and the Unabashed 
Triumph of Philip Morris.” by 
Richard kluger. The prize for 
history went to Jack Rakove 
for “Original Meanings: 
Politics and Ideas in die 
Making of the Constitution.” 

The prize for poetry' went to 
Lisel Mueller for “Alive 


work on the white Mercedes 
because they felt there was 
not enough time left before a 
curfew took effect at 8:00 
pm Two men inside the car 
pulled out AK-47 assault 
rifles, riddled them with bul- 
lets. then fled. Police said 
they now were looking for the 
vehicle and its occupants. 

Assault rifles were looted in 
large numbers from military 
depots at the start of the upris- 
ing in this impoverished 
balkans state, which has been 
badly shaken this year by the 


that would include updating 
Tokyo on developments 
towards peace talks and on 
the North's food situation. 

U.S. and South Korean mil- 
itary leaders pledged a tight 
security alliance Tuesday to 
guard against any unexpected 
events threatening security on 
the tense Korean Peninsula, 
officials said. 

Visiting General John 
Shalikashvili. chairman of 
the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
also discussed the North's 
military situation in talks with 
his South Korean counter- 
part, Yoon Yong-Nam, 
Yoon's spokesman said. 


Together. New and Selected 
Poems." 

In the journalism awards, the 
spot news reporting prize was 
awarded to Newsday’s staff in 
Melville. New York, for its 
coverage of the TWA Flight 
800 crash and its aftermath. 

The Wall Street Journal staff 
won for national reporting for 
its coverage of the struggle 
against AIDS. The paper broke 
the story that a cocktail of 
drugs was proving effective in 
controlling the virus that caus- 
es aids. 

John F. Bums of the New 
York Times won for interna- 
tional reporting for a second 
time. The former Bosnia corre- 
spondent won this time for his 
reporting from Afghanistan, 
where the extreme Taleban 
fundamentalists took control. 

The Times-Picayune of New 
Orleans won the Public 
Service Award for a series on 
threats to the world's supply of 
fish and for Walt 
Handelsman's editorial car- 
toons. The feature photogra- 
phy prize went to Alexander 
ZemLianicbenko of the 
Associated Press for his photo 
of Russian President Boris 
Yclisin -dancing at a rock con- 
cert during his re-election 
campaign. 


collapse of fraudulent invest- 
ment schemes. 

Monday's other fatalities 
were a 55-year-old man hit by 
a stray bullet amid a gun battle 
between rival gangs in Risilia. 
near the southern port of 
Vlore, and an 18-year-old 
who was fatally wounded 
when a grenade that he and 
his friends were playing with 
exploded. More than 350 
people have died, and 700- 
plus injured, in violent inci- 
dents in Albania since the 
beginning of February. 


Spanish language goes 
under the microscope 


Jazz wins music Pulitzer 
Prize for first time ever 


Albanians killed for not fixing a Mercedes 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


18 killed in Afghanistan blast 

PESHAWAR I AFP) — Eighteen people were killed when 
dynamite stored in a house exjrtoderi in the eastern 
Afghan province of Kunar, the Afghan Islamic Press 
(AlF) reported Tuesday. The explosion occurred in the 
home of a resident of the village of Shenagal for use on 
road construction. AIP said, quoting a delayed message 
from across the border. The family was cooking food for 
guests when a spark from the fire caused the dynamite to 
explode on March 29, it said. Kunar is adjacent to the 
Ningarhar province where an ammunition dump blast 
killed some 50 people on March 19. 

Banker paid $31m in a year in London 

LONDON (AFP) — A Japanese-born merchant banker in 
London earned a staggering $31 milhon la« year, report- 
ing nearly $85,000 a day, it was revealed Tuesday. Slugeru 
Myojin. known as “Sugar” to colleagues ar Salomon 
Brothers, has been earning large sums for years, but for the 
first time his pay has been made public because be has 
become a director of the company. The head of proprietary 
trading and risk management at the U.S.-owned Merchant 
Bank in Central London was born in Nagoya, Japan, but has 
worked in the British capital all his adult life. At 47, be dri- 
ves a Ferrari, has been known to ride a bicycle around the 
dealing room and has sometimes been seen m Salomons 
offices wearing a U.S. array helmet and wielding a baseball 
bat His elevation to the board reportedly onr after he had 
announced he was retiring from Salomon Brothers, follow- 
ing a year in which he was paid $20 million. 

‘Pill stimulates libido in the elderly’ 

HAVANA (AFP) — A pill containing the active ingredi- 
ents of a wild plant has been found to stimulate libido in me 
elderly, Cuba's National Information Agency ( AIN) report- 
ed Monday. Two Cuban laboratories make the pill, which 
in clinical trials stimulated the libido of people living in 
homes for the elderly. AIN said. The pill — which also con- 
tains magnesium, phosphorus, zinc, iron and potassium — 
could be “a new dietary supplement” according to AIN. 

Hong Kong high-rise fire kills seven 

HONG KONG (AFP) — Fire raced through a Hong Kong 
high-rise apartment b uilding Tuesday killing seven people, 1 
inclu ding two children, and injuring 28, officials said. Tbe 
fire broke out on tbe sixth floor of the 18-storey building, 
one of 60 identical blocks in Lai Chi Kok, Western 
Kowloon. Many of the injured were said to be in serious 
condition. A government spokesman said the victims, two 
women, two giris and a man, died in hospital from bums. 
Tbe 28 injured were all being treated in hospital. The cause 
of the fire was not immediately known. 

Canberra retreats from sex movie ban 

CANBERRA (R) — Australia's Conservative govern- 
ment stung by community outrage at parliament's recent 
abolition of a euthanasia law, Tuesday dropped a plan io 
ban sex movies on pay television and video tape. Attorney- 
General Daryl Williams said the government would ban 
movies that combined sex with violence, degradation or 
children, but the new policy failed to generally’ outlaw 
movies explicitly showing sex, as originally proposed- The 
original proposal sparked criticism that Canberra for the 
second time in a month wanted to limit individual freedom 
and impose the moral views of politicians. “Amazingly, 
commonsense prevailed.” Fiona Patten, a spokeswoman 
for die Sex Video Industry, told reporters. Federal parlia- 
ment last month struck down a pioneering territory law that 
allowed voluntary euthanasia, the world's first such law. 

France flies home illegal Romanians 

PARIS (R) — France deported home 30 Romanians who 
were illegal residents or had threatened public order, the 
interior ministry said on Tuesday. It said they were flown to 
Bucharest on Monday night on a plane chartered by the 
French government in the 40th such collective deportation 
of illegal immigrants in almost two years. The ministry said 
23,855 illegal foreign residents had been sent home since 
the centre-right government took power 23 months ago. 
cracking down on illegal immigration. 

Immunity demanded for sultan of Brunei 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) — Lawyers for the sultan of 
Brunei and his brother argued Monday for sovereign 
immunity from a lawsuit filed against them by a former 
beauty queen who alleged they sexually abused her. But 
attorneys for the onetime Miss USA, Shannon la Rhea 
Marketic, aruged that sovereign immunity should not pro- 
tect personal acts of Haji Hassanal Bolkiah and his brother 
Haji Jefri Bo lkiah . U.S. District Judge Consuelo Marshall 
did not immediately rule on the arguments. 

‘Brown bagging 9 soars in workplace 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — Tbe number of meals brought 
from home to school or the workplace — known as 
‘brown bagging — has risen 4S per cent over the last 
decade, according to the consulting firm NPD Group. Inc. 
People most often brown-bag lunch, which increased 26 
per cent, but the Illinois-based NPD — which surveys peo- 
ple about their eating habits — said breakfast has tripled 
since 1 984 and dinner has doubled. Fifty-one per cent of 
all brown bag lunches have ham sandwiches, making that 
the top item on the menu. But frozen entrees are the 
tastest-growmg item. “It's happening because people are 
working longer hours and companies are looking to eke 
outproductivtty,” said John Challenger of Challenger Gray 
and Christmas, a national outplacement company. 

Policeman gets 5 years for $8.5 bribe 

(AFP) — A" Indian police officer who 
denuded 300 rupees ($8.5) to help a man get a passport 
has been sentenced to five-and-a-half years of hard labour, 
newspapers said Tuesday. Assistant sub-inspector Prem Raj 

^ a coun h ere on Monday, 
tte statesman said. Singh was caught by his colleagues 

while accepting the money from Mohammad Israel ASarl 

Kenya judges divided on wearing wigs 

whrt££ B r! judges are divided over 

L ■^ eanng ^ Phonal robe and wig 

“JSf Brmsh colonial era, with some saying the 

attire is wildly lnairoronnatf* for Vamm', ° 



C ~_ c ~ — JUVJ 5 c; oucik /\min as savi 
ference m the port city of Mombasa that tin 
Kenyan judges look like “second class englis 
SgL 1 ™. s*0PP^ the British style of dnL 
y&as after attaining independence.” he said. Bu 
wlleagues more committed to tradition said 
status quo so that judges could t 
Ongui^ied from the public. Kenya gaiiwt its i 
from Britain in 1963. 
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^ REHEARSAL: Russian Interior Ministry soldiers try to keep serious as they look 
at a boy walking along their line during a rehearsal in central St Petersburg on 
Tuesday. Many military units of tbe St Petersburg garrison are involved in prepa- 
rations for the Victor}* Day parade due on May 9 (Reuters photo) 


Pakistan foreign minister sees 
fruitful dialogue with India 


NEW DELHI (Rj — 
Pakistani Foreign Minister 
GoharAyub Khan was quot- 
ed on Tuesday as saying 
Islamabad hoped peace 
talks with New Delhi would 
move forward even if Indian 
Prime Minister H.D. Deve 
Gowda’s government fell. 

Khan told Cable News 
Network (CNN) television 
that three wars between the 
neighbouring countries 
could have been avoided, 
and that Pakistan would not 
allow the fresh peace talks 
which began last month to 
fail. 

Khan was asked how a 
^crisis threatening Deve 
Gowda’s government 
affected the dialogue. Deve 
Gowda faces a vote of con- 
fidence in parliament on 
Friday. 

“By and large the foreign 
policy of India may not 
undergo a drastic change.” 
Khan said, according to a 
transcript of the interview 
released by CNN. “We are 
hopeful whichever govern- 
ment there is. existing or a 
new government, that we’d 
continue this dialogue in a 
fruitful manner.” 

Khan said three wars since 
1947 between the two coun- 


tries did not achieve much. 

“Pakistan today is in a 
position to talk on substan- 
tial issues,” he said. “We 
should talk and talk, and 
that's what we’ll do. We’ll 
talk, we will not allow the 
talks to break.” 

The Pakistani minister, 
who was to raeer his Indian 
counterpart Inder Kumar 
Gujral on Wednesday, urged 
New Delhi to reduce the 
number of security forces in 
Kashmir as a siep towards 
settling a longstanding dis- 
pute over the region. 

“What can happen is as a 
starter. India can reduce the 
troop level in Kashmir.” he 
said. 

A large number of Indian 
forces are deployed in 
Jammu and Kashmir state to 
combat a separatist insur- 
gency. 

India accuses Pakistan of 
arming and training guerril- 
las fighting New Delhi's 
rule in the state, the only 
Muslim majority province 
in mostly Hindu India. 

Asked if Pakistan would 
give an assurance that it 
would stop the infiltration 
of militants into Jammu and 
Kashmir. Khan said: “What 
is the Indian army doing 


there (with) 700,000 troops 
if they can't man the bor- 
der?” 

The Pakistani minister 
reiterated Islamabad’s view 
thai Kashmiris should be 
allowed to vote in a referen- 
dum to determine whether 
the region would be folded 
into Pakistan or India. 

Khan said if the two coun- 
tries settled their problems, 
they would unleash great 
dynamism. “We could both 
of us be super risers in 
Asia.” he said. 

Khan and Gujral were 
scheduled to hold talks over 
breakfast on Wednesday 
startins at 9 a.m. (0330 
GMT). 

The two would carry for- 
ward four days of negotia- 
tions last month between the 
two nations’ foreign secre- 
taries — the highest ranking 
civil servants in the foreign 
ministries. 

Diplomats said the talks 
on Wednesday were not 
expected to last long, and 
Khan was scheduled to 
leave New Delhi, where he 
has been attending a meet- 
ing of the Non-Aligned 
Movement, on the same 
dav. 


Cohen warns of danger if U.S. cuts 
its military presence in East Asia 


TOKYO l AFP) - U.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Cohen defended the U.S. mil- 
itary presence in East Asia on 
Tuesday. w r arning that a 
reduction could lead to a 
regional arms race and an 
increased danger of conflict. 

Cohen was responding to a 
stir caused here by his ’state- 
ment that U.S. force levels 
will remain at about 100,000 
troops even if there is a peace- 
fill reunification of the 
Korean Peninsula. 

“If we were to have a sub- 
stantial reduction of our force 
in the region. I believe that 
would set up a very negative 
dynamic, namely other coun- 
tries would then fed an oblig- 
ation to start arming them- 
selves to a much greater level 
than they currently are,” 
Cohen said at a news confer- 
ence. 

“That would not bode well I 
think for the region. Il might 
in fact contribute to greater 
potential for conflict, which is 
something we do not want lo 
see take place,” he said. 

Asked whether those troops 
were needed to check China's 
emerging military power. 
Cohen insisted they were “not 
directed toward China.” 

“Whatever China does in 


terms of the future, it's not 
going to alter what I think is a 
sound policy of having a pres- 
ence in this region.” he said. 

In Beijing, the Foreign 
Ministry again criticised the 
U.S. presence, saving “.Asia's 
problems should be solved by 
the countries which make up 
the region” and that stability' 
could be maintained without 
outside interference. 

Cohen has used his first 
Asian trip as secretary to send 
a clear message that U.S. 
security commitment to the 
region remains unchanged 
despite a post-cold war draw- 
down and growing restive- 
ness among the Japanese 
hosts of 47,000 of the U.S. 
troops. 

The Japanese government 
assured Cohen the parliament 
would pass a special law- 
extending leases for U.S. mil- 
itary facilities in Okinawa 
even if local landlords refuse 
to renew them when they 
expire. 

But more than IS months 
after the rape of a 1 2-year-old 
Okinawa schoolgirl by three 
U.S. servicemen, protests and 
demands for a reduced U.S. 
military presence continue. 

In visits to a U.S. air base 
and a naval base earlier in the 


day. Cohen reminded L’.S. 
military personnel that they 
were goodwill ambassadors 
and one bad deed could spoil 
relations with Japan. 

“Remember you are in 
effect an ambassador of the 
United States.” Cohen told 
enlisted air force personnel at 
the Yokota Airbase, about 30 
kilometres southwest of cen- 
tral Tokyo. 

“Every one of you under- 
stand you can do a hundred 
good deeds and you will get 
credit for it,” Cohen said. "On 
the other hand, one bad deed 
and that makes the headline 
news and changes people's 
perception of what we are 
doing as a nation,” he said. 

At Yokosuka, where Cohen 
spoke to sailors on the flight 
cix'k of the U.S. Aegis cruiser 
Bunker Hill, a U.S. navy petty 
officer is under investigation 
for allegedly assaulting a 
Japanese woman. 

At each skip, he emphasised 
the importance of the U.S. 
relationship with Japan, call- 
ing it “the cornerstone" of the 
U.S. strategy to be a Pacific 
power. 

•’We are a global power and 
we want to continue to exer- 
cise our role as being a super- 
power... but we can't do it 


alone." Cohen said. "We have 
to hav e great allies and Japan 
is a great ally of the United 
States. 

"It Is crucial to he involved 
with the Japanese people. It i> 
crucial to our being able to 
exercise influence toward this 
entire region.” he said in 
Yokota. 

At Yokcr-uka. he told >ailors 
the U.S. hopes its alliance 
with Japan "will continue 
indefinitely into the future for 
50 and luu years anj well 
beyond,” 

Cohen wa* meeting later in 
the day w ith Japanese Foreign 
Minister Yukihiko Ikeda to 
pursue talks on the U.S. mili- 
tary presence and regional 
issues such as the div ided 
Korean Peninsula 

Monday. Japanese Defence 
Agency Director Fumio 
Kyuma assured Cohen that a 
special law extending the 
leases of U.S. military instal- 
lations in Okinawa would be 
passed in time for a U.S.- 
Japan summit in two weeks, a 
U.S. spokesman said. 

Some Okinawa l.mdlords 
ha\e threatened not lo renew 
the leases when they evpire. 

“They believe that this 
daw ) will pass and this will be 
done b\ the lime Prime 


Minister Hasliimoto meets 
President Clinton." Pentagon 
spokesman Kenneth Bacon 

said. 

Cohen and Kyuma also 
reviewed progress on updat- 
ing the 1978 defense guide- 
lines that would spell out 
Japan's role in supporting 
U.S. forces in the event of a 
crisis on the Korean 
Peninsula, or other conflicts. 

Washington wants written 
assurances that U.S. tnvips 
and aircraft w ill he able to use 
Japanese facilities and move 
through the country. 

Tlte issue is sensitive 
because Japan's post- w. u- 
constitution ktrs it from using 
military lurce except in self- 
defense. 

Bacon said the Japanese 
hoped to present an interim 
progress rejxin sometime in 
may on the guidelines and the 
two sides .ire v\ orkinp to com- 
plete them by the tune of a 
meeting of U.S. ,md Japanese 
foreign anJ defence ininMeis 
in September. 

Cohen also raised U.S. 
interest in involving Japan in 
developing Theater missile 
defences, but Bacon said (lie 
issue was not a focus ol 
Monday's talks. 


India’s Congress 
Party chief says 
open for dialogue 


NEW DELHI (R) — India’s 
Congress Party’ chief. Sitaram 
Kesri, on Tuesday struck a 
conciliatory note in the 
nation's political crisis, say- 
ing he was open to talks with 
Prime Minister H.D. Deve 
Gowda’s ruling alliance. 

“1 am ready for talks if the 
proposal comes from their 
side. There is no doubt in it,” 
kesri told Reuters after 
addressing a rally in the 
Indian capital. 

Kesri triggered a political 
crisis on March 30 when he 
withdrew Congress’s vital 
support for Deve Gowda's 
minority’ .United From 
Coalition government. Deve 
Gow'da now faces a vote of 
confidence in parliament on 
Friday. 

Earlier on Tuesday, Kesri 
was quoted as saying talks 
could begin provided Prime 
Minis ter HJD. Deve Gowda 
stepped down. 

But the Congress leader set 
no such precondition at the 
rally. 

“We are hungry for respect, 
not for power,” Kesri told 
party supporters at the rally. 

“J don’t have anything per- 
sonal against Deve Gowda. 
When I speak, 1 speak of 
Deve Gowda as the prime 
minister,” he added. Many 
Congress members praised 
Kesri for his speech, which 
was moderate compared with 
an attack he launched on 
Deve Gowda last week. 

“Tbe earlier speech was a 
natural outburst against the 
insults heaped on Congress 
by the United Front," said a 
senior Congress leader, who 
asked not to be identified. 


Kesri said the 10-month old 
minority United Front 
Coalition, which relied on the 
support of the 138 Congress 
deputies in parliament, never 
consulted the Congress Pam- 
on important policy deci- 
sions. 

Nor did the United Front 
support Congress in key state 
polls in Uttar Pradesh and 
Punjab, be said. 

Kesri emphasised that 
Congress' fight was against 
communalism and poverty. 

“Today, during Eteve 
Gowda's regime, food prices 
have skyrocketed,” he said. 

Earlier, another Congress 
leader. Sharad Pawar, said the 
party appreciated many 
aspects of the pathbreakins 
1997/98 (ApriJ-Marcb) bud~- 
get, hailed by industry and 
businessmen. 

He assured his audience at 
the rally that [be Congress did 
not want to damage the econ- 
omy. 

“Congress does not want to 
bigger a financial crisis in the 
country Pawar said. 

The United Front 
Coalition's highest decision- 
making body meets on 
Wednesday to discuss the 
political situation and also 
seek ways for the budget to 
be approved in parliament. 

The Press Trust of India 
said Congress had suggested 
the setting up of a panel for 
formal talks with the United 
Front. Both Congress and 
United Front leaders said 
informal talks between the 
parties were going on at vari- 
ous levels and they hoped for 
a solution to the present cri- 
sis. 


Astronomer who discovered ‘ comet of century’ needs a job 


j^CLOUDCROFT, New Mexico ( AFPj — .Astronomer 
' Alan Hale seems to have a solid resume. He has a 
PfeD. and discovered the largest comet to sail past 
earth in our lifetime. Bui he cannot land a job. 

“1 have sent out so many applications. There are no 
jobs out there. None," lamented Hale. 39, whose 
name has become a household w ord for co-di cover- 
ing the Hale-Bopp comet on JuJy_22. 1 995. 

Hale talked about his uncertain future under a patch- 
work of luminous stars that lit up the black New 
Mexico sky where he lives near the Apache 
Mescalero reservation far from the glow of city lights. 

Fading were the insistent media calls that had 
mounted as the comet came closer to Earth over the 
past weeks. It last passed Earth 4.200 years ago dur- 
ing the time of the Egyptian Pyramids and won t 
return for 2,400 years. 

Coverage reached critical mass when the Heaven s 
Gate cult, whose 39 members saw the comet as a cos- 
mic signal, committed suicide last month to hop what 
they believed was a spaceship trailing the comeL 

Before scientists defined comets as “dirty snow- 
balls” they were seen in ancient times as a portent of 
doom or prosperity. Times apparently have not 
changed that much, especially with a new millennium 

approaching. ... 

“They said it was a messenger from God- 1 said it 
was a dirtv snowball. Some people don tj&e some of 
the answers that scientists give them.” Hale said. 


Believers hanging out on the Internet were livid. 

Hale's E-mail was filled with hot. angry reactions 
from Doomsayer cultisis and UFO believers who 
have denounced him as an “Earth traitor" tor refusing 
to tell the truth: Aliens are coming. 

“Some said I was negotiating with the aliens so that 
they would divert it away from Earth. The price tag 
was tbar we would have to be their slaves." he said, 
bemused as his supposed cosmic power brokering. 

All this attention has helped him capitalise on his 
celebrity and to temporarily tap the speaking tour mar- 
ket where he can occasionally make S500 a day. There 
is talk of a book, but no contract yet. 

Bill Bottke of the California Institute of 
Technology's Department of Planetary Sciences, 
expressed little surprise at Hale's dim job prospects in 
a field filled with doctorates and few new openings. 

“It’s important work he is doing and it should be 
done. It's valuable science. Unfortunately, after all the 
prestige and attention is gone, you don't necessarily 
get any money." 

While the celebrity lasts, there are paid trips to New 
York, Washington, Los Angeles, Australia and a boat 
cruise for comet aficionados who want to catch the 
last glimpse of the comet before it disappears into tbe 
cosmos. 

Still fresh is the memory of the first night Hale aw 
a bright, blurry uncharted object in Sagittarius. He 
checked it against the star charts and then again an 


hour later. It had moved. It was a comet. 

To get credit for the comet, he E-mailed tbe Central 
Bureau of Astronomical Telegrams ai the Harvard- 
Smithsonian Observatory. He was unaware that he 
was only minutes ahead of Thomas Bopp in Arizona 
whose cellular phone failed him and was forced to 
send word by telegram. 

Hale went to share the news with his wife Eva, a 
registered nurse, who largely supports the family of 
four. 

‘1 took my life in my hands to wake my wife and 
ask her if she wanted to see my comet She uttered an 
expletive and asked if she had to get out of bed." but 
eventually rallied, he said. 

His son Zachary, then eight years old, refused to 
budge, muttering about “Dad and his spacey sniff 
again.” 

Hale, who has a doctorate in astronomy from New 
Mexico Southern University, is a graduate of the U.S. 
Naval Academy from Annapolis' Maryland, said he 
savours eveiy moment of the comeL 

He is also struggling to establish his southwest insti- 
tute for space research for anyone to study astronomy. 
Sun Microsystems donated about $24,000 in comput- 
ers. Local businessmen have kicked up io several hun- 
dred dollars each. “All 1 want is to be at a point in my 
life where l can support myself and my family as an 
astronomer," said Hale. “After all the publicity. I fig- 
ure I have a fighting chance." 


Rome government frayed as 
it readies for Albania vote 


ROME CR) — Italy's centre- 
left government cleared the 
decks for a parliamentary 
vote on sending an Italian-led 
multinational security force to 
Albania Tuesday with its 
majority in tatters and its 
future in doubt. 

Prime Minister Romano 
Prodi sounded a note of defi- 
ance. saying his administra- 
tion was alive and well after 
the Communist Refoundation 
Party decided to break ranks 
with the government and vote 
against sending the military 
mission to Albania. 

Refoundation leader Fausto 
Bertinotti, who has described 
the expedition as a neo-colo- 
nialist adventure, has said his 
party would also oppose the 
force if Prodi put the issue to 
a confidence vote in parlia- 
ment 

This has raised a possibility 
the government could fall. 

Refoundation is not pan of 
the government but ensures 
its majority in the lower 
house where it holds the bal- 
ance of power. 

Asked in a newspaper inter- 
view if he was concerned at 
the damage Bertinotti was 
inflicting on his government 
Prodi replied: “I am very 
well. J can’t feel a scratch." 


"I am disinfecting Italy but 
iLs wounds are .so deep that 
they are still stinging." Prodi 
told the Turin daily newspa- 
per La Stampo. 

Political commentators 
were much less sanguine 
about the government's 
prospecLs and said the coali- 
tion on which it was based 
had been severely strained, 
possibly beyond repair. 

Prodi is expected to survive 
a vote in the Senate, where 
the government enjoys a 
majority, quite comfortably 
but will face a sterner test in 
the lower house Wednesday. 

Government hopes that the 
centre-right opposition would 
support a joint motion in the 
lower house backing the mis- 
sion were dealt a blow after 
far-right leader Gianfranco 
Ftni said he would v ote for it 
only if Prodi agreed to step 
down. 

Ftni and other opposition 
leaders, among them former 
Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi, were meeting 
Tuesday morning to hammer 
out a joint approach ahead of 
the debate in parliament 

'The aim is certainly to 
allow the mission to set off 
and then to verify and certify 
in parliament that the govern- 


ment majority docs not exist 
any more ” he said. 

Tire influential Rome-based 
daily newspaper La 
Repubblica said in an editori- 
al that even if the got emmeui 
did win support for the mili- 
tary mission its chances of 
pushing through key legisla- 
tion in the coming months 
were much reduced. 

“Everything leads one to 
believe that from now on 
nothing will be the same 
again." La Repubblica said. 

La Siampj was even more 
damning. "The post-Prodi era 
has already begun and the 
only person who has not 
noticed is the individual 
directly involved.” it com- 
merced. 

The government has a 
crowded agenda in the run-up 
to the summer recess and is 
set to start negotiations with 
trades unions and employer, 
on how to cut down to size a 
bloated and inefficient wel- 
fare slate. 

Tito talks are crucial if Italy 
is to maintain the momentum 
in its effort in cut state spend- 
ing and prepare for member- 
ship of European Economic 
and Monetary Union tEMU). 


British parties accused by 
churches of ignoring poor 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s churches entered a 
bitter campaign for the May 1 general election 
Tuesday by attacking the country's main polit- 
ical parties for putting tax cuts for the middle 
classes before the needs of the poor and job- 
less. 

"In the British general election campaign the 
political parties are competing for votes by 
promising low taxation." a council of church- 
es report said. 

“When so many are living in poverty and 
unemploy’ment it is wrong to give priority to 
the claims of those who are already well off. 
None of the political parties has put forward a 
programme which offers much real hope of 
improvement to those in greatest need." 

Both Labour, 20 percentage points ahead in 
the latest polls, and the ruling Conservatives 
immediately defended themselves against the 
report and accused their rivals of failing those 
most in need. 

But the row over the church report looked 
set to be eclipsed by the theme which has dom- 
inated the campaign so far — sleaze. 

Just hours after the launch of report by 
the umbrella body for Britain atij Ireland's 
main Christian churches, Neil Hamilton, a for- 
mer Conservative minister embroiled in the 
sleaze row, will hear whether his constituency 
party will allow him to stand in the general 
election. Labour said the report backed poli- 
cies it was advocating, such as a national min- 
imum wage and working limits set down in the 
European Union's social chapter. 

“The churches are right to raise the concerns 
the whole of Britain has about unemployment 
and poverty in our midst” Labour economics 
spokesman Gordon Brown told a news con- 
ference. 

■They are right to say we all pay the costs of 
social division and unemployment. We wel- 


come ihc report." Labour blame poverty in 
Britain on 18 years of unbroken Conservative 
rule. Brown came in for hard questioning 
about Labour's pledge not to raise income lax 
rates in the five-yetir term of the next parlia- 
ment — a policy designed to bury criticism 
that the party *s instincLs ;ire to lax and spend. 
He shrugged off the criticism, saying Labour's 
policies would create jobs and accusing the 
ruling Conservatives of creating a “divided 
Britain" where one in five non-pensioner fam- 
ilies had no wage earner. 

Major, unveiling plans for local tax breaks 
lor small firms, refused to he drawn on 
whether the churches were interfering in poli- 
tics bul said he disagreed vvith the report's con- 
clusions. 

“I have to say if you look at what has hap- 
pened in recent years you see the reduction in 
unemployment. .And I feel the son of criti- 
cism (in the churches report t.Just seems to 
me to be mistaken." Major said. 

Major also accused Labour of "gutter" poli- 
tics few attacks on ex-Minister Hamilton, who 
denies allegations that he took cash to ask 
questions in parliament for business interests. 

The decision by one of Britain's best- known 
journalists. BBC war reporter Martin Bell, to 
stand as an "ami-corruption'' candidate has 
increased the pressure on Hamilton. Hamilton 
enjoys one of the safest Conservative majori- 
ties in the country in his Tunon constituency in 
northw esiem England. But even his cushion of 
22.0110 votes at the 1992 election looks vul- 
nerable if Beil stands. Both the Labour and 
Liberal Democrat candidates hav e promised to 
step down and hack bell if Hamilton is 
endorsed as the Conservative candidate 
Tuesday. Labour leader Tony Blair has used 
the row to portray Major as a weak leader 
unable to control his fractious party. 
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Trouble around corner 


FROM THE little that was said about President 
Bill Clinton's crisis talks with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benvamin Netanyahu in Washington 
Monday, it can be concluded that indeed there 
was no breakthrough made to solve the serious 
differences between Israel and the Palestinians. 
President Clinton described the talks as “specific, 
frank and candid." suggesting that there were 
major differences between him and the visiting 
Israeli prime minister. Even though Netanyahu 
tried to put on a brave face by depicting his 
encounter with Clinton as “excellent," the fact 
remains that he gave the president nothing to 
make the talks successful. That Netanyahu 
emerged from the White House boasting about his 
intentions to go ahead with his settlement plans in 
East Jerusalem and probably elsewhere in the 
still-occupied Palestinian territories lends added 
support to the proposition that the White House 
talks failed to nudge Israel closer to the interna- 
tional criterion for advancing the stalled peace 
process. 

The president's lukewarm support of 
Netanyahu's call for a tripartite Camp David-like 
summit also suggests that the gap between the 
U.S. and Israel is wider than was originally 
thoughL Clinton brushed aside Netanyahu's pro- 
posal as theatrical in purpose in the absence of 
progress on substance. Under these circum- 
stances, the ball remains in the U.S.' court as all 
the parties await impatiently for Washington's 
next move in the face of Israel's continued mood 
of defiance and obstinacy. 

At the non-aligned conference in New Delhi, the 
U.N. secretary -general, Kofi Annan, suggested the 
convening of a special session of the U.N. General 
Assembly to pick up the pieces after the failure of 
all efforts made to dislodge Israel from uncom- 
promising position. Mobilising the international 
community towards a more concerted move to 
break the deadlock would certainly isolate Israel 
even further. But with Washington's policy of 
appeasement vis-a-vis Israel showing signs of 
fatigue, if not total bankruptcy, there remains lit- 
tle choice but to apply a more forceful approach 
towards Netanyahu's belligerent policies. Israel 
cannot take on the entire comity of nations as long 
as there is a clear international solidarity on the 
next move. The U.S. can join such an effort and 
thus put much needed pressure on Israel, which 
would be hard-pressed to persist in its arrogant 
policies, especially in the face of a unified position 
by the world community, including the U.S. When 
all persuasion methods fail to avert renewed vio- 
lence and dangerous instability, it may be legiti- 
mate to apply amis-twisting tactics. 

After all, the international community has a 
stake in keeping peace and tranquility, particular- 
ly in a central and sensitive region like the Middle 
East. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A MEETING held in Ammon Iasi Saturday to rally 
support for Jerusalem was a national demonstration by 
the inhabitants of the Arab city of their struggle against 
Israel's occupation and settlement plans, said a A1 Ra'i 
columnist Meem. writing under a pen name. The nota- 
bles and the prominent businessmen who gathered in 
Amman expressed their determination by deed rather 
than word to provide material as well as moral support 
for Jerusalem and the Arab people in the occupied ter- 
ritories to help them stand against repression and 
Israel's drive to evict Arab citizens from the Holy City, 
the writer said. This major demonstration, he said, 
showed eleurlv that the Arabs are still ready and deter- 
mined to pool their resources and their efforts for the 
sacred task of liberating the Arab city and the Arab peo- 
ple from occupation and domination. The writer said 
he hoped that similar meetings for the support of 
Jerusalem and Arab rights will be held in Mecca where 
Muslim pilgrims are gathering to express support and 
pledge continued assistance to the Palestinian people. 

ON THE eve of Israeli Prime Minister Benvamin 
Netanyahu's trip to Washington, nearly 30.000 Israelis 
staged a demonstration in Tel Aviv in support of the 
peace process and to express opposition to the contin- 
ued building of Jewish settlements on Arab lands, said 
Hamadeh Farjaneh. a writer for A1 Dustour. The 
demonstrators raised their voices demanding peace, 
which shows their total condemnation of the Israeli 
government's moves to build a settlement on Jabal Abu 
Ghneim in Arab East Jerusalem and condemnation of 
Netanyahu's policies towards the Palestinians, the 
writer said. These Israelis, he said, have decided to air 
their views as their prime minister was heading for 
Washington in order to send a clear message to the U.S. 
administration that the Israeli public is opposed to its 
government's policies that will lead to more violence in 
the region. He said they also wanted ro show that it is 
in the interest of the Palestinians and rhe Israelis that 
Jewish settlement programmes be stopped to pave the 
ground for a lasting solution the to the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict. The writer said the peace-loving demonstrators 
deserve respect and encouragement, adding that die 
existence of such groups in the Israeli society’ will 
encourage the Arabs to pursue the peace process. 


The Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


1 996 campaign fund-raising scandals 

dominate 1 997 news 


ONCE AGAIN, the White House was shaken, 
last week, by new revelations regarding 1996 
campaign fund-raising. There have been a 
steady flow of stories appearing in the press 
over the past six months, and there appears to 
be no end in sight to this unfolding drama. 

There are some substantial issues that are at 
stake here. For example, there are allegations 
that the government of China sought to 
improperly funnel funds into U.S. politics in 
order to influence policy. There have also 
been several major donations to the presi- 
dent's Democratic Party that have been deter- 
mined to be illegal or improper. This has been 
acknowledged by the party, and they have 
resolved to return the money. At the same 
time, there have been daily stories about fund- 
raising practices carried out by the 
Democratic Party and the president’s elections 
campaign that many consider to be. at best, 
unsavoury, or worse, possibly illegal. 

When these and other similar stories are 
combined- the Clinton administration has been 
on the receiving end of a tidal wave of nega- 
tive press that has all but drowned out most 
other national stories. Given the penchant of 
the national press to feed off hints of scandal, 
each story grows from one day to the next 
becoming a prolonged drawn out saga. 

fn just the past two months the news has 
been filled with such tales as these: 

• The perks that the White House is alleged 
to have given to either reward large donors or 
entice new ones. These have included invita- 
tions to meet with the president have coffee at 
the White House, or spend a night in the White 
House's Lincoln Bedroom. Boxes of cam- 
paign memos of a former White House official 
have fed those stories and provided the press 
with volumes of information. While there is 
nothing illegal here, the press has been mak- 
ing a great deal about what they term a “lack 
of” propriety" on the part of the White House. 

• Connected to this is the role played by Vice 
President AJ Gore in making phone calls from 
the White House to solicit campaign contribu- 
tions for the 1996 effort. 

Again, while most analysts view this story as 
unseemly but nor illegal — it has put the vice 
president on the defensive and is haunting him 
in his dealings with the press. 

• In a number of instances the White House’s 
own National Security Council (NSC) or the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBIj warned 
of potential trouble from foreign donors or 
donors linked with foreign interests. Since this 
advice was not followed, and several business- 
men with questionable backgrounds were 
allowed to meet with the president or to attend 
functions with the president and vice president 
and to contribute to the 1996 election cam- 
paign. questions have arisen as to why these 
practices were allowed and why the advice of 
the NSC and FBI was not followed. 


• There has been a long drawn-out story fol- 
lowing the activities of at least three contra-- 
versial Asian American fund-raisers, one of 
whom was an official at the Democratic Party. 
After close examination, the party found that 
SI .5 million of the $3.5 million raised by 
those individuals were illegal or improper and 
has therefore decided to return those contribu- 
tions. New stories have surfaced possibly link- 
ing some of those contributions to the Chinese 
govemment. 

• And more recently, there have been stories 
regarding efforts made by White House offi- 
cials to secure work for a former administra- 
tion official who had been forced to resign 
from his position under indictment for wrong 
doings. While White House officials insisted 
that they were merely helping a friend in need, 
some are alleging that the White House might 
have been trying to buy the silence of the for- 
mer official. 

There is in all of this no “smoking gun." that 
is direct evidence implicating the president or 
other high officials in any criminal acts. But 
the effect of these accumulated stories has 
been like water torture. Running daily in the 
national and local press, drop after drop, day 
after day. 

With the Republican Senate and House soon 
to begin public hearings on these matters, the 
stories are assured to be running for aL least 
one more year. 

The outcome of this prolonged assault is still 
uncertain, but what is clear is that the continu- 
ing collection of stories is having some effect, 
although not necessarily on the president. 

It is fascinating to note that the polls are 
showing that the president's popularity 
remains quite high — at least as high as it has 
ever been, with 63 per cent positive rating and 
a 33 per cent negative rating. While many 
Americans feel that there were wrong doings 
and even illegal acts in the 1996 elections, 
they do not bring this issues to the doorstep of 
the president 

This is not the case for Vice-President Gore. 
Although Mr. Gore is not being directly fault- 
ed by most analysts with any illegality, his 
admission to having made fund-raising calls 
from the White House, has somewhat tar- 
nished his image, at least in the eyes of the 
press who report on his activities. 

In pan because of the way he has been cov- 
ered in the press and because of what many 
felt to be poor and defensive explanations of 
his activities. Mr. Gore has slipped somewhat 
in the polls. This has produced some addi- 
tional repercussions. With Gore no longer 
being seen as "Mr. Clean" by some reporters, 
some of his potential Democratic rivals for the 
presidency in 2000 have become emboldened 
to directly challenge him. In addition the 
press coverage of Gore’s recent trip to China 
did not so much reflect his mission as it did 


the press' view of his new vulnerability. The 
issue of the 1996 campaign haunted the visit 
to China and even marred it. . 

This is not to say that the vice president is 
permanently wounded. He is a resilient politi- 
cian with considerable political assets. But his 
path to the presidency in 2000 will be more 
difficult than it was before the press began us 
attack. Most Americans still feel that Mr. 
Gore is an honourable man, it is the press that 
he will have to convince. 

A further impact of the unfolding story has 
been increased public disenchantment with 
politics and a lowering of public expectations 
about what government can and will do it) the 
coming year. 

Instead of seeking bipartisanship and coop- 
eration in solving key problems, the press is 
portraying a Congress that appears to be 
engaged in scandal hunting and partisan 
attacks. 

It also now seems clear that despite all of the 
revelations of abuses of both Democrats and 
Republicans in 1996, there will most likely 
not be meaningful campaign finance reform in 
1997 or 199S. There is some public outcry, 
but a great deal of public cynicism as well. 

The president has been mobilising promi- 
nent national figures in support of a campaign 
reform bill proposed by both a Republican and 
Democratic senator. But analysts don't give 
the bill much hope because it cannot develop 
support in the Senate. At the same time, the 
president's efforts to support the bill are being 
portrayed in the press as an effort to deflect 
public criticism from the 1996 abuses. 

To make public opinion even worse, the 
Republican Chair of the House Committee 
that will examine the Democrat's campaign 
practices was recently accused of attempting 
to politically blackmail a Democratic lobbyist 
for campaign contributions. And the 
Republican leader of the Senate has been rais- 
ing campaign money through the mail by 
exploiting the Democrats problems. 

Republicans and Democrats combined 
raised and spent well in excess of $ 1 billion in 
the 1996 campaign cycle (Republicans bested 
Democrats 65 per cent to 35 per cent). 
Neither party wants to unilaterally disarm 
before the 1998 elections and so the fund-rais- 
ing game will in all probability not change 
before then. 

With Democrats $14.5 million in debt, they 
need to raise money to prepare for 1998. 
Republicans, on the other hand, sense that 
they have an advantage and don't appear to be 
ready to make concessions. 

And so, the story will go on and new stories 
will be added, spreading to include 
Republican abuses (as they are now being 
exposed). Where it will all lead is not yet 
clear, but apparently it will not yet lead to 
change. 


No Mideast peace without strong leadership 


By Thomas L. Friedman 

NEW YORK — The Arab-Israeli 
peace process is in such dire straits 
today because for the first time it is 
threatened not by extremists but by 
the very leaders who are supposed 
to be doing the negotiating. 

The enemies are all inside the tent, 
and they are Benyamim Netanyahu, 
Yasser Arafat. BUI Clinton and just 
about every .Arab leader. Thanks to 
these gentlemen, the core bargain 
srruck at Oslo is being trashed. 

That bargain stipulated that at the 
end of the Oslo road the 
Palestinians would get a homeland 
in most of the West Bank and Gaza, 
and Israelis would get the security 
and normalcy they have craved. 

That bargain also impUed that 
despite the huge advantage in power 
that Israel holds over Palestinians. 
Israelis would not undertake unilat- 
eral acts on issues, like Jerusalem or 
settlements, that are reserved for 
final-status negotiations. 

Unfortunately. Israelis no longer 
feel they are getting security, and 
Palestinians have lost confidence 
that they will get anything near a 
state. 

Why? First of all, Mr. Netanyahu 
thinks he can have u politically 
painless peace process in which he 


makes a concession in Hebron one 
day but then, so that there will be no 
political pain, starts building in a 
disputed area of Jerusalem the next 
day to appease some right-wing fol- 
lowers. 

Yitzhak Rabin was no less com- 
mitted than Mr. Netanyahu to 
Israel’s right to build in East 
Jerusalem. But he tried to avoid 
doing so in provocative cases so as 
not to disrupt his higher goal of 
bringing the Arab-Israeli conflict to 
an end. He knew that Israel con- 
trolled Jerusalem. He did not need 
to prove it over and over. 

Not only does Mr. Netanyahu 
engage in provocative building, he 
does so without even saying to Mr. 
Arafat first: "Look Yasser, we’re 
partners. I have to do this to shore 
up ray political base. But what can I 
give you to get us through this?" 
Instead. Mr. Netanyahu embar- 
rassed Mr. Arafat, and then had the 
nerve to complain that Mr. Arafat 
would not take his phone calls. That 
is flat out dishonest 

Still, however maladroitly Mr. 
Netanyahu handled the Jerusalem 
case, he did withdraw from Hebron 
a month earlier. That was a hard 
thing and the Arab leaders (except 
King Hussein) have done nothing 
— zero — hard in return to give Mr. 


Netanyahu some credit. That is flat 
out pathetic. 

As for Mr. Arafat, he responded to 
Mr. Netanyahu's provocation in 
Jerusalem with his usual one-two 
punch — terrorism, followed by a 
trip far, far away to Bangladesh. 
There can be no place for terrorism 
in this process. None. Israelis will 
not tolerare a situation in which 
every bump in the road is greeted 
with a suicide bomb. 

But let's not forget one thing: the 
reason Israel's security chiefs 
warned Mr. Netanyahu that his 
actions in Jerusalem could trigger 
violence was because they under- 
stood that the Palestinians, having 
no other means to stop Israeli bull- 
dozers. would resort to it. 

I still believe that a majority of 
Israelis feel that Oslo brought many 
benefits. It extracted Israel from a 
demoralising occupation in Gaza. It 
has established cooperation 
between Israeli and Palestinian 
security services, albeit rocky at 
times. It has delivered a peace treaty 
with Jordan and trade with many 
countries that once shunned Israel, 
contributing to Israel's economic 
boom. 

But none of this will count if the 
core bargain is hot restored — if 
Israelis do not get security and the 


Palestinians a homeland. That core 
bargain certainly cannot be restored 
if Mr. Netanyahu thinks he can play 
peacemaker one day and provoca- 
teur the next. And it certainly cannot 
be restored if the Palestinians 
behave as if bulldozers and suicide 
bombers were moral equivalents. 

The Oslo bargain also cannot be 
restored unless President Clinton 
and Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright start acting as the reality 
principle for the parties, speaking 
out loudly and clearly — not with 
the mumbo jumbo they have been 
using to avoid offending anyone. 

Mr. President, you had it easy the 
first four years. You could just walk 
behind' Mr. Rabin, let him take all 
the political flak while you provided 
the catering and got the benefits. 
Well, those days are over. 

Yitzhak Rabin was your friend. 
He died for this process, and so far 
you have not been willing to take 
even an ounce of political heat to 
keep it alive. If Oslo goes down, Mr. 
President, your name will also be on 
the death certificate. Be sure of that. 
If you want to be remembered as a 
peacemaker, then you, too, have ro 
pay. Everybody pays, or this is the 
end. 

77»e New York Times 


IT 

OCCURRED 

TOME... 


By Ali Kassay 
Mind your language 

The average reader, in his igno- 
rance. would not be aware that 
GNITLUSNOC C&CA SEIT- 
INUTROPPO TNEMY- 
OLPME. Moreover, having 
been made aware of thus piece of 
information last Wednesday by 
a paid announcement which 
appeared in one of our leading 
dailies, he would not understand 
a simile syllable of this state- 
ment. 

Many stared at it at length rak- 
ing their memories and imagina- 
tion for the correct association 

[hat would dispel die fog of 

mystery, but in vain. The puzzle 
seemed to defy - solution. The 
situation brought to mind the 
passage in the Bible where “an 
evil and lecherous generation 
seeketh for a sign and no sign 
shall be given unto them." 
Clearly, that reference was made 
with readers of the Jordanian 
press in mind. This is because 
the average Jordanian's linguis- 
tic prowess lends to be limited 
to two languages. English and 
Arabic. Some Jordanian poly- 
glots have contrived to learn 
one, or at best two other, mainly 
European tongues. However, 
had more Jordanians devoted 
their time and energy to the wor- 
thy pursuit of developing their 
mastery of some of the more 
esoteric and rare languages, they 
would be equally nonplussed. 

Their mystification, in fact 
would only be equal to the per- 
plexity' of the person who had 
paid for the announcement. His 
intention had been to inform the 
public that AC&C Consulting, a 
Jordanian firm, offers employ- 
ment opportunities. At some 
stage in the process of produc- 
ing the newspaper, somebody 
took it upon himself to invert the 
letters into a minor image of the 
sentence. When the advertiser 
called to complain, he was 
assured with self-righteousness 
that his advertisement had 
appeared and that the results 
were satisfactory. 

This, unfortunately, is not an 
isolated incident. All over the 
place you find imaginative 
spelling of very common words. 
In the Jordan Times, a few days 
ago, an announcement enjoined 
people to “Harry, Harry. Harry!" 
because there were “only five 
days left" In restaurants, very 
often the principal attraction is 
not the culinary prowess of the 
chef, but the imagination of the 
menu’s author. One restaurant 
in particular, attracted its clients 
by vimie of the wall-size win- 
dow that had a clear pane of 
glass, in w hich there was insert- 
ed in frosted glass the announce- 
ment: “Biano Par". 

On our national television, 
words that should be familiar 
enough, like the name of the 
news editor who has been GUing 
this function for some time now. 
still come out in variations on 
the theme, some of which could 
well give offence to the person. 

Now, it is one thing to say that 
English is a foreign language in 
this country, and that people do 
well to speak it at all. This argu- 
ment is valid when it refers to 
the man in the street However, 
it is irrelevant and inadequate if 
used to defend professionals 
whose standards of performance 
should be as high as those of a 
native speaker. To accept less 
would be condoning sloppiness, 
which is inexcusable. In fact, it 
may be fair to say that our cul- 
ture suffers sometimes from an 
excess of politeness and toler- 
ance. in that we often tend to be 
tolerant of mistakes, but less tol- 
erant of having these mistakes 
pointed out. which is the essen- 
tial first step to correcting them 
and improving our performance. 


LETTERS 


To the Editor: 

IT IS very natural for any Jordanian government to seek to maintain 
and strengthen this country’s economic interests, in any way or 
through any political means it sees fit. Around two years ago there 
was a belief that a quick normalisation of relations with the Arab 
Gulf states would turn on the tap of economic aid again. That 
belief, which was translated into a policy, almost led to a con- 
frontation with the Iraqi regime, which was seen then to be tram- 
pling on the human rights of the Iraqi people and believing in an 
obstinate manner vis-a-vis respecting U.N. Security Council reso- 
lutions. That obstinate behaviour was reflecting adversely, inter 
alia, on Jordan’s economy as no amount of reasoning with the 
regime in Baghdad seemed to have had any influence to convince it 
to change its ways. Jordan's championing of the human rights of 
the Iraqi people, stood very well with the majority of Iraqis, who 
have suffered excesses in that context. Nevertheless, some people 
did not think it very wise for Jordan, whose economy relies gready 
on Iraq, to aggressively confront the regime, as it did then; as an 
Iraqi living in Jordan, a country, which had shewn tens of thousands 
of compatriots hospitality and offered them a civilised atmosphere 
to survive in. 1 was merely concerned about Jordanian interests 


Cause for concern ? 

since the revanchist mentality of the other side and the possibility 
that the regime in Iraq might undertake acts of revenge against the 
Kingdom. That did not materialise, not because of the benevolent 
nature of the (other side), but simply because the regime in 
Baghdad needed Jordan as an outlet to the world and not for any 
other reason, should anyone have a mistake notion. 

When General Hussein Kamil and Co. took refuge in Jordan, it 
was very natural for the Jordanian government to offer him asylum, 
but it certainly was not wise to allow him with full official blessing 
to present himself as a hero (which he was not) and the future sav- 
iour of Iraq (which was only good for the comic strips). Whatever 
was intended of that more than red-carpet reception, it made many 
Iraqi observers very frustrated, knowing the reality of the person in 
question; soon the Jordanian government was itself feeling the bur- 
den of the defector's unbalanced behaviour and the embarrassment 
of hosting him. He met his demise as a result of his weak mental 
qualities. As the political pendulum swings back in the volatile pol- 
itics of our Middle EasL and Jordan finds itself trying once again to 


re. tore good ties with Baghdad, many Iraqis look on with appre- 
^nsion at the new- development The new Prime Minister Dr. 
Majalt has declared that Jordan's interests are above all considera- 
We ,^ an conciir w '* tot since the Jordanian government 
. ould be seeking to guarantee Jordan's economic interests first and 
foremost. But at the same time this should be done by observing a 
balanced relationship and without having to adopt political stances 

recenriv As HRH Crown Prince Hassan said 

done nrahTf S,nS Wilh ^ Gulf should not 

Li? ° f UCS *** a Policy that should have 

s t " ,[ COnsiderin 2 Jordan ' s precarious economic 

observers ° D ^ minds of ™ny Iraqi 

“ ** Swing takin “ P ,ace - 11 was said 
5JSL ^' Up f0r Ule human ri S h “ to Iraqi people and 
on Under that* n'^T ^ prinCipte which Jordai1 would not waver 
J 0 rt^ I?l Pin ^ 0ppOSidon movemenl S did set up shop in 
T y ^ revel,ed in Jorda "-s Principled stand on 

toe We * "* ■*— — P eo P Ie 

Omar Abbas 
Amman 
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Settlers, soldiers kill 3 Palestinians 
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A contingent of Palestinian police come under a hail of stones thrown bv demonstrating Palestinians as 
they charge forward to attempt to quell fierce clashes on Tuesday (Reuters’ photo) 

U.S. puts onus on Palestinians to restart talks 

(Continued from page 1 ) 


here, they’re not engaged in 
secret negotiations. "Some 
of them may be engaged in 
shopping,” he quipped. 

U.S. officials planned [o 
meet Palestinian leaders in 
Washington this week to 
report on the Netanyahu 
meeting and suggest ways 
to break the stalemate. 

A somber Clinton said he 
would consider “any rea- 
sonable opportunity” to get 
peace talks up and going 
again. But be indicated he 
was not prepared ro host an 
Israeli-Palestinian summit, 
as Mr. Netanyahu had sug- 
gested. or to make any 
other dramatic move right 
away. 

t “Its important not to 
-jump into this," Mr. Clinton 
said. 

Mr. Netanyahu told Mr. 
Clinton that Israel has the 
right to build the new hous- 
ing under the 1993 Oslo 
agreement that set out three 
stages for Israeli withdraw- 
al from the West Bank and 
Gaza. The United States 
has criticised the projecr as 
“bad riming.” 

President Arafat, who was 
attending a meeting in India 
on Monday and was not 
inviied to the White House, 
considered the new con- 
struction as a declaration 
of war “against the entire 
peace process." He refuses 
to resume peace talks 
unless building stops. 

“The situation is extreme- 
ly volatile," Ms. Ashrawi 
said Monday. “Right now 
there has to be a very active 
U.S. role." 

Hasan Abdul Rahman, the 
chief Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) repre- 
sentative in Washington, 
termed “a non-starter" Mr. 

^Netanyahu’s proposal to 

^ break the impasse over 
housing by “telescoping" 
the peace process to resolve 
all “final status" issues of 
Jerusalem, refugees and 
other tough items by the 
end of the year instead of 
May 1999 as scheduled. 

“We won’t even consider 
it unless the Israelis cease 
these policies of building 
new settlements" on disput- 
ed lands, he told the Associ- 
ated Press. 

The PLO official also dis- 
missed Mr. Netanyahu’s 
promise, made as a conces- 
sion to angiy Palestinians, 
to also build new Arab 
housing in East Jerusalem. 
He said similar pledges in 
the past have remained 

unfulfilled. 

^ In fact, not much, if any- 
thing, seemed to have been 
accomplished by Mr. 


Netanyahu's meeting with 
Mr. Clinton, except to give 
him an opportunity to pre- 
sent his fast-track ’idea and 
defend the Israeli construc- 
tion. The meeting was 
arranged because the prime 
minister was scheduled to 
be in town to speak to the 
American-Israel Public 
Affairs Committee 

(AIPAC j. an influential 
lobby. 

In a dinner speech to 
AiPAC, Mr. Netanyahu 
accused the Palestinians of 
"extortion” in demanding 
that Israel cease the settle- 
ment building in order to 
stop "terrorist attacks.” 
"We're not going to pay a 
price for the privilege of 
not being killed.” he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu said he 
had full faith’ in the United 
States as ”an indispensable 
partner for peace” and he 
would carry out the Oslo 
accords with the Palestini- 
ans despite some reserva- 
tions. 

“We have. I think, we 
have a sure friend in the 
White House — actually 
two friends, the president 
and the Vice-President (Ai 
Gore),’* he said. 

“It is not Oslo we are 
against.” he said. “It is the 
idea that we alone should 
keep the Oslo accords.” 
Both Mr. Netanyahu and 
Mr. Clinton were tight- 
lipped about their White 
House discussion, saying 
they didn’t want to doom 
any proposals by speaking 
openly. The prime minister 
said Mr. Clinton offered "a 
few ideas" of his own to 
resolve maners. 

The leaders did agree, 
however, that “terrorism'' 
should not be used to nego- 
tiate — something Mr. 
Arafat has been accused of 
doing, but has denied. 

"If they want peace, they 
must fight terrorism,” said 
Mr. Netanyahu. 

Mr. Abdul Rahman'issued 
his own message: “New 

settlements and peace are 
incompatible.” He also 
attacked the prime minis- 
ter’s focus on "terrorism." 

"Mr. Netanyahu knows 
very well that we oppose 
terrorism because we feel 
that terrorism is against our 
national interests for Pales- 
tinians,” Mr. Abdul Rah- 
man said. "Mr. Netanyahu 
bringing up the issue of ter- 
rorism is an attempt, in our 
view, to cover up for his 
own policies that are very 
disruptive to the peace 
process." 

"What we're asking from 
our Palestinian partners is a 
100 per cent effort and now 
what we are receiving is 


close to zero per cent." Mr. 
Netanyahu told AIPAC. 
“And that has to change." 

The State Department 
assessment of the Middle 
East peace process follow- 
ing the White House meet- 
ing. pan of which was held 
between Mr. Netanyahu 
and Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, was 
nothing shon of bleak. 

“The peace negotiations 
are in a very difficult 
impasse, a critical point, 
said State Depanment 
spokesman Nicholas Bums. 
“This is a very serious divi- 
sion between the Israelis 
and tiie Palestinians. We're 
working hard to try to 
repair that." 

U.S. officials said there 
w ere no plans for a meeting 
between Mr. Netanyahu 
and Mr. Arafat. 

And a much-talked about 
Israeli proposal for acceler- 
ated negotiations on a final 
settlement was apparently 
rejected. 

“It's not a diktat. It's an 
option. It's an idea,” Mr. 
Netanyahu later said of his 
proposal to reach an agree- 
ment with the Palestinians 
in six months rather than 
two years. 

Those ideas were dis- 
cussed with the Israeli pre- 
mier and Mr. Clinton was 
to present them to a Pales- 
tinian delegation due to 
arrive in Washington later 
this week for meetings. 

But with Mr. Netanyahu 
so blatantly dismissing 
Palestinian demands, there 
was no incentive for the 
Palestinian side to seek a 
compromise that would 
allow peace talks to resume 
quickly. 

The Clinton administra- 
tion has been loathe to 
press Mr. Netanyahu to 
make concessions out of 
fear of a backlash at home 
among powerful pro-Israeli 
lobby groups. 

But it has equally feared 
the prospect of a prolonged 
deadlock on the Israeli- 
Palestinian peace track that 
would see three years oF 
peace effort- go down the 
drain. 

Mr. Clinton’s failure to 
push Israel and the Pales- 
tinians towards peace has 
also undermined U.S. 
influence in the region 
where the Europeans have 
sought to play a more 
active role. 

The difficulties at hand 
left the administration with 
no other alternative but to 
envisage more diplomatic 
pressure on all sides. 

“We'll take it from there. 
We’ll have conversations 
with the Palestinians. I'm 


Levy in Turkey to improve ties 


., J." 1 * 
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ANKARA (AP) — Brushing aside a snub 
from Turkey’s premier, the foreign minis- 
ter of Israel arrived Tuesday vowing to 
build on improving ties between the two 
countries. 

Foreign Minister David Levy's trip 
comes just days after Turkey’s parliament 
ratified a pact expected ro quadruple bilat- 
eral trade to S2 billion by the year 2000. 

Last year, the two countries signed a 
defence cooperation agreement and anoth- 
er trade pact. 

“Relations between the two countries are 
expanding with great speed. Mr. Levy 
said. 

His visit was preceded by an uproar over 
whether Turkey’s prime minister, Necrnet- 
tin Erb akan , would meet with Mr. Levy, 
Mr. Erbakan finally agreed, but only at the 
last minute. 


They were scheduled to meet later Tues- 
day. 

Mr. Erbakan's Islamic Welfare Party 
maintains a firm anti-Israel stance, and the 
warming between Turkey and Israel have 
drawn criticism from- the Arab World and 
Iran. 

Police on Monday detained ten demon- 
strators in Istanbul protesting the construc- 
tion of new housing for Jew's in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

A group of Israeli businessmen accompa- 
nied Mr. Levy on the business-oriented 
trip. Mr. Levy was met at the airport by the 
minister in charge of economic affairs, 
Ayfer Yilmaz. 

“We should keep in mind that the agree- 
ments we have signed are to the benefit of 
both nations." Mr. Levy said. 


sure we'll go back to the 
Israelis and be talking to 
them all week." said Mr. 
Bums. 

"We haven't come to the 
end of these discussions. 
We're just at the beginning, 
in fact." 


(Continued From page 1) 

Israeli troops continue 
to guard the city's Jewish 
enclaves. 

The army sent in rein- 
forcements and imposed a 
curfew on the fifth of 
Hebron still under its con- 
trol. but it took more than 
five hours for the violence 
to die dow n. 

Palestinian police 
deployed scores of men 
and parked trucks across 
key acces roads in a bid to 
keep protestors from 
entering the Israeli area 
during die clashes, but 
Israeli security officials 
complained not enough 
was done to curb the 
stone- thro wing. 

Palestinian security 
chief Jibril Rajub lashed 
out in return at the set- 
tlers. "This is an organ- 
ised crime encouraged by 
the Israeli government." 
he told reporters follow- 
ing the funeral of Arut'u. 
the man killed by the sei- 
liers. 

"What happened today 
shows there can be no 
coexistence between us 
and Israeli settlers who 
live here against our will 
... This is terrorism itself." 


The Islamic Resistance 
Movement ( Hamas i 
issued a statement calling 
on the Palestinian 
National Authority < PNA ) 
to cancel its peace agree- 
ments with Israel and "set 
our land on lire under the 
settlers' feet." 

.Arafat spokesman 
Kuna fan i. said the Hebron 
killing w as “an immediate 
result” of the policies of 
Mr. Netanyahu. I hope he 
is happy to have this 
blood on his hands." 

Mr. Arafat said Mr. 

Netanyahu's refusal to 

hull settlement expansion 
"means that he doesn't 
want peace.” 

Faisal Husseini. ihe top 
Palestinian official in 
Jerusalem, called on 
Washington “to stop 
spoiling Israel and dan 
pressuring ii.“ 

Bui Palestinian officials 
saiJ they would still send 
a high-level delegation to 
Washington this Week as 
requested by Mr. Clinton 
to pursue efforts to save 
the peace process. 

Before Tuesday, three 
Palestinians had been 
killed by Israeli soldiers 
in the past month of \io- 
lence. Three Israeli 


women 


were killed in a 
suicide bombing in Tel 
Aviv that also killed the 
bomber, and two Pales- 
tinians died m failed sui- 
cide bombing attempts. 

Ahmed Qourieu. speak- 
er ot the Palestinian Leg- 
islate e Council, also 
blamed Mr. Netanyahu 
for Tuesday's violence, 
saving “the settlers are 
taking their in>piration 
from him." 

Mr. Husseini accused 
Mr. Netanyahu of giving 
“a green light" to die sef- 
ller> for such sharings. 

'it is not .i reaction, but 
deliberate and planrscJ." 
he said. 

More than 700 Pales- 
tinian marched in Arjfri’x 
funeral procession, carry - 
ing Palestinian flags and 
green frags with Islamic 
slogans. The body . 
wrapped in a frag, was 
earned to the gravesite bv 
uniformed Palestinian 
police, v. ho fired off a 2 1 - 
gun salute. When Pales- 
tinian Transportation 
Minister Ali Qa w asm eh 
speak, he vv as 
»i:ib\ the crowd 
’ Let the olive 
and the gun 


tried to 
drowned 
shouting 
branch fall 
rise." 


"We will avenge your 
death." mourners chant- 
ed. 

"We urge the Palestin- 
ian t National) Authority 
to cancel the Oslo accords 
so the Zionists will under- 
stand that their crimes 
against our people will 
not pass and that the 
blood of Palestinians is 
not cheap," Hamas said 
in a si ale me nl sent to 
news organisations. 

The statement by 
Hanus. the biggest Pales- 
tinian movement opposed 
to the limited self-rule 
agreements signed with 
Urucl, also demanded the 
disarming of Jewish set- 
tleis. whom it described 
ax "mad terrorisls 
ohxoxsed with Biblical 
legends." 

"The governing gang in 
Tel Av iv is repotisible for 
the acts and crimes of ihe 
settlers." ii said, 

"We eall on the Pales- 
tinian people to escalate 
the eon front at i on widi the 
occupation soldiers and to 
set our kind afire under 
(he feet of the criminal 
settlers." 
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The British 

6 days 

Welcome to the real flavour oi Britain in the air 6 
days a week' from Amman as we fly you to London 
... and the world Enjoy the high standard of 
sen-ice and hospitality chat is synonymous with 
British Airways. 

Convenient timings and top-class in-flight comfort 
combine wirh our excellent onward connections 
from Heathrow Airport Terminal 4 to make this the 
best way to go from here co there ... or anywhere. 


are coming. . . 
a week 


Bur chats not all. vve let you really stretch your 
dinars with the unique British Airways Middle East 
Executive Club. Not only will you earn' free Bonus 
Miles on your own trips: but also nominate upto 
6 family members or friends to' earn Miles for you. 
So you save’ your free Miles faster and keep flying! 

For more information, call your local travel agent 
or British Airways Amman on 828801. 

’ Erica ive 13th April. 1997. 


British Airways 


The worlds favourite airline 
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Government issues new escwa 

i x . g* j sees GDP 

regulations for imports . . 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Industry. Trade 
and Supply Tuesday issued 
a new set of regulations that 
exempts importers from 
having to obtain import 
licences except for goods 
imported from 15 "Arab 
states and Israel and those 
linked with Jordan through 
trade protocols and bilateral 
agreements that provide 
other customs exemprions. 

Under the new rules . 43 
items will still be subject to 
approval from the con- 
cerned official departments. 
The approval of these 
departments serves as an 
import licence. 

The regulations listed 
plastic waste, table salt, 
mineral water, passenger 
vehicles driven by fuel 
other than petrol and vehi- 
cles above the five-year 
manufacturing age as the 
five commodities that can- 
not be imported under any 
circumstances: 

The regulations confined 
the importation of certain 
commodities to specific 


organisations. The firms 
and the products were as 
follows: The Jordan Tan- 
ning Company (raw 
leather), the Jordan Petrole- 
um Refinery Company foil 
products except mineral oil 
and gas cylinders), the Jor- 
dan Cement Factories 
Company (dark cement), 
the Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company (.gun pow- 
der, explosives, explosive 
capsules, ammonium ni- 
trate and raw phosphate) 
and the Ministry of Supply 
(used tyres, and cigarettes). 

According to the regula- 
tions, all commodities 
imported for the University 
of Jordan, Yarmouk Univer- 
sity, the Jordan University 
of Science and Technology, 
the Hashemite University 
and the A! al Bait Universi- 
ty will be exempted from 
obtaining import licences. 

Also exempted are com- 
modities imported under 
‘the temporary admission 
category" unless they are 
destined to be used locally. 

The new regulations stip- 


ulate that goods normally 
exempted from duty under 
the investment promotion 
law can be cleared without 
import licence even though 
the imported commodities 
might be brought into the 
country by firms acting for 
institutions which enjoy 
such exemptions. 

Also exempted from 
import duty and import 
licence are vehicles with 
special specifications for 
the use of Lhe disabled. 

Import licences are 
required if they are destined 
to individuals or organisa- 
tions for commercial pur- 
poses. 

The regulations retain full 
or partial exemptions from 
import duty on commodi- 
ties included in lists 
approved by the Council 
of Ministers. 

The regulations indicated 
that import licences already 
issued by the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade will 
remain valid provided they 
are issued prior to March 2, 
1997. 


increasing 
in Jordan 
this year 


U.S. to sell Jordan subsidised 
wheat, help reschedule debts 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — " The United 
States will sell subsidised 
wheat (lour and com to Jordan 
as well as extend credit to 
Amman for purchasing several 
other commodities as part of 
U.S. assistance to the Kingdom 
following His Majesty Ring 
Hussein's recent talks in Wash- , 
ington. official sources said. 

The sources also said Wash- 
ington had agreed to support 
Jordan's effort to reschedule its 
debts due ‘-for repayment: 
between June 1997 and June 
1999. 

In a bid to improve the trade 
balance between the two coun- 
tries, Jordan will also organise 
a “road show" of Jordanian 
products in at least four U.S. 
cities, the sources told the Jor- 
dan Times. The show will 
include meetings between Jor- 
danian officials and business- 
men on the one hand and 
American investors on the 
other in an effort to highlight 
the investment opportunities in 
the Kingdom. 

A better atmosphere has been 
created for American invest- 
ments in Jordan with the sign- 
ing last week of a bilateral 
agreement under which the two 
governments undertook to pro- 
vide special protection for 


investments. 

U.S. economic and military 
assistance to Jordan was one of 
the key subjects the King dis- 
cussed with U.S. President Bill 
Clinton and senior administra- 
tion officials in Washington last 
week. 

President Clinton himself 
said before the talks that Jordan 
deserved assistance and that the 
Kingdom, despite its key role 
and contribution to the Middle 
East peace process, had not 
received enough external sup- 
port. 

“I think that Jordan has done 
as much to keep the Middle 
East peace process alive and 
moving forward as any nation, 
without much — frankly, with- 
out much assistance from the 
outside world," said the presi- 
dent “And I believe that we 
should do more, and chat's 
another thing I want to discuss 
with His Majesty, what other 
steps we can take and how we 
might go about getting that 
done." 

Since the Middle East peace 
process was launched in 1991. 
Washington has repeatedly said 
it was committed to helping 
Jordan's economic develop- 
ment It has also taken several 
measures, both in terms of 
direct assistance as well as indi- 
rect help in streamlining the 
Jordanian economy and help- 


ing the Kingdom’s economic 
restructuring programme. 

Officials also say that Wash- 
ington has been a strong force 
behind lobbying other donors, 
notably Japan and some Euro- 
pean countries, to assist Jordan 
and also to respond positively 
to the Kingdom’s efforts to 
reduce its debt burden. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Economic and Social 
Commission for Western 
Asia (ESCWA) has esti- 
mated that the gross 
domestic product (GDP) 
in Jordan will increase to 
$6,851.8 million in 1997 
up from $6138.4 milli on 
in 1995. 

The Amman-based U.N. 
commission anticipated 
that the GDP per capita 
will rise from $1,445.5 in 
1995 to $1,504.2 in 1997, 
calculated at the fixed 
rates of 1992. 

ESCWA expected an 
increase in the average 
actual growth rate of the 
median GDP per capita 
from 2.01 percent in 1996 
to 2.03 per cent in 1997. 

ESCWA estimates are 
based on findings of sev- : 
era! studies it has under- , 
taken in the countries of 
the region. The findings 1 
concluded that Jordan has 
achieved an average GDP 
growth rate of 3.5 per 
cent, compared with a 
regional GDP growth rate 
of 3.04 per cent 

However, ESCWA said 
Jordan ranks second 
among the non-oil pro- 
ducing countries in terms i 
of its GDP growth rate. I 

The actual average j 
growth rate of the GDP 
per capita in Jordan is 
2.03 per cent compared 
with an average of 0.27 
per cent for the ESCWA 
countries. 


Advertisement 

BritishBank announces 
1996 financial results 

HSBC Holdings PLC, of which the BritishBank is a principal 
pan. announced their 1996 results in March. The highlights 
show that operating profir before provisions was up 20% to 
4.519 million sterling pound while pre-tax profit was up 23% 
to 4.524 million srerling pound. This resulted in a return on 
average shareholders funds of 21.3%. Group Chairman 
William Purves commented that the good. results demonstrated 
solid growth in business and improved profitability in all of 
the major geographic regions where the group operates. The 
BritishBank of the Middle East reported an attributable profiL 
of 62 million sterling pound compared with 58 million 
sterling pound for 1995. an increase of seven per cenL 
BritishBank is the largest and most widely represented 
international bank in the Middle East with 28 branches 
throughout the UAE. Jordan. Oman, Bahrain, Qatar and 
Lebanon, an offshore banking unit in Bahrain and a new 
hrunch to be opened shortly in Ramallah. This extensive 
regional coverage is enhanced by its associates Saudi 
BritishBank and Egyptian BritishBank. 

BritishBank is a principal member of the HSBC Group since 
1959. Headquartered in London with over 3,400 offices in 78 
countries and assets as at Dec. 31, 1996 of $402 billion, the 
HSBC Group is among the world's largest banking and 
financial services organisations. 


Peanuts 


Another lob! 


I hate playing someone 

WHO L0B5 ALL THE TIME! 



THAT WASN'T A LOB. 
THAT WAS MY 
OVERHEAD SMASH ! 




Andy Capp 


f ENJOY YDUR. > 
BREAKFAST PET. 
GLAD YOU FEEL j 
WELL ENOUGH / 


AFTER 1VE 
DONE THE 
DISHES 
I'LL DO A_ 
BIT OF K 
SHOPPING ( 


G~vhT*L 


f I -DON'T \ 
KNOWHOW ' 
YOU MANAGE 
IT, I REALLY _ 
^ DON'T- S 


EVEN THESE 
CORNFLAKES 
> TASTE 
(GREASY ) 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


7 noc X Y HMM-fi’EMffl/E \ 
\faUf2 CLOTHES] 1 

sick* V T ■ — ^ 

I CANT ^ 

n eat; / <&£} 


r J CAN'T FIND ANV 
THING WRONG \NfTH 
VOUf -- ARE YOU 
, IN LOVE? 


NO. SIR! \ WELL, WHY 
I'M NOT 1 ON EARTH 
IN LOVE!/ CAN'T VOU 
A- EAT? J 


T HAVE 
NO- 

MONEY I 


UM 




Jordan Times.Wednesday, April 9, 1997 




•**•, ™ ~~ 7", .**% j 


KLU 


* _ ■ * m 


The Business of Information 


US Dollar 
PE Mark 
GB Startling 
CH Franc 
JP Yen 
CA Dollar 
(T Lira 
NL Guilder 
FR Franc 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 

ar - 1.7130 0*1 50 14715 

k 05830 0.3587 03594 

inn 1.6260 2.7785 £3849 


: as at 8/04/97.20:33 
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1.7130 

0.5838 


1.6260 

2.7795 

0.6796 

11636 

0.0079 

13590 

0.7209 

13343 

0.0006 

13119 

03189 

8838 

0.1736 

03972 


1,1674 

1.0605 

0.0869 

76.40 

25.5280 


1.10 
134481 
65 AS 
21.84 


1691 JW 
9S837 
2750.92 
114831 
1342 
1218.02 


Middle Eastern Currencies 


US Dollar 
Jordan Dinar 
GB Startling 
Bahrain Dinar 
Qatar Dinar 
Kuwait Dinar 
Emirates Dinar 
Lebanese/1000 
Egyptian 


9.8448 

1.0300 

12-3729 

1.0212 

2.4336 

1.1061 


1540.5Q 

217535 

410.91 

4086.42 

423.25 

5084.16 

419.64 


Brent 16.95 18.90 

tftf.Tcxj 19.20 19.10 

Bony 1635 16.90 

Dubai 16.05 1639 

UL Gas 189 DO 186.00 


SARryal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 


Mid-East Currencies 

0.2667 0.4571 0.16404 

0.2724 048677 0.16753 
33003 5.64016 2.02388 
0.3770 434545 1.63132 
1.959 33555 1.2038 


0.39277 33.6225 
040112 343371 
444486 414.766 
3.90825 334436 
24825 246.784 


Metal Prices 

Gold (OZ’S) 348.7 3494 

silver (oz-sj 441 443 

Platinum (oz's) 3654 3664 

AL (3 Months) 1583 1588 

CU {3 Months) 2284 2287 

Zinc (3 Months) 1240 1245 

Lead (3 Months 649 654 

N1 {3 Months) 7275 7285 


Cun^cyPepo^^^ (Bid) ^ ^ 


USD 546 548 547 646 645 

GBP 545 645 645 648 6.80 

JPY 043 040 046 044 045 

DEM 249 341 3.18 346 3.19 

FRF 3.13 3.18 345 349 345 

CHF 148 148 143 148 143 

ITL 740 7.00 647 641 641 


Main Equity Indicies 


NewYork 

Newyork 

London 

.Tokyo 

Paris 

Frankfurt 


DOW JONES 

6553.64 

-237 

4)33 

65693 

652731 

652637 

SAP 500 

76033 

-13 

-0.16 

76238 

7573 

7573 

FT-SE 100 

4Z71.7 

35.1 

033 

4273.1 

42543 

4236.6 

NIKKIE 225 

1785439 

13832 

0.78 

178603 

176263 

17715.7 

CAC40 

DAX 

0 

331238 

0 

6735 

0 

239 

0 

332535 

0 

329838 

257231 

324433 


Energy 


Coffee (c/lbs) 
Cocoa (S/ton) 
Sugar (J/ton) 
Wheat (Vton) 
Soya (c/lbs) 
Tea (stg/kg) 
Barley (S/bsh) 
Rice (S/ton) 


18343 Spot 

.1421 Spot 

■3104 Spot 

. .:0 Spot 

2241 Spot 

140 . Spot 

0 Spot 

490 Spot 


* JOD Cross Rates 


US Dollar 0.708 

GB Startling 1.1643 i 

DE Mark 04182 ' 

CH Franc 04883 

FR Franc 0.1242 

JP Yen 04666 

NL Guilder 04716 

FT Lira 04234 


iree: Central Bank of 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Throng 
6 Part of a pipe 
10 Ardor 

14 Of sound 

15 Woody’s boy 

16 Western 
Samoan capital 

17 WWI 
documentary 

20 Hockey great 

21 Finest 
2 £ Snoops 

23 Medicinal plant 

24 Italian resort 
26 Frankenheimer 

drama 

32 Fixed a window 

33 Mesh grating 

34 Investment 
fund: abbr. 

35 Elevator man 

36 Throws down 
the gauntlet 

38 Flunk out - 

39 Farrow 

40 Cordage fiber 

41 Evangelist 
McPherson 

42 Mike Newell- film 

46 Brainstorm 

47 Snakes 

48 Digression 

51 Quote 

52 Beverly Hillbilly 
of TV 

55 Preston Sturges 
comedy 

59 Tropical Asian 
tree 

60 Hangover? 

61 Thick 

62 Ballad 

63 Chopping tools 

64 Spirited horse 


[1 (2 |3 |4 |5 Ml I |ll \\ Mm |M 1 1 |ll 


126 127 I’ 


[29 130 131 


1 48 1 49 1 50 


1 52 153 154 


by Gayle Dean 


DOWN 

1 Roman 
politician 

2 Velbeifs valley 

3 River to the 
Baltic 

4 Peruke 

5 Increased 
twofold 

6 Talked back 

7 Pace 

8 Kobold 


9 Extinct bird 

10 Shallow body of 
water 

1 1 Musical piece 

12 Shop damp 

13 Dines 

18 Gaseous 
element 

19 Reversed 

23 Streets: abbr. 

24 Harp’s kin 

25 Wife of Osiris 

26 Ellington’s 
Doir 

27 Early computer 

28 See eye-to-eye 

29 Dolphins’ home 

30 Satellite of 
Uranus 

31 Ivy League 
school 

32 Fleshy fruit 

36 Beach sight 

37 — boyl 

38 Evergreens 

40 Wears out 

41 Adds 

43 Concealing 
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44 Platforms 

45 Italian wine city 

48 Performs 

49 Scram! 

50 Press agent? 

51 Spelunkers 
place 


52 Wedding time 

53 Other 

54 Tinted 

56 Pekoe 

57 Upper limits: 
abbr. 

58 Deep black 


HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 
FOR WEDNESDAY, 
APRIL 9, 1997 


By Thomas S. Pierson,' 
Astrologer. Carroll 
Right er Foundation 




ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) A fellow assori- j 
ate can give you some 
fine suggestions today, so 
be sure to ask others for 
advice if you have ques- 
tions. Drive carefully 
while on the highway 
later this evening, thereby 
avoiding any difficulties. 
TAURUS: '(April 20 to 
May 20) If there is some 
little risk you want to take 
today, proceed cautiously 
and you can come out on , 
top. Be sure handle your 
money wisely so that you 
.-mn pay all of your bills 
and stiU have funds for an 
emergency. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21 ) You have some 
good ideas today for 
improving relationships 
with your family, howev- 
er. you must act quickly 
to get the right results. 
Later this evening will be 
good time to meet with 
close friends at recre- 
ational activities. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Don’t- 
get emotional over busi- 
ness affairs today, stay 
cool and sensible so that 
you can make a great deal 
of progress. Enjoy the 
company of some old 
friends later this evening 
and you can all have a 
wonderful time together. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21 J Although you are usu- 
ally quite generous by 
nature, this is a good time 
to tighten your belt and 
add to your assets instead. 
Later this evening will be 
a good time to stay at 
home with your loved 
ones and simply relax. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Get 
together today with some 
new acquaintances who 
have tastes similar to your 
own and thereby you can 
apply some of the same 
ideas. You'll have a good 
time and make some great 
new contacts which will 
be quite beneficial. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Since you 
have some free time 
today, this would be a 
good day to catch up on 
any duties you left unfin- 
ished. Be kind and con- 
siderate to your mate and 
show him or her some 
affection by planning 
something special. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) A good 
friend who is a bit of a 
perfectionist can help you 
sort out a financial diffi- 
culty. Be sure to your 
gratitude towards this 
individual for the assis- 
tance by doing something 
special which will be 
appreciated. 

SAGITTARIUS: (No- 

vember 22 to December 
21.) If you need a favour 
from superior today, this 
is definitely the right time 
to ask for and get ir. Go 
out visiting with your 
mate later this evening 
and you can both have fun 
together in a special and 
romantic location. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Be 
alert to some new oppor- 
tunities today which are 
coming into "your life. If 
you have to plan a trip 
later this evening, make 
safe your first considera- 
tion by checking out 
everything with your 
vehicle and road condi- 
tions. 

AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) This is 
a good day today to 
analyse both your assets 
and your liabilities so you 
will know better how to 
proceed financially in the 
days ahead. Later this 
evening will be good for 
meeting with fellow asso- 
ciates on a new project. 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Have a long 
discussion with some fel- 
low business associates 
and come to a meeting of 
the minds which will 
make your career activi- 
ties more successful. 
Leave yourself time to 
relax later this evening 
and release any stress. 
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Birthstone of April: Dia- 
mond — Amethyst 
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Jordan Dairy Company posts 
JD6.45m in sales last year 

** THE JORDAN Dairy Company managed to record 
a total of JD6.45 million in sales last year despite stiff 
comped don in the market. The company's board chair- 
man Ahmad Mufleh Horani told the general assembly 
that the number of competitors has increased in a lim- 
ited market. He indicated that the dairy products and 
their short period of validity for consumption do not 
give enough room for export opportunities. In addi- 
tion, Dr. Horani said, neighbouring countries enjoy 
high productivity of similar products. 

As a result of the high volume of sales, the company 
was able to generate a net profit of about JD63 1 ,000. 
45 per cent higher than the net profit posted in 1995. 
.-^Consequently, the general assembly approved the dis- 
tribution of cash dividends at a rate of 22 per cent. 

I Other financial figures in the company's 1996 annu- 
al report show total assets rising by 12.5 per cent to 
reach about JD3.6 million and shareholders' equity 1 
_ increasing by 2.7 per cent to JD2.3 million lAl 
| Aswaq). 

Vehicles Owners Federation 
Company doubles capital 

** THE GENERAL assembly of the Vehicles Own- 
ers Federation company has approved a recommen- 
dation by the board' of directors to distribute 
JD2 10.000 in cash dividends at a rate of 35 per cent. 



the voluntary reserves and retained earnings which 
total JD99 1,500. This amount exceeds the capital by 
65 per cent and represents 97 per cent of the total 
shareholders' equity. 

According to the' 1996 annual report, the compa- 
ny's gross profit last vear amounted to JD973,400 
compared to JD7O9.90O registered in 1995. The net 
pre-tax profit stood at JD3&9.S00 at the end of 1996 
compared to JD 160,700 in the preceding year. 

Board Chairman Mustafa Abu Qura told the gen- 
eral assembly that last year's total earnings amount- 
ed to JD748’S00 (JD526.800 in 1995) and that the 
1 company has increased its stake in the unified com- 
pany for organising land transport from JD1.3 mil- 
jTion to JD1.4 million. Mr. Abu Qura also indicated 
that the company has increased its long-term invest- 
ments in four Jordan companies from JD1.67 mil- 
lion in 1995 to JD1.77 million. He estimated the 
market value of the company's investments in the 
four companies (the Jordan Islamic Bank, the Uni- 
fied Company for Organising Land Transport, the 
Islamic Insurance Company and Al Amin Invest- 
ment Company) at JD2.S9 million (Al Ra’i + AI 
Aswaq). 


AI 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 


©lAS BEpSEy 



“This marriage quiz wants me to list 
all of your talents. How do you spell 
‘biodegradable’?" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by H«nri Arnold and MBto Arflbton 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 


one letter to each square, lo form 
tour ordinary words. 

NILER 
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A bad day and now- 

9 



RUNNING OUT 
OF GA5 CAN 

give you THi 1 ?*. 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
form ihe surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


— [um axm ~n 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: NUDGE FORTY TACKLE DROWSY 
Answer. Whal the sprinter fumed detecthra efid to the 
crook - TRACKED*’ HIM DOWN 
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Pizza Granpe 

.pectaur^rt'SCoHeeShop 

Jt)e,I(s3}lt3!i3Q Jaste 
^ • ' Qcur/nec pIZZ# 
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X. Tiytkeonly 
STUFFED PIZZA . 

'A in Tom (Chicago Style) 

52 PAN PIZZA 
■s*. (Thin or Thick Crust) 

Italian Beef Sandwiches, . 

'^jamburger, Fried Chicken^ 

Shishkabab . 

^ rw* 

Wa Mined To The Secand FI w 

nr^i- 6S« Ext. 32 


Free OEU VERY 

DINE IN 
TAKE AWAY 



Dollar hits four-year high against 
the yen on interest rate differential 


LONDON (AFP i — 
Expectations of a rise in 
U.S. interest rales fuelled a 
surge in the value of the 
dollar to a 55-month high 
point against the yen on 
Tuesday as Japanese 
investors pumped funds 
into U.S. treasury bills, 
economists said. 

The dollar also rose 
sharply against the mark, 
pulling the pound up in its 
slipstream to levels not seen 
since the British currency 
was forced out of the Euro- 
pean exheange rate mecha- 
nism (ERM) in 1992. 

The U.S. currency 
strengthened against most 
European currencies, as the 
long march towards the sin- 
gle European currency 
found fresh legs. Dealers 


say that European econom- 
ic and monetary union 
(EMU) now seems more 
likely than it did in early 
1997. 

Uncertainty then over 
which countries will sign 
up to the euro and whether 
the currency will be a 
“hard" or “soft" money 
conspired to weaken most 
European currencies. 

Against the yen. the dol- 
lar rose above 126 yen for 
the first time since August 
1992. The dollar has risen 
by 50 per cent against the 
yen since the spring of 
1995. 

The chief economist at 
American Express Bank. 
John Calverley. said that the 
main cause “seems io be the 
interest rate differential'' 


between the United States 
and its key trading partners. 

He also pointed to a 
future trend of divergent 
interest rates in the leading 
industrial economies of the 
United Stales. Japan and 
Germany. 

"U.S. intererst rates are 
moving up. while Japanese 
rates are expected to stay 
pretty low and German 
rates* will remain lower than 
U.S. rates” Mr. Calverley 
said. 

The Japanese ba«?e rate is 
0.5 per cent but the equiva- 
lent raie in the United 
States is 5.5 per cent and 
consequently yields on Jol- 
lar-denominaied invest- 
ments are higher than yields 
on Japanese bonds. 

Japanese investment 


funds have ploughed vast 
sums into the U.S. financial 
markets to take advantage 
of this interest rate differen- 
tial. 

A 0.25 percentage point 
rise in U.S. short-term lend- 
ing rates on March 25 has 
left the markets on edge. 

Even if in fiat ion ary pres- 
sures in the U.S. economy 
appear to be restrained, 
most economists predict 
that U.S. rates will be raised 
funher. 

Economists say that Japan 
has been happy io >ee the 
dollar rise so sharply 
against its national curren- 
cy. in spite of public decla- 
rations to the contrary. 

“Our feeling is that ihe 
Japanese don't really mind 
a weaker ten. because it is 


AMMAN KINANCIA1. MARKET 
HOUSING HAWK CENTER AMMAN - 5HKEISAKI 
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PAST IS 
HIGH 

MONTHS 

LOW 

COHRAWY’S SA-E 

P / E 

orv. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 

ICO. OF 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE 

PRICE 

CHANCE 


269.000 2 

I3.0CO 

ARAB BANK 

11.7 

1.57 

1 

20 

5090 

253.50 

254.00 

.50* 

fS 

I. ICC 

2.810 

JOR. NATIONAL 8K. 

E 

0.00 

6 

2436 

4386 

1.B1 

1.80 

.01- 


2-610 

2.120 

INDUSTRIAL DEV.BK. 

5.3 

6.03 

1 

45C 

1040 

2.31 

2.31 

- 


5.100 

4.250 

THE H0U5XNG 3K. 

12.6 

2.94 

5 

1650 

7755 

4.74 

4.70 

.04- 


2. 950 

2.440 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

19.3 

0.00 

3 

71 

188 

2.67 

2.66 

.01- 














2.440 

2.000 

RBIUOEL.IKV.BK. 

9 

0.00 


1750 

2015 

1.12 

1.16 

.04* 


BASK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: M2 

15 *otC: 

*0.07 

22 

6686 

20946 





I.fl30 

2.450 

JOR ■ ELECTRIC PVZ. 

12.5 

7.23 

a 

8019 

13266 

1.65 

1.66 

.01* 


5.200 

4. IOC 

ARAB INTL. HOTELS 

17.0 

2.98 

i 

150 

645 

4.10 

4.30 

.20* 


2.800 

2. Q9G 

SHIPPING LINES 

9.9 

8.51 

i 

2700 

6345 

2.35 

2.35 

m 


1.540 

.940 

NATL- PORTFOLIO 

<3 

0.00 

43 

26150 

24911 

.94 

.97 

.03* 


I.CSC 

■ 820 

PXA1 ESTATE ISV. 

12.1 

6.90 

2 

910 

791 

.87 

.37 



.950 

.520 

JORDAN I STL . TRAD . 

26.7 

0.00 

1 

100 

52 

.55 

.52 

.03- 


7.570 

6.490 

AD-DUSTOTR 

25.1 

3.42 

1 

100 

61B 

6.49 

6.18 

.31- 


2.200 

1.220 

«3. EAST HOTELS 

53.0 

0.00 

2 

1150 

1405 

1.21 

1.23 

.02* 


l.lOO 

.950 

JORDAN EXPAT. INV. 

32.6 

0.00 

1 

100 

105 

2.05 

1.05 

m 


1.220 

.960 

2 AREA EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 

4 

1600 

1557 

.98 

.98 

_ 


2.230 

1.650 

UNIFIED CO. 

e.o 

6.55 


5050 

8367 

2.66 

1.63 

.02* 

* 

1.200 

•729 

UNION LAND DEV. 

s 

0.00 

* 

750 

533 

.73 

.71 

.02- 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX; 102 

IB 7CEG: 

♦ 1.42 

J 68 

467 T9 

58534 





25.620 

18.500 

JOR. TOBACCO G CIC. 

16.5 

3. 63 

1 

50 

1020 

19.42 

20.39 

.97* 


3.7 3C 

3.060 

JO?.. CEMENT FACT. 

20.1 

2.85 

9 

1245 

4361 

3.51 

3.51 



3.500 

2.710 

JOR. PHOSPHATE HINES 

23.9 

0.00 

1 

1000 

3150 

3.15 

3.15 

_ 


10.400 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. REF I KART 

10.3 

7.87 

2 

130 

1017 

10.16 

10.17 

.01* 


7.300 

6.250 

JORDAN TANNING 

6.8 

5.65 

2 

295 

1679 

6.37 

6.37 



1-590 

1.150 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

57.7 

0.00 

1 

100 

130 

1.32 

1.30 

.02- 


3-260 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COKH-AGa. 

30.1 

0.00 


54 

121 

2.24 

2.24 



7.950 

6.420 

JOR. WORSTED KILLS 

8.7 

3.67 

1 

50 

341 

6.82 

6.82 

_ 


4.100 

3.040- 

ARAB PSARM. SANF. 

20.2 

5.43 

8 

979 

3591 

3.64 

3.68 



7.250 

5.650 

JOR. CERAMIC IND. 

8.5 

3.68 

1 

400 

2720 

6.60 

6.80 

.20* 


2.210 

1.490 

JOR. PIPES KANPCT. 

a. 3 

8.05 

1 

1350 

2012 

1.50 

1.49 

-01- 


3.600 

2.860 

JOR. PAPER CARDBD. 

14.7 

3.50 

2 

160 

458 

2.86 

2.86 



6.150 

4.250 

DAS ALDAWA DV.IKV. 

13.0 

4.21 

2 

430 

2040 

4.73 

4.75 

.02* 


5.400 

3.230 

ARAB ALUM. IND. 

B.4 

8.82 

3 

1500 

5000 

3.44 

2.40 

.04- 


-96C 

.450 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

21.6 

0.00 

5 

2500 

1375 

.55 

.55 



1.400 

1.040 

ARAB PAPER CONV-TRD. 

7.1 

9.86 

9 

8150 

8556 

1.04 

2.05 

.01* 


• 1.520 

1.020 

NATIONAL STEEL IND. 

9 

0.00 

1 

150 

153 

1.02 

1.02 



1.020 

.540 

NATIONAL INDS. 

8.7 

10.17 

4 

1700 

1003 

.59 

.59 

— 


1.540 

.730 

I NTSRM3D . PBTRO - CHKK . 

9 

0.00 

30 

34800 

26772 

.74 

.78 

.04* 


1.1S0 

.630 

JOR. ROCKWOOL TSDS. 

? 

0.00 

3 

1360 

BB4 

.64 

.65 

.01* 


3.250 

2.180 

UNIV.C3SK.IN3S. 

57.6 

0.00 

2 

1250 

2725 

2.25 

2.18 

.07- 


3.730 

2.230 

NATL. CABLE WIRE.KFAC 

IS. 2 

0.00 

17 

5472 

13638 

2.38 

2.50 

.12+ 


1-170 

.573 

JOR. SCLPEO-CEEK 

9 

0.00 

19 

9550 

6540 

.67 

.69 

.02* 


l-STC 

1-200 

ARAB PEARK . CHEK - 

26.2 

0.00 

4 

700 

976 

1.38 

1.40 

.02+ 


2.741 

1.420 

USIV. KODK.2SDS. 

4.7 

12.99 

16 

13000 

20055 

1-SS 

1-54 

.01- 


1.S2C 

1.140 

JOR. INDS. RESOURCES 

16.5 

0.13 

1 

100 

123 

1.30 

1.23 

.07- 


2-270 

-840 

JOR- NEW CABLE CO. 

24.2 

0.00 

7 ' 

7700 

6786 

.68 

.89 

.01* 


2.400 

1.750 

SL -2AT READY WEAR 

P 

0.00 

3 

700 

1248 

1.80 

1.79 

.01- 


1.360 

2.080 

INTL- TOBACCO 

27.5 

0.00 

7 

8850 

10355 

1.17 

1.17 



INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 116.52 *CHG: 

♦0.10 

164 

103695 

129023 




GRAND DOTAL 


INDEX: 151.60 *CHC: 

♦0.16 

254 

157160 

208504 







PARALLEL 

KASXET SHARE PRICE 

LIST FOR TDSEDAY 

08/04/1997 





.690 

.370 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

17.2 

0.00 

10 

16100 

6923 


.43 



.790 

.440 

JOR. TRADE FAC- 

11.7 

0.00 

3 

1500 

660 

.45 



+ 

.050 

.680 

UNION INV. 50* 

64.1 

0.00 

11 

10200 

1739 

.68 

.67 

.01- 


.840 

.370 

ARAS FIN- INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

27 

38000 

15580 

.40 

.41 

.01 + 

R 

.950 

.740 

AL-SHARQ INV. 75- 

E 

0.00 

7 

14036 

6000 

.82 

.82 



1.690 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

z 

0.00 

2 

700 

1001 

1.41 

1.43 

.02* 


.690 

.430 

ARAB ISTL.INV.TRD. 

9 

0.00 

3 

2900 

1276 





.850 

.400 

NATL . MULT - ENG . NANI CO 

2 

0.00 

37 

59074 

29535 

.49 

.50 

.01* 


.990 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 

0-00 

11 

16935 

12701 

.75 

.75 



-700 

.430 

ARAB ELECT. INDS. 

P 

0.00 

1 

1000 

510 

.51 


_ 


1.330 

.900 

UNION TOBACCO 75* 

2 

0.00 

*1 

250 

163 





.770 

.550 

NAZI PHARK. 65^ 

E 

0.00 

14 

17800 

4272 

.59 




.660 

.390 

INDS. ENG. 

25.3 

0.00 

11 

12900 

5289 

.42 




.980 

.760 

INDS. CERAMIC 

E 

0.00 

1 

50 

39 





.820 

.590 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 

0.00 

4 

1250 

765 

.64 




1.020 

.800 

ARAB 1ST. FOOD FACT. 

61.8 

0.00 

2 

50250 

49220 





.870 

.530 

MID- EAST COMPLEX 

9.3 

0.00 

36 

72800 

58198 

.80 

.79 

.01- 

GRAND TOTAL 






182 

315745 

19S069 , 





LiK*d during cte past 12 Mflntha 
P/E ra-io is 100 or aore 
Negative p/s 

Sarsisg ia xero or K/A lor Eh* mo be 


rtewR year 


good for them." Mr. Calve r- 
ie\ said. 

The strength of the dollar 
makes Japanese imports 
into the United States seem 
relatively cheaper :o U.S. 
consumer*.. 

Japanese Finance Minis- 
ter Hiroshi MiLsu/uka said 
his ministry would respond 
"appropriately” in ihe dol- 
lar's rapid asceni against 
the yen. but he stud that 
Japanese inierest rales 
would not be raised m ihe 
near future. 

A decision hv European 
finance ministers at a meet- 
ing in the Dutch resort tow n 
of Noordwijk !jsj weekend 
io piC" on with plans ni 
introduce a single European 
currency on Jan. I. N99 
flew in the t.ice of pre\ ions 
market scepticism. 

“There was a feeling a 
few weeks ago that the 
whole thing wouldn't hap- 
pen.” the London-based 
economist ^aid. 

Despite the latest wave of 


optimism w itn regard to the 
launch nf the euro. Mr. 
Calverley stressed that the 
single European currency 
would be an "untried cur- 
rency." He added: “That's 
bearish for the European 
currencies." 

These worries have hit the 

mark hardeM out of Euro- 
pean currencies Germany 
has the most to lose if n 

cashes in its hard currency 

for a softer euro. 

German Finance Mitiistei 
Theo Waigel seemed to 

throw open the gules nf ihe 

single currency to the son 
currencies id southern 
Europe when he hinted at a 
possible relaxation ot the 
convergence criteria tor the 
currency. 

Despite assurances limn 

Mr. Waigel th.n he would 
be insistent on strict adhet- 
enee to the criteria, die 
mark slumped to it' lowest 
level lot mote lhan a month 
of mote than !.^l marks to 
the dollar. 


Japan opens floodgates 
on bond market 


TOKYO iAFP> — A 
widening gap on returns in 
the U.S. and Japanese bond 
markets — five percentage 
points — has led to a flood 
of capita! for offshore mar- 
kets and >ent the dollar 
surging Tuesday. unalysLs 
said. 

The dollar crossed the 
12b yen level for ihe first 
time since August I9d2 in 
mid-afternoon trading. 

For investors, the feeble 
returns offered on Japanese 
bonds has sent them look- 
ing elsewhere for a place to 
park their money. 

“Japan's interest rates are 
too low." said Taisuya 
Hyodo ar Sanwa Bank, 
adding "investors have no 
choice" but to go offshore 
to maximise returns on 
their portfolios. 

A dealer at a European 
bank said: “Japanese 

investments in foreign 
bonds will be unstoppable 
for the time being, resulting 
in a higher dollar.’’ 

The gap in returns was 
simply too large to ignore, 
the dealer saidT 
A sign of the lack of con- 
fidence of financial markets 
in the strength of Japan's 
economic recovery, the 
Japjnese bond market has 
risen to new historic highs. 


with a concomitant fall m 
returns. 

On Monday. I ('-year trea- 
sury bonds were offering a 
return of 2.0*5 per cent, a 
rate never seen belore. U.S. 
30-year bonds, with which 
the Japanese bond is tradi- 
tionally compared, 

promised 7.UM5 per cent 
and the yield was expected 
to rise higher. Financial 
markets see another 
increase in interest rates hv 
the U.S. Federal Reserve 
board in coming weeks. 

For the Japanese banks, 
which can borrow at a rate 
of 0.5 per cent a year from 
the Bank of Japan, the mar- 
gin- offers big profits. 

For Japan's giant life 
insurance companies, 
which promise fixed and 
high returns <»n their poli- 
cies. high yielding overseas 
bonds are the only solution 
as they have not been able 
to generate enough on the 
weak Japanese stock mar- 
ket to honour those promis- 
es. 

The Nihon Kei/ai Shim- 
bun reported Nippon Life 
Co. Insurance and Dai-Jchi 
Mutual Life Insurance Co. 
expect to invest 300 billion 
yen iS2.4 billion) in foreign 
bonds in the financial year 
just beginning. 


For Rent In Shmeisani 

First floor apartment. Consists of 
3 bedrooms, living, dining, salon, 
veranda, central heating and 
telephone. 

Cal! 837533 after 2 p.m. 


J ORDAN 


DAJ ANI 

JEWELLERS 


Marketplace *** Jordan Marketpla ce *** Jordan Marketplace^ 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th Circle, Amman 
Also in Brazil 



Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
for rent 

Location: Behind New 

English School. 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 

w We have many villas and 
semi villas furnished or 
^unfurnished torrent J 


STUDIO HRIG 

Professional quality In 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 

30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 

Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 


/ 

\ 

icOtcAA Oh 

-JisLt 

\ 

u 

Ce 

Quality 

tySTAl/ 
Serviced Suites 

■One* Two Bedroom* • Fully 

.Strapped KilcheBetiES ' D&ify & 

Look Stay a Reasonable Rates 




cnowmon 


-INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

-SAUNA. JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 
- FITNESS ROOM 

-TENNIS & SGUAS4 
. COURTS 


TEL: 758180: 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 



I 

Re J ia usi ont $ 

. “ *" \ 

Teppanyaki \ 
Sashimi \ 
Sushi 



For details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


loti. 

& tir Zunt oft Asians' , 


Shmciuai 

Td. 680670 


RESTAURANT 

Open Baifg 

from f2.30 - ifidaight 
You can enjoy a fate 
lunch ar an early dinner. 

SftsrftUR! Asm dim HOUH, 

Tel. 079-37071 


M. FOR Y.o.ur m 

) wwSx : : i\*35-:S :■?: £X>.' >: 

ii Advertisement l 

in isy&iA 


Jordan 
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m Call tel: 
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io Sports 


Rubin upsets Paulus at Bausch 
Lomb championships 


AMELIA ISLAND (R) — 
American Chanda Rubin 
scored the first upset of the 
Bausch Lomb 

Championships Monday 
with a 6-t 7-6 (7-3) first- 
round victory over 10th 
seed Barbara Paulus of 
Austria. 

Jennifer Capriati 

rebounded from a 5-1 
deficit in the first set to 
capture a 7-6 (7-3) 6-2 
first-round match over 
73 rd -ranked Catalina 
Cristea of Romania. The 
victory sets up an all- 
American second-round 
contest between the 27th- 
ranked Capriati and third 
seed Monica Seles 
Wednesday. 

The top eight seeds, led 
by Jana Novotna of the 


Czech Repulbic, Arantxa 
Sanchez Vjcario of Spain, 
Seles and Conchita 
Martinez of Spain, all 
received first-round byes. 

The 30th-ranked Rubin 
had no easy time posting 
the one hour. 53 minute 
victory over the 18th- 
ranked Paulus. “This was 
a great match for me to get 
through," Rubin said. “It 
was my first match on clay 
this year. It gave me a little 
bit of a gauge on where my 
game is at.” 

A right wrist injury sus- 
tained at the Lipton cham- 
pionships in March 1996 
kept Rubin out of action 
most of lost year. On the 
comeback trail. Rubin still 
finds it difficult to close out 
matches after taking the 


lead. “When I would get 
up, I didn't capitalise on it," 
Rubin said. “It was frustrat- 
ing partly because I let her 
take control when I was 
ahead” From 1-1 in the 
first set, the next three 
games were service breaks 
to put Rubin ahead with a 
service break 3-2. 

In the second set, there 

were six service breaks. At 
6-5 and serving in the sec- 
ond set, Rubin went ahead 
30-0. but lost the next four 
points to end up in a 
tiebreaker. 

"I started that game off 
well and I wanted to be 
aggressive, but couldn’t,” 
Rubin said “That last game 
was a disappointing game ” 
Leading 2-1 in the 
tiebreaker. Rubin broke 


Paulus’s serve on the next 
two points. Although 
Paulus recouped one mini- 
break on the sixth point, 
Rubin broke Paulus’s serve 
on the ninth point for a 6-3 
lead and match point. 

The 27th-ranked Capriati 
started tentatively, but at 5- 
1 started to take control. 
She won six of the next 
seven games to push 
Cristea into a tiebreaker. 

‘1 got a slow start” 
Capriati said. “My shots 
felt solid I was hitting the 
ball all right It just took me 
a while to get into the 
match. At 5-3, I started 
playing a lot better and got 
more confidence." 

From 2-2 in the second 
set, Capriati won the final 
four games. 


Scientist's theory says soccer fans 
could score breathtaking goals 


LONDON (.AFP) — - A British sci- 
entist has come up with a theory 
which could enable football fans to 
score, well, breathtaking goals. 

Bruce Davies, of Heriot Watt 
University, in Edinburgh, said if 
enough fans blow hard enough at 
the same time then the path and 
flight of a football (soccer ball) 
could be affected. 


“Really it is a bit tongue in cheek, 
but it is scientifically possible. If 
there is sufficient force, the trajec- 
tory of the ball can be affected" 
said Davies. 

“I do have to say the possibility is 
fairly remote.” 

The Welsh professor, who lec- 
tures in mechanical and chemical 
engineering and supports Scottish 


Division Two side Livingston, said 
unless fans stood behind each other 
and blew with sufficient force, the 
chances of an aimless shot sudden- 
ly turning towards goal were slim. 

“Not to mention the away fans, 
who will of course be blowing the 
other way." he added 


Klinsmann knocks Real link 


MUNICH (AFP) — 
German striker Jurgen 
Klinsmann, who is leav- 
ing Bayern Munich at the 
end of the season, says 
that contrary to reports 
Real Madrid have made 


Germany’s national cap- 
tain, who says he wants to 
go to Spain or return to 
either England where he 
played a season for Spurs, 
or Italy, where he played 
for Inter Milan, had been 


no. move to ReaLMadrid. 


But he told Bavarian 
TV: “So far nobody from 
Real Madrid has made an 
approach.” 

Klinsmann has also 
been linked with English 
Premiership, side Evexton. 


Fittipaldi 
out for 2 
months 


Job Opportunity 

In a joint Jordanian - German project , there is a vacancy for a 

DATABASE MANAGER 


for the implementation of a Geographic lirfannation System ( GIS ) for the Jordan Valley 


Responsibilities : Organization of the GIS database collection ; verification and updatmg of new and 
existing ( map and tahluar ) database layers ; support for GIS applications. 


Requirements : Jordanian nationality ; degree in computer science ; at least two years of 
experience in databsa management and/or related applications familiar with ORACLE , 

UNIX , WINDOWS/ PC;, good command of the English language 


The database manager wfll be stationed m Amman with occasional visits to the Jordan Valley 


A representative from Coventry University UK. Dr. Hafid Al-Daffaee, 
will be visiting the Kingdom for the duration 

5-13 April 1997 

During his visit he will be having meetings at the Universities ol the 
Kingdom and will be giving talks on recent research within 
the School of Natural and Environmental Sciences at Coventry University. 

The talks include 

*Sonochemistry 
* Environ mental Analysis 
"Biotechnology and Environmental Stress 
* Air Conditioning using Solar Energy 
* Safety in the Science Laboratory 

Dr. AJ Daffaee will be meeting prospective students who wish to apply for 
undergraduate or postgraduate studies in the sciences, engineering 
and humanities at Coventry University. The meeting will be 

On Thursday 10 April 
from 13:00-19:00 

in the Conference Room at the Marriott Hotel 

(Issam Ajluni Street, Shmeissani, Amman) 

For further information and appointment for councelling please 
contact Dr. Al-Daffaee at the Marriott telephone 607607. 

Higher Education for All 


Jordan Tunes, Wednesday, April 9, 1997 
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Hornets beat Cavs in OT; 
Iverson scores 44 as 76ers lose 


CLEVELAND (R) — Tony 
Delk hit a game-tying three- 
pointer with five seconds 
left in regulation and Glen 
Rice scored five of his 42 
points in overtime as the 
Charlotte Hornets beat the 
Cleveland Cavaliers 1 10- 
105 Monday. 

“It was really a good win,” 
said Hornets coach Dave 
Cowens. 

A Terrell Brandon jumper 
put the Cavs up 96-92 with 
43 seconds to go in the 
fourth quarter but Rice hit a 
three-pointer IS seconds 
later to cut the lead to one 


point. 

Danny Ferry answered 
with- two free throws with 
12 seconds left, but Delk 
took the halfcourt inbounds 
pass, worked around a 
screen by Malik Rose and 
hit the tying three-pointer. 

“It was a play designed for 
me to penetrate and then try 
to dish to Glen (Rice), but 
the defender went up under 
the screen and ±at left me 
wide open so I just took the 
shot,” said Delk. 

Brandon was called for 


SYDNEY (R) — Brazilian 
Christian Fittipaldi will be ’ 
unable to drive for at least 
two months after breaking 
his leg on Sunday in a high- 
speed crash, an Australian 
Indycar spokeswoman said 
on Tuesday. 

Fittipaldi, who broke his 
right leg in two places in a 
spectacular crash during the 
street circuit race at 
Queensland's Surfers’ 
Paradise on Sunday, was 
“stable and comfortable” in 
a local hospital. 

A steel nod 360mm f 14 ; 
inches) long was inserted : 
into the leg during three- 
hour corrective surgery on 
the tibia bone on Sunday 
night, Indycar Australia 
spokeswoman Nan Dwyer 
said. 

■ Fittipaldi was injured in a 
crash at the end of the first 
lap, forcing a restart of the 
race, which was won by 
American driver Scon 
Pruett. 


travelling on Cleveland’s 
next possession and Ricky 
Pierce missed a long three- 
pointer at the buzzer. 

Charlotte outscored 
Cleveland 12-7 in overtime. 

“I think we were a little 
more aggressive in the over- 
time." said Rice. “We were 
getting to the loose balls, 
were hitting some big shots 
and kind of felt the momen- 
tum swing to our side.” 

Pierce scored 15 points 
and Delk had 12 for 
Charlotte, which has won 
four straight 

The Hornets, who won for 
just the third time in 19 
games at Cleveland, moved 
two games behind Atlanta 
and Detroit for fifth place in 
the Eastern Conference. 

Ferry netted a season-high 
23 points and Chris Mills 
-had 22 for Cleveland, which 
has lost six of its last eight 
games and fell one- game 
behind Washington for the 
eighth and final playoff 
berth in the East. 

The Cavs allowed a sea- 
son high in points and lost 
for the first time in 14 
games when scoring 100 or 
more points. 

“Glen Rice was superb 
tonight and I thought Tony 
Delk came in and helped 
turn the game around,” said 
Cavs coach Mike Fratello. 
“We had too many break- 
downs and too many mis- 
takes mentally and physi- 
cally. To be honest, they 
deserved to win the game in 
the end." 

In Chicago, Michael 
Jordan scored 12 of his 30 
points in a game-breaking 
run closing the third quarter 
as the Bulls beat the 
Philadelphia 76ers for the 
15th straight time, 12S-102. 

Scottie Pippen scored 28 
points and Ron Harper had 
a season-high 22 for the 
Bulls, who used their sec- 


THE SULTAN’S SCHOOL - OMAN 

Tel: (968) 536777 Fax: (968) 536273 


An expanding co-educational selective school of 620 students 
(mainly Oman) aged 3 to 18 offering bilingual Arabic / English 
programmes in preparation for University. The Sultan’s School is the 
premier school in Oman; it is purpose-built with splendid facilities, on 
a green 25 hectare campus located on the outskirts of greater Muscat. 
Well -qualified, able and experienced teachers are sought for the 
foil owing: 

a) Teacher of Elementary Grades 4-6 Science and Maths. 

The Person should be bilingual Arabic / English and have 
good computing skills. 


b) Arabic teacher of Elementary Grade 6: a Muslim with good 
command of English and preferably with experience of 
teaching Arabic as a second language. 


At least 4 years of relevant reaching experience is required. 
Preference given to those who have taught in bilingual and R rirish/ l IS 
system schools. Salary tax free $US 12950 to 19660 per year, free 
furnished accommodation, good benefits package. 



Please fax your application, in English, to the Headmaster by - 
Wednesday 16 April. Give details of your education, qualifications 
and experience with address. Telephone, fax. Interviews (in English) 
will be held in Amman and London in early May. 


/" CINEMA 


TEL:634144 


CINEMA 


TEL 634 144 


IINEMA 


TEL699238 


PHILADELPHIA “1” 


PHILADELPHIA H 2” 


PLAZA 


Billy Zane & 
Kristy Swanson ... in 


Hugh Grant & 
Julianne Moore in 


Mel Gibson .... in 


THE PHANTOM 


NINE MONTHS 


RANSOM 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30,10:30 Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 



Denver Nuggets’ center Ervin Johnson (50) grabs Portland Trail Blazers centre 
Chris Dudley as he attempts a layup In the first quarter of NBA play in Denver. 
Johnson was called for a foul on the play (Reuters photo) 


NBA STANDINGS 


Atlantic Division 


X-Miami 

X-NewYork 

Orlando 

Washington 

New Jersey 

Philadelphia 

Boston 


W L Pet Gb 

57' 18 .760 - 

53 22 .707 4 

41 34 .547 16 . 

39 36 .520 18 

23 51 311 33 1/2 

21 54 380 36 

13 63 .171 44 1/2 


Central Division 


Z-Chicago 

X-Defroit 

X-Atlanta 

X-Charlotte 

Cleveland 

Indiana 

Milwaukee 

Toronto 


W L Pet Gb 
66 10 .868 - 
51 24 .680 14 1/2 

51 24 .680 14 1/2 

49 26 .653 16 1/2 

38 37 .507 27 1/2 

37 38 .493 28 1/2 

29 45 .392 36 

27 48 .360 38 1/2 


X-Utah 

X-Houston 

Minnesota 

Dallas 22 53 

Denver 

San Antonio 

Vancouver 


Midwest Division 
W L Pet Gb 
58 17 .773 - 
51 24 .680 7 
37 38 .493 21 
.293 36 

20 55 .267 38 
19 56 .253 39 
12 65 .156 47 


Pacific Division 


X- Seattle 
X-LA Lakers 
X-Portland 
Phoenix 
LA Clippers 
Sacramento 
Golden State 


W L Pet Gb 
52 24 .684 - 


51 24 .680 1/2 

45 32 .584 7 1/2 

36 39 .480 15 1/2 

34 41 .453 17 1/2 

30 45 .400 21 1/2 

28 47 .373 23 1/2 


X — Clinched playoff berth 
Z — Clinched conference title 


Clarence Weatherspoon 
had 19 points and 12 
rebounds for the 76ers. who 
have lost four in a row and 
have not beaten the Bulls 
since December 8, 1993. 

Since arguing with Bulls 
stars Jordan. Pippen and 
Dennis Rodman in the 
clubs’ initial meeting. 
Iverson has averaged 37.7 
points in three games 
against the defending NBA 
champions. 

At Detroit. Alonzo mourn- 
ing and P.J. Brown scored 
21 points apiece and led 
Miami’s dominance on the 
boards as the Heat beat the 
Pistons 94-88 for their 
fourth straight victory. 

Brown pulled down 13 
rebounds and mourning 
added nine for the Heat 
who have won 12 of their 
last 13 games. Miami out- 
rebounded Detroit 46-32. 

Tim Hardaway added 19 
points, including a clutch 
three-pointer with 1 :26 left, 
along with nine assists and 
eight rebounds. 

Otis Thoipe had 23 points 
and 13 rebounds and grant 
hill scored 21 points for the 
pistons, who have lost all 
three meetings with Miami 
and fell into a tie with 
Atlanta for the fourth spot 
in the Eastern Conference. 

At Utah. Karl Malone, 
John Stockton and Jeff 
Homacek were all in double 
figures by halftime as the 
Jazz rolled to their 13th 
straight victory. 1 16-93 over 
the San Antonio Spurs. 

Malone scored 26 points 
to lead the Jazz, who are 
two shy of the franchise- 
record winning streak set 
earlier this season. 


ond-best offensive output of 
the season to overcome a 
career-high 44 points by 
76ers guard Alien Iverson. 
It was the most points by 
any rookie in the NBA this 
season. 

Chicago, which had 


already clinched homecourt 
advantage throughout the 
playoff's, has won 11 of its 
last 12 games. The Bulls 
need four wins in their lasr 
six games to reach 70 victo- 
ries for the second straight 
season. 


In Denver. Isaiah Rider 
scored 28 points including a 
clutch jumper in the final 
minute to iift the Portland 
Trail Blazers to a 110-104 
victory over the Nuggets. 

Clifford Robinson added 
23 points for the Trail 
Blazers. 


CINEMA ThL:677420 ' 

CQNC0AD 

CONCORD “1 » ’ 

MADONNA & 

ANTONIO BANDERAS.JN. 
EVITA (new print) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30 10’30 

SPACE JAM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL 625155 / 


The play is currently being 
performed in Qatar 
We will be back during 
Al Adha Holiday 
For reservations call 625155 
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Sports 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, April 9, 1997 



Princess Anne presents the winners trophy to jockey Tony Dobbin (R) after the 
150th ru nn i ng of the Grand National in Aintree Lord Gyllene. ridden by Dobbin, 
won the rescheduled famous steeplechase. Security, following a bomb threat which 
forced the cancellation of the race on April 5, had been heightened at the famous 
track (Reuters photo) 


Balls and boos rain down 
in American League 
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MILWAUKEE (R) — It 
rained baseballs and boos 
in the American League 
Monday. 

In Milwaukee, Mike 
Matbeny hit bis second 
career grand slam and Cal 
Eldred won his fust start of 
the season as the Brewers 
beat the Texas Rangers 5-3 
in their home opener — a 
game rhey nearly had to 
forfeit. 

The game was delayed 
■ - vice for a total of 30 min- 
utes by fans at County 
Stadium throwing promo- 
tional baseballs onto the 
field. There were delays of 
14 and 16 minutes in the 
second inning, when 
Matbeny connected to give 
Milwaukee a 4-1 lead. 

Threats of a forfeit from 
umpire crew chief Jim 
McKean and pleas from-r- 
Brewers manager Phil 
Garner to the crowd 
allowed the game to conrin- 
ue without incident, 
although Rangers manager 
John Oates played the con- 
test under protest. 

“If there had been another 
major incident where sever- 
al balls had come on the 
field, and certainly if a ball 
had hit a player, it definite- 
ly would have been forfeit- 
ed," Gamer said. 

Promotional baseballs 
thrown on the field were the 
source of baseball's last 
forfeit, at Dodger Stadium 
August 10, 1995. 

“What is wrong with giv- 
ing it to them as they leave 
U$e ballpark?" asked Oates. 
“It is way overdue. They 
have no need to have a ball, 
a pin, a Frisbee, a hat, I 
don't care what it is, they 
have no need for it until 
they leave the ballpark." 

The Brewers trailed 1-0 
when Jeromy Bumitz drew 
a one-out walk and Jose 
Valentin reached on an 
infield single, producing 
the first shower of base- 
balls. After the delay, a sin- 
gle by Gerald Williams 
loaded the bases and 
Matheny hooked a shot 
inside the left-field foul 
pole for his first homer of 
the season, starting another 
downpour of baseballs. 

“At that particular time, I 
was down in the count,” 
Matheny said. “I had two 
$Hkes and I wasn't exactly 
looking for anything. I was 
wanting to put the ball in 
play, and get us a chance to 
put a couple of runs on 
board.” 

The blast came off 
Rangers starter Ken Hill (1- 
1). 

Texas’s Mickey Tettleton 
homered in his third 
straight game. He has three 
hits this season, all homers. 

In Kansas City, Jeff 
King's sacrifice fly with 
one out in the bottom of the 
ninth scored Bip Roberts 
and lifted the Royals to a 6- 
5 victory over Roberto 
Alomar — booed through- 
out the game * - and the 
BaltimoieChioIes] 

King also homered for 
Kansas City, as did Craig 
Paquette, while Brady 
* Anderson hit one out for 
Baltimore. 

Alomar played in his first 


game of the year after a 
five-game suspension for 
spitting in the face of 
umpire John Hirschbeck 
last September. 

He was 2-for-3 with a run 
scored and a sacrifice 
before being pinch-run for 
in the eighth after aggravat- 
ing an ankle injury. 

“It's nice to be out there." 
said the second baseman. 
“It’s nice to be out there 
with the guys. It would 
have been more fun if we 
won. I just want to go out 
there and play my game. 
The fans are entitled to their 
opinion." 

Jamie Walker (1-1) 
picked up the win after 
striking out Rafael 
Palmeiro with wo on and 
Wo out in the top of the 
ninth. It was Walker’s first 
Major-League win. 

Armando Benitez (0-1) 
took Ehe loss. 

In Seattle, Sandy .Alomar 
homered in his fourth 
straight game, a three-run 
shot, and Manny Ramirez 
homered and drove in three 
runs, as the Cleveland 
Indians won their third 
straight, 8-3 over the 
Mariners. 

Russ Davis had a' career- 
high three hits and Edgar 
Martinez smacked a solo 
homer for Seattle, which 
has lost four of its last five 
games. 

In .Anaheim. Derek Jeter 
reached base in all five 
plate appearances and 
scored twice as the New 
York Yankees defeated the 
Angels, 5-3. 

Jeter had three singles for 
his fourth multi-hit game in 


a row. Since going hitless in 
his first eight at-bats of the 
season, Jeter is 13-for-I4 to 
raise his average to .500. 

In Detroit, Brian Johnson 
hit a three-run homer and 
drove in four runs as the 
Tigers broke a 17-game 
home losing streak with a 
10-4 home-opening victory 
over the Minnesota Twins. 

Detroit, which suffered 
through a Major-League 
worst 109 losses last sea- 
son. leads the Majors with 
53 runs. 

In Oakland, Mark 
McGwire homered and 
drove in three runs and 
Jason Giambi added a two- 
run home run to lead the 
Athletics to a 6-2 victory 
over the Boston Red Sox. 

Oakland has won three of 
its last four games. 
McGwire is batting .389 
with eight RBI. 


Group 3 World Cup qualifiers 

Jordan holds UAE to goalless draw 


By AJeen Banna van 

Jordan Tunes Siaff Reporter 

IORDAN HELD the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UaE.j to a goalless draw 
Tuesday in the opening 
match of the Group 3 Asian 
World Cup qualifiers which 
kicked off in Manama, 
Bahrain. 

While a win would have 
given the Kingdom a strong 
start in the qualifiers, the 
Jordanian team neverthe- 
less played a good match 
and was no easy opponent 
for the UAE, a 1990 World 
Cup qualifier and currently 

Asia's second ranked team. 

Jordan will be playing 
hosts Bahrain April 14 in 
their other first round/first 
leg Group 3 match. Bahrain 
meet the UAE April 1 1 . 

The second leg of the 
qualifiers will 'start in 
Shaijah. UAE. April 19 
with only the group winner 
qualifying to' the second 
round. 

This is the fourth time 
Jordan plays in World Cup 
qualifying matches after 
taking pan in first round 


qualifiers for Mexico 96. 
Italy 90. and USA 94. 

Jordan’s team had an 
intense four-month training 
programme and officials 
had voiced hope that the 
team would be able to qual- 
ify to the second round for 
the first time. 

Jordan's record in eight 
friendly internationals 
included three defeats, 
three goalless draws and 
two wins, both over Oman. 

The Jordanian team had 
two matches against 
Lebanon losing 1-0 in 
Beirut and drawing 0-0 in 
Amman. 

Against the Iraqi team 
Jordan twice lost 1-0 in 
Baghdad while borh match- 
es against Syria ended in 
goalless draws. 

The Kingdom’s only wins 
were 2-0 and 4- 1 in Muscat. 

The team’s training 


already begun their quali- 
fiers. 

Group 1: Saudi Arabia, 
Malaysia. Bangladesh and 
Taiwan. 

Group 2: Iran. Syria. 
Maldives. Kyrgyzstan. 

Group 3: United Arab 
Emirates. Jordan, Bahrain. 

Group 4: Japan. Oman. 
Nepal, Macao. 

Group 5: Uzbekistan, 

Indonesia, Yemen, 

Cambodia. 

Group 6: South Korea. 
Thailand. Hong Kong. 

Group 7: Kuwait, 

Lebanon. Singapore. 

Group 8: China, 

Turkmenistan, Vietnam. 

Tajikstan 

Group 9: Iraq. Pakistan, 


Kazakhstan. 

Group 10: Qatar. India. 
Sri Lanka. Philippines. 

The 10 groups winners 
will qualify for the second 
round where the teams will 
be divided into two groups. 

The first two from each 
group will then contest the 
Asian finals , 

The first three qualify 
directly for the 199s World 
Cup in France while the 
winner of a play-off 
between the fourth team 
and the Oceania Zone win- 
ner will also qualify. 

FIFA referees fur the 
Group 3 qualifiers represent 
Saudi Arabia. Syria. China. 
Yemen. Oman. 

Turkmenistan and Kuwait 


JTV coverage of Group 3 matches 


camps and preparations 
cost the JSF over JD 

First lee in Bahrain 
Bahrain — UAE 

April 1 1 

5:15 p.m. 

60,000. 

Bahrain — Jordan 

April 14 

5:15 p.m. 

Thirty-six Asian countries 
will contest the first round 

Second lee in Shariah 
Bahrain — Jordan 

April 19 

5:00 p.m. 

World Cup qualifiers and 

UAE — Bahrain 

April 22 

5:00 p.m. 

have been divided into ten 

UAE — Jordan 

April 2t> 

5:00 p.m. 


groups. Some group? have 


Jordan Soccer Federation 
(JSF) Deputy Chairman 
Saleh Irsheidyt and 
Secretary -General Hi -ham 
As four head Jordan \ 31- 
member delegation which 
includes nine officials 
including referee Dahh.mi 
Eqeidal. team manager 
Abullatif Abdul Majid, 
coaches Mohammad AwjJ 
and Aduan Masiid, goal- 
keepers’ coach B. i sent 
Tjyyem. and physiothera- 
pist Hussein Alullall. 

The Kingdom'*' iniii.il 
lineup ineluJes Mu’inz 
Rishch. Yousef Miuiioiiu. 
Mohan nad Mnludin. 

Amjad Taher. Hussein 
Shan.iinch. Fais.il Ibrahim. 
Suhhi Suleiman. Janui Ahn 
Abed. AJnan Aw. id. Mart 
Yailaj. Jiryes T.idtos and 
Badr.m Shaqraii. 

The team also includes 
Ahmad Abu Nusouh. 
Mohammad Abu P.ioiid. 
Mohammad Kha/’ah, 
Abdallah Abu Zamc'li. 
Kim Mahmoud. Munir 
Abu Hantash. Has sain AI 
Khatih. Ahmad Khalil. 
Ja’far Hamnunl and 
Hussouueli Sheikh. 


JORDAN 
TIMES 
TEL: 699634, 
684311 


Advertise mem 

Astra Establishment 
for Commercial 
Agencies 
introduces the 
luxurious Belgian 
chocolate Guylian 
Asira Establishment for 
Commercial Agencies has 
introduced a wide assortment 
of the luxurious Belgian 
chocolaie "Guylian” to the 
Jordanian market to satisfy 
Jll tastes. Guylian is the 
right gift for all occasions, 
it is sold at selected grand 
Mores. 


CAREER OPPORTUNITIES — SAUDI ARABIA 


A leading Saudi Office Furniture Company requires highly skilled and 
experienced professionals for the following position. Attractive salary and 
benefits. 

Sales Engineers — Contract Furniture 

• Engineering degree, preferably in Architectural/Interior Design with 2 years 
related work experience. 

• Excellent communication skills in both English and Arabic are mandatory. 

• Preferably between 24 and 28 years old. 

• Ability to understand end-user requirements and relate it to product lines. 

• Excellent customer service and sales skills. 


Please fax your resume in English with recent photo by April 20, 1997 to 
(+966-1)479 2583 or mail to - The Furniture Division Manager (OA). P.O. Box 
382 Riyadh 11411 Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 


The Ministry Of Water And Irrigation 
Water Authority Of Jordan 
Announces 

The Sale Of Old Ipc Steel Pipeline By 
Public Auction 

The Water Authority announces the sale of old IPC 
steel pipeline (16") by public auction for a total length 
of 25 KM in Azraq area. The pipeline extends from 
well No. 14 till well No. 134. The auction will be held 
on 1 2th of April 1 997 at 1 1 a.m. 

Those who are interested in purchasing the pipes 
should contact the selling committee at Al-Mafraq 
Water Directorate. The bidders are requested to 
submit 20% of the auction value "in cash" or a 
cheque certified through a reputable bank. 

The purchaser shall pay customs duties, auction 
duties, the revenue stamps, and any other taxes and 
duties. 

Eng. Koussai Quteishat 
Acting Secretary General 
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Abdoun Circle 
Phone 861 065 

STORE HOURS 10:00am - 9:00pm 


On *76e Oeca&to-n Scd s4C 

C-Town 

2 Day Super Sale 

20 % l)\4COu4>t 

Only on Wednesday the 9th of April & 
Thursday the 10th of April 1997 
On all your purchases on the Second floor 


Ladies & Children’s Wear 
Full Line Men's Wear 
Jewellery & Accessories 
Home Appliances & Electronics 
Traditional Souvenirs 
Luggage & Shoes 
Toys & Stationary 



1 

We save you more 

Amman -7th Circle. Tel 81412* 
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Jordan Times, Wednesday, April 9, 1997 



Iran mounts pressure 
on Germany ahead of 
Berlin trial verdict 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran has stepped up pres- 
sure on Germany on the eve of a crucial ver- 
dict in the trial in Berlin of five men accused 
of killing Iranian opposition leaders on die 
direct orders of the Iranian regime. 

The Iranian judiciary said Monday it plahs 
to try 24 German companies for allegedly 
providing Iraq with chemical weapons or 
technology during its 1980-1988 war against 
Iran. 

It said the defendants would be called .to 
appear in a Tehran court shortly following 
complaints from more than 1,000 relatives of 
the victims of chemical attacks during the 
war. 

‘■Certain" German officials will also be tar- 
getted by the Iranian suit for issuing permits to 
the firms to export such deadly devices, the 
judiciary said. 

The fundamentalist daily Jomhouri-Islami 
ran a front-page article on the case on 
Tuesday with" a big headline reading: 
‘Twenty-four German firths to be tried in 
Tehran soon.” 

Kavhan. also representing Islamic hardlin- 
ers, warned in an editorial that “the West and 
Germany will be made to pay a price for their 
offence to the sacred values” of the Islamic 
republic. 

Iran first threatened to sue the German com- 
panies over alleged chemical aid to Iraq last 
November after German prosecutors linked 
Iran's spiritual leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
and President All Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
with the 1992 murder of four Kurds in a 
Berlin restaurant. 

Foreign diplomats in Tehran noted, howev- 
er, that no date had been set for the trial of the 
proceedings against the German companies. 

They also questioned the validity of the case 
as the accusations come nearly nine years 
after the end of the conflict with Iraq and 
there was no detailed list of the firms 
involved. 

Bonn has acknowledged that German com- 
panies were involved in building chemical 
plants in Iraq in the early ] 980s but says the 
assistance was intended for agricultural pur- 
poses. although the factories were later mod- 


ified by Baghdad to produce material for mil- 
itary use. 

Relations between Iran and its main trade 
partner, Germany, have been strained over the 
trial of an Iranian and four Lebanese nationals 
accused of gunning down the Kurds. 

German federal prosecutors said in sum- 
ming up their case that the trial had cast light 
on “Iranian state terrorism’' and Tehran’s 
“death machine." 

An arrest warrant has already been out for 
Iran's Intelligence Minister Ali Fallahian for 
allegedly ordering the killings. 

A verdict against Iran could also threaten 
relations between Iran and the European 
Union, which has been pursuing a “critical 
dialogue" with the Islamic republic despite 
U.S. misgivings. 

The United States, accusing Tehran of spon- 
soring international terrorism, has been urg- 
ing European countries to isolate Iran. 

“A judgement even symbolically condemn- 
ing Iran for terrorism wall be a victory for the 
Americans who call for an international boy- 
cott of Tehran.” a Western diplomat said here. 

Relations are already precarious between 
Iran and the EU over the affair of Salman 
Rushdie — the British author condemned to 
death for blasphemy against Islam in his book 
the Satanic Verses. 

Many diplomats said relations could suffer 
further between Iran and the rest of the EU if 
a major problem developed between Tehran 
and Bonn. 

“Between ties with Iran and those with 
Germany, we are sure to choose the latter.” a 
European ambassador said. 

Bonn said Monday that the outcome of the 
trial could lead to a complete review of rela- 
tions with Iran. 

Foreign diplomats here said, however, that 
Iran might be able to swallow a negative ver- 
dict if it avoided mentioning Ayatollah 
Khamenei as a culpriL 

“But if Ayatollah Khamenei as the spiritual 
guide is cited, the situation will be very diffi- 
cult to manage,” one diplomat predicted. 


Ben Laden 
said to be in 
Kandahar 

DUBAI fR) — Exiled 
Saudi Arabian dissident 
Osama Ben Laden has left 
Afghanistan’s eastern city 
of Jalalabad, where he 
had been living, for the 
southern city of 
Kandahar, a Saudi-owned 
newspaper reported on 
Tuesday. 

The London-based AI 
Hayat quoted informed 
.Afghan sources as saying 
Mr. Ben Laden, seen by 
Washington as one of the 
world's most significant 
sponsors of extremists, 
arrived in Kandahar on 
Friday after travelling by 
road with his family from 
Jalalabad. 

The sources said the 
Toleban movement, 
which controls more than 
two-thirds of 

Afghanistan, “advised 
Ben Laden to move to live 
in Kandahar due to con- 
cern over his personal 
security." 

They said Mr. Ben 
Laden was now living in a 
Kandahar house under 
Talcban protection. Both 
cities are controlled by 
Taleban and the sources 
did not say why Kandahar 
should be safer than 
Jalalabad. 


Extremists claim 13 
more lives in Algeria 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Anti- 
government militants killed 
13 people overnight Sunday 
in western Algeria in the latest 
of a string of massacres, 
newspaper reported Tuesday. 

The latest killings occurred 
in the village of Merchiche 
and raised the death toll from 
rebel violence to 114 since 
Thursday, the newspapers 
Uberte and Al Khabar repott- 
ed. 

AI Khabar said the militants 
raided Merchiche just after 
evening prayers, killed a num- 
ber of residents by slitting 
their throats, stopped for din- 
ner and then killed more, 
including children and an ail- 
ing elderly man. 

The newspaper said the men 
were led by the head of the 
Armed Islamic Group (GIA) 
— the most extreme of the 
militant organisations — for 
the western area. Yasser Al 
Akel. 

The killings were neither 
confirmed nor denied by die 
authorities. 

The massacres by armed 
militants come despite a 
weeks-old offensive against 
them by security forces as the 
country gears up for general 
elections on June 5. 

The extremists have been 
fighting the military-backed 
regime since the cancellation 
of general elections in January 


1992 which the now-banned 
fundamentalist Islamic 
Salvation Front had been 
poised to win. 

Some 50,000 people, main- 
ly civilians, have died in the 
violence since then. 

Spain holds suspects 

Six Algerians arrested on 
Sunday in Valencia are sus- 
pected of links with the GIA. 
one of the groups waging the 
insurgency in Algeria, the 
Spanish newspaper ABC 
reported on Tuesday. 

A spokesman at police 
headquarters announced dial 
six people had been arrested 
for dealing in stolen cars. 

Three Algerians were 
stopped by police for driving 
a stolen car while the others 
were arrested in various hous- 
es in Valencia. 

According to ABC. the sus- 
pects were carrying GIA- 
related documents. 

Investigators are trying to 
establish whether the 
.Algerians are providing sup- 
port for GIA activists hiding 
in France by providing trans- 
portation or false passports, 
said the newspaper. 

Many Algerian activists live 
in France, which has a size- 
able community of nationals 
from Algeria, a former French 
colony. 


A large rock bounces off the plastic shield of an Israeli soldier as the Palestinian who threw the rock is seen 
(right) during fierce clashes on Tueday following an incident in the centre of the Jewish controlled part of the city 
when a Palestinian was shot dead by a Jewish settler (Reuters photo) 


Kuwaiti is 
kicked out 
of assembly 
for attack on 
Israel, U.S. 

KUWAIT CITY ( AFP) — 
A Kuwaiti activist was 
dragged out of the parlia- 
ment building here Tuesday 
after shouting “Death to 
Israel" and "Death to 
America” during a regular 
weekly meeting of the 
assembly. 

Omran Mohammad, a 
founding member of a 
group callin g itself the 
Committee for the Defence 
of Islamic Issues, was 
protesting Israel's "terrorist 
activities” in Arab .East 
Jerusalem and America's 
"wrong stances” in support- 
ing Israeli policies 

“American strategic inter- 
ests are in danger because 
the Kuwaitis, the Gulf 
countries, the .Arabs and the 
Muslims” have been 
“humiliated by the 
American unfair, unjust, 
inhuman, illegitimate 
stances against the 
Palestinian peaceful peo- 
ple," Mr. Mohammad 
shouted to reporters as be 
was hustled out of parlia- 
ment. 

Mr. Mohammad, who 
described himself as a “sim- 
ple Muslim” interested in 
human rights, said before 
his outburst that he had 
been refused permission by 
the capital govemorate on 
Monday to hold a demon- 
stration outside parliament. 

Instead, he said he was 
encouraging supporters to 
gather inside the building 
against Israel's decision to 
build a new Jewish settle- 
ment in Arab east Jerusalem 
and the U.S. , veto of a 
United Nations resolution 
calling for a reversal of the 
Israeli settlement policy. 

While demonstrations in 
public places require offi- 
cial approval. Mr. 
Mohammad said he did not 
believe the same rules 
applied inside parliament. 


Hamas leader loses quest 
to be freed and deported 


NEW YORK (AP) — A federal judge on 
Monday rejected a request by Hamas leader 
Musa Abu Marzouk to get out of jail or be 
deported from this country. 

U.S. District Judge Denise Cote said that 
since Israel withdrew a request that he be 
extradited, she has no jurisdiction over the 
case. Mr. Abu Marzouk is now being held 
on an Immigration and Naturalisation 
Service (INS) order. 

Mr. Abu Marzouk's lawyer. Michael 
Kennedy, said the INS was holding Mr. 
Abu Marzouk for a hearing on whether he 
should be deported. He is willing to leave, 
but the government won't let him unless he 
admits he is a 'terrorist','’ Mr. Kennedy said. 

"We're saying he’s being illegally detained 
by the U.S. government," he said. . 

"My client is consenting to expulsion." 
Mr. Kennedy told Ms. Cote. "They want 
him to say he's a terrorist when he is not 
What does he do? Spend the rest of his life 
in jail?" 

Israel had asked for Mr. Abu Marzouk's 


extradition as a suspect in J 0 attacks from 
1990 to 1994 that killed 47 people. But 
Israel, indicating it did not want to worsen 
Middle East tensions, recently dropped that 
request. 

Mr. Abu Marzouk, 46, is admittedly a for- 
mer head of Hamas' political bureau. He has 
been in detention in New York since he was 
arrested in July 1995 after a trip abroad. He 
was accused of violating U.S. immigration 
laws. 

Mr. Kennedy said one way out for Mr. 
Abu Marzouk may be a "nolo contedere" — 
no contest — plea, tn that plea, the defen- 
dant does not deny or admit anything. 

Mr. Abu Marzouk has said repeatedly that 
he is innocent of the Israeli charges and that 
he has no involvement with the militant 
wing of Hamas, which has claimed respon- 
sibility for fatal bombings in Israel. 

There have been reports that talks are 
under way among Jordan, Israel and the 
United States to extradite Mr. Abu Marzook 
to Jordan. 


Fahd: Hajj must be free of politics 


RIYADH (Agencies) — 
King Fahd of Saudi Arabia 
said Tuesday that the annual 
pilgrimage ro the Holy City 
of Mecca this week must be 
free of politics. 

“Saudi Arabia is worried 
abour preserving the Hajj 
and to keep it apart from 
political considerations,” the 
king said in a message to pil- 
grims carried by the official 
SPA news agency. 

“The Hajj should not be 
associated with any political 
aims because the kingdom 
believes that God made Hajj 
a duty to be performed with- 
out obscenity or immorali- 
ty” the agency quoted the 
Saudi monarch as saying at a 
cabinet meeting Monday 
night. 

The king, who presided 
over the cabinet meeting 
devoted to the pilgrimage 
which begins Thursday, 
pointed out that his govern- 
ment has spent S 20 billion 
over the last 10 years to 
increase the size of Mecca's 
Great Mosque. 

The mosque now handles 
1.5 million worshippers, and 
the infrastructure and ser- 


vices have been improved, 
the monarch said. 

In past years Iran has 
encouraged its Shiite 
Muslim pilgrims to hold 
demonstrations targetting 
Israel and the United States, 
which has led to clashes with 
the Sunni Muslim Saudi 
authorities. 

In 1987 the protests flared 
into violent clashes with 
Saudi security forces which 
left more than 400 pilgrims, 
mostly Iranian, dead and led 
to a three-year break in 
diplomatic relations between 
the two countries. 

Saudi security forces, 
meanwhile, have been put 
on high alert in preparation 
for the pilgrimage, which 
climaxes next week. 
Roughly half of the two mil- 
lion Muslims performing the 
Hajj this year will come 
from outside the kingdom. 

Iran's ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia was quoted on 
Tuesday as' saying the two 
countries were determined 
to upgrade their political and 
economic relations. 

Iran's official news agency 
IRNA. in a report from 


Mecca, said envoy 
Mohammad Reza Nouri 
Shahroudi stressed on 
Monday there was a strong 
will to bolster bilateral coop- 
eration in all fields. 

He said greater under- 
standing between Iran and 
Saudi Arabia, the biggest 
producers in the 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries 

(OPEC), would help sta- 
bilise and increase oil prices 
in the interest of the two 
countries' peoples. 

Mr. Nouri expressed hope 
that along with “upgrading 
political ties bilateral eco- 
nomic relations will be fash- 
ioned in an appropriate man- 
ner.” 

Relations between Tehran 
and Riyadh have been 
strained since Iran’s 1979 
Islamic revolution. 

Mr. Nouri said the cooper- 
ation of Saudi officials in 
providing facilities for 
Iranian pilgrims was one 
example of many fundamen- 
tal and diplomatic measures 
taken in recent months to 
consolidate bilateral ties. 


Asian and European tourists visit Iraq despite warnings 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — A 
growing number of Asian 
and European tourists are 
visiting Iraq despite public 
warnings or private concerns 
from their governments that 
the country is potentially 
dangerous. 

Hundreds of Japanese, 
German. Austrian, Belgian. 
Dutch and Taiwanese 
tourists have visited Iraq this 
year to explore the ruins of 
ancient empires and probe 
the mystery around 
President Saddam Hussein, 
tour operators said. 

“They want to see how 
people live, about their tradi- 
tion and culture, and also 
about Saddam Hussein and 
what people think of him” 
said Takayuki Taguchi, a 
tour leader for Tokyo-based 
travel Sekai company. 

Another. Sekai tour leader 


said business was brisk with 
around 500 Japanese tourists 
visiting Iraq since 
November. 

But Japan. the 
Netherlands, and Britain — 
not to mention the United 
States — - officially advise 
their citizens not to travel to 
a state 1 where foreigners 
were used as “human 
shields” in the buildup to the 
1991 Gulf war. 

In London, the foreign 
office advised Britons 
"against ali travel to Iraq” as 
“Saddam has proven that he 
does not respect the rights of 
foreigners and we can offer 
no consular assistance ” 

Taiwan, Germany. Italy, 
Belgium and Austria do not 
publicly 1 warn against 
tourism in Iraq, but their 
consulates in Jordan private- 
ly discouraged iL or in 


Belgium's case, tried to 
“keep an eye on" their 
nationals. 

Austria's consul in 
Amman, Gunther Herbst, 
said he planned to study 
whether Vienna should con- 
sider an official warning 
after learning from AFP that 
Austrians were touring Iraq. 

"It's definitely not recom- 
mended there right now” 
said Mr. HerbsL 

Foreign consulates in 
Amman also warned of a 
growing crime rate, limited 
medical care and poor sani- 
tation linked to U.N. eco- 
nomic sanctions they sup- 
port. 

Nor can countries like 
Japan and Austria help 
tourists in distress since they 
have no permanent political 
representation in Baghdad 
and evacuation in an emer- 


gency would be difficult 
since sanctions ban air travel 
to Iraq. 

The French consulate in 
Amman was one of the rare 
European missions to refrain 
from issuing official or pri- 
vate advice against such 
tourism. 

The chairman of Iraq's 
tourism board. Sirwan Kadir 
said that the warnings inhib- 
ited tourism but added the 
good word would soon be 
passed around. 

“These people who come 
despite this discouragement 
soon reap the joy of discov- 
ering somet hing different 
from the awful picture paint- 
ed by the U.S.." he said. 

_ Besides a contemporary 
life starkly different from 
the industrial world’s, Iraq 
boasts 10,000 sites covering 
the ancient empires of 


Assyria. Sumeria and 
Babylon as well as the 
Abassid Muslim caliphate. 

Most tourists here were in 
search of a change or “slight 
adventure” after growing 
weary of “a dictated, sys- 
temised style of life” in 
developed countries, he said. 

The tourism trend began in 
1994 with Italian and 
Belgian groups. said 
observes. 

But the religious tourists 
who began travelling here in 
1992 from Pakistan, India 
and elsewhere still account 
for the vast majority of the 
tens of thousands of annual 
visitors to Iraq, he said 

‘"We've had tourists since 
1992 on an escalating scale,” 
he said. 

But the numbers are “very 
small ” compared to the one 
million foreigners who used 


to tour Iraq annually before 
the 1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
and the tourism industry 
here is barely covering its 
costs, he added. 

Such little income means 
there is no way Iraq can use 
the foreign exchange to buy 
weapons, he added" 

Some tourists interviewed 
in Baghdad said they were a 
little nervous about entering 
a country which had been 
bombed by a U.S.-led force 
supported by their govern- 
ments. but felt safe once 
they had arrived. 

“If a travel agency makes 
travel plans, you'd expect it 
to be safe” said an Austrian 
woman travelling with 
Orient Tours from Vienna 
and who asked not to be 
named. “I think the guide 
also wants to come back 
safe." 


Tourists fly to Amman 
before travelling over a 
desert highway through 
seven army checkpoints to 
Baghdad or. in the case of 
the Japanese, fly to 
Kerman shah in Iran via 
Tehran before traveling by 
bus over the border. 

Businessmen and journal- 
ists from Britain and many 
other countries in both west- 
ern and eastern Europe as’ 
well as Russia, Asia and the 
United States also visit 
Baghdad. 

American humanitarian 
and church groups have vis- 
ited here, although they 
must avoid having their 
passports stamped to get 
around a travel ban for all 
Americans except journal- 
ists. 


Liz Taylor divorces 
seventh husband 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Elizabeth Taylor is free to 
marry again. She’s official- 
ly divorced from Larry 
Fortensky, husband no. 7. 
“It : s done,” the actress’ 
attorney, Arlene Col man- 
Schwimmer. said Monday. 
The lawyer described die 
settlement as amicable and 
refused to reveal financial 
details. She said reports 
that Mr. Fortensky was get- 
ting SI. 5 million were 
false. 'That's too high,” 
she said. The Oscar-win- . 
nin g star of “Who s Afraidf* 
of Virginia Woolf?” and 
"Butterfield S” met Mr. 
Fortensky in 1988 when 
both were at the Betty Ford 
clinic. They married Ocl 6 , 
1991. during a ceremony at 
Michael Jackson's 

Neverland ranch. Miss 
Taylor filed for divorce in 
February 1 996. citing irrec- 
oncilable differences. 
Meanwhile, the 65-year- 
old actress is planning a 
trip overseas in May, two 
months after brain surgery 
to remove a benign tumor. 

Latin America’s 
‘smallest man’ 
dies in Colombia 

BOGOTA (R) — A 

Colombian who claimed to 
be the smallest man in 
Latin America has died in 
Bogota after a brief bout 
with pneumonia, local 
media reports said. Bryan 
Naranjo, who was 18 years 
old and stood just 7 1 cer* 
temetres tall, died oF 
Sunday. Bogota’s El 
Espectador newspaper 
said. In an interview with 
Reuters last June. Naranjo 
said he had been informed 
that he had won a place in 
the Guinness Book of 
Records as Latin America's 
smallest man. He said he 
wanted to work as an actor 
with some of the heart- 
throbs featured on 
Colombia's steamier soap 
operas. He also stressed 
that he was not necessarily 
looking for a dance partner 
or someone he could see 
eye-to-eye with. “I tike all 
kinds of women.” he said. 
"Blonds with green eyes, 
tall ones, and especially 
those who wear miniskirts 
so I can see their legs." 

Radar keeps French 
barges at snail’s pace 

LILLE fR) — French canal 
police are canying out 
radar checks to spot baiges 
breaking the speed limit — 
of eight kph. Police saijjfr 
the first checks, in the north 
of the country, had estab- 
lished that raosr barges 
were speeding, sailing at 
up tol2 kph. Experts say 
speeding barges cause 
water swirls that damage 
canal banks. 

NASA’s top 10 rea- 
sons to bring space 
shuttle home 

CAPE CANAVERAL (R) 

— Mission control offered 
the crJw of the space shut- 
tle Columbia some tongue- 
in-cheek reasons for the 
early end to their mission. 

A list of the “top- 10 rea- 
sons why we are really 
coming home early" was. 
faxed to the astronauts t# 
their morning mail. 
Officially, a malfunction- 
ing power generator was 
blamed for cutting short the 
planned 16-day mission 
and bringing it home on 
Tuesday. Among mission 
control’s alternative expla- 
nations were: 

— The crew members for- 
got to do their taxes before 
they left and tax day, April 
13. is approaching. 

— Hale-Bopp comet aliens 
got way too close for com- 
fort. 

— NASA TV ratings were 
low. 

7 - The OJ. Simpson trial 
is over and CNN needs 
something to cover. 

— The crew left a stove on 
back in Houston. 

— Need to be home to see^ 
soap opera “Friends" Ofi/f 
Thursday. 

— The Energiser Bunny 
wasn't on board. 


